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Arr. XXVII—4 Dracticel Freaties on the Art of making and
Preserving Microscopical and other Prepurations. By Hexry
Goapny, M.D., F.L.S.

In the preserving flnids that I use, and which are known by
my name, the following ingredients ocenr, viz.: rock salt, alom,
corrosive sublimate, and the white oxyd of arsenie, or arsenlous
acid.

These materials are never all emnployed at one time, and
they should be used judicionsly, to prevent the comtingencey of
destroying rather than preserving speeimens of Nawral History.

To this end, T think it de<irable to describe the properties of
the materials respectively, before giving the necessary lormulas
for the flnids.

Rock (or bay) salt is very preservaiive, and will maintain
the characteristics of all tissues wniwpaired, better than any
other agent with which 1 amn acquainted, provided the strength be
well regulated ; and T make mueh greater use of the purely sa-
line, or B fluid, than of any other.

Alam: possesxes very mponiant conservative properties ; it is
astringent, coagulates albumen to some extent, rendering ranspa-
fent tissues opake in proportion to the volume of alum brought in
contact with thew ; but it destrays the carbonate of lime, converting
tino the msoluble sulphate.  The aluminous, or A, 2, uid,
however, ix a very valuable composition ; and 1o it ] owe many
important preparations, which may be fonud both in my own pos-
session, and in the Hunieiian Museum of the Royal College of
Surgeons, of England, and which never could have been made

without its assistance.

Alnm combines with animal tissues so perfectly, that it cannot
b2 discolved out of them by long continued macerwion in waiter.
Whenever it ix considered nee essary 1o use the aluminous fluids
either 1o give form, and support, to an animal, or auy part of an
animal; or a delicate tissue, by reason of its astringent preperty,
or to render diaphanous animals or tissues opake enourrh to be
Visible, fhe excess of alum s hould be washed away with wafer, and
the animal, or whatever it might be, with foew exceptions, removod



