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TIIE DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD.

In his annual report on the mortality in Eng!land, just :ssued,the Registrar-Gencral cntcrs at sone lcngth into the considera.
tion of the disposal of the dead. Dismissing embalmmîng as a
failure, and murcovcr as forbidden by nature, Dr. Farr rcvicws
the systcn ofcrcmation adocated by Sir Henry Thompson and
coibated by Dr. IIulland, the Mcdial Inspector of Burals. Oh
the whole, the Registrar-Gencral scems about cqually balanced
in favor of burial and cremation. IIc says:-

" In comparing the two mcthods. thcir cost in cercmomaland
monuments may,.bc set down as equil, it may bc cther great or
snall , but the indispcnsablc outlai in nhumation and -rcmation
will differ to an cxtent that expcricc alune can dctcrmine.
On the side of the public hcalth cremation has the best of it; it
destroys the gel ms of z> moutic discascs, of offense, and of cor.
ruption at tnce. It is especiall> suntable to thc dead by epidemi.
cal diseases. Tlhc prescrit abuses of a barbarous burial system
must cease. But there is nu reason why a wvell-dc.iscd inhuma.
tion and perfected..cmatin sliould nut go on side by side; the
one or the other being adoptcd su as to meet the exigency Qfcaci:
case, creed, place and climate. Habits change slowly, ~and if
trials are made cxpericnce vill decide. Neitier of the systems
wlicn once in use will excite ;I nummun minds .nore repugnance
than Nature, dcsir1 ng lier creatures to luvc hfe, lias thrown over
the contenplation of dissolution. Some waî prefer a louse of
rest in the earth ; others a home in the sky. It is casily con-
ceiable that a woman iof refincd mind might choose crenatiork
to escape what she dreads of worms, mould, eremata,.usis, putree
faction, or any kind of profanation. The question of interment
is, as the pupulatiun increases, becoming .cery day more urgent;
it is not a mere question of sectarian gricvance ; it is a prime
question of public hcalth. Cnurchyards infect cties. Elurial
nust be shorn of its dangers. It is vain to attempt to tthroV aIl
the blane of existing abuses on undertakers. Their occupation
is not attracti.c ; it L un'iealtliy. They do very fairly vlat they
arc required te do by families Vho are swayed by fashion. Nor
is it in England a matter of great reproach agamnst the propi etors
of cemeteries that tliy arc - trading Wompanes', that is, con-
panies whichi advance capital, and offer tu perforni certain
services on certain terms. Wlhat wvould the state of London be
without its fourteen cemeteries, some of which are now full?
The day w ill probabli sun .une vhen the several muncipalities
and sanitary authorities may, after due inquiry, and on equitable


