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Althoughi froin the increa;e in the'number and rankc of our teachers
the fixed provincial grant of q,182,500 caused the allowance to each to
fali $1.18 on eticl 860), àl is gratifying to know, tia.t trustees on the
average have so much appreciated the iprovedl chaiacter of the teachers
that not only was this deticit miacle guod by thc sections, but more ùlîan
made good. Ib is no small satisfaction to fird, that although. teachers'
salaries have been falling, as a ruie, duringr the last five years in nmost of
the provinces, under our prescrit arrangements they have been steadiiv
iricreasingc, and that notwithstanding Lhe graduai loweringyof the pr-ovin--
cial grant to eachi, salaries during tAie past year acbua!ly increased, on
the average. The increases were as follow

CIIa>.S. A. 13. C.D.
Malc Teachers................. S46.94 $7.85 '.,9.07 S2.26
Female Teachers ................ 2_9.52 0.84 1.04 1.53

This increase wvas the spontaneous offering of the people in their
desire to hold or obtain teachers with good records. Withont increasing,
remuneration wve cannoe expeet the profession to improve much. Oui'
future progress is condibionedl by sa]ary and, thé general cost of living,
as well as by the adoption of improved accomnmodations, apparabus and
rnethods.

That this continued iînprovement is not dne solely to bbe reduction
in the nuniber of licenses issued is sugg ested by the followvincr figu res,
showing, the number of licenses granted each year since 189:63:b

1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. IS97.

Licenses Granted ............ 2.918. 250. 365. 513. 571.

Four 1,undred more candidates than wenb up to the Provincial
Higb School Examination in 1896, presented theiselves for examina-
tion in 1897. But as a sinall fee was required to be paid by those not
taking the examnination in 'egrular order, the cost of the examlination
was lessq. The gyreat rush of candidates to examination did flot mean,
ib appears. a sudden advance in preparednes.., so niuclî as lb indicated
over-sanguine expectations. Out of 2,917 oniy 9.57 obtaiined the gracies
applied foi-, althougrh 141.5 rcceived cerbificates of sorne grade. The
unprecedexrted growth in popularity of this voluntary examnination
syst.em, as wvcll as the annual "ups and downs" -which appear to follow
a regnlar alternation Iaw, are shown at a gylance in the table belo'v:

Candidates Exainincd........1,432 1,506 1,922 2,.399 2,317 2,917
Rec. Grade applied for ....... 175 598 760 684 1,313 9.57

Ib must be remembered. too, that the standard silice 1893 was beingr
gradually raised until 1897, when the accommodation expedients
authorized duî'ing the transition from the old to the new course coîîld
be completely dropped. Some of our best institutions have their bad
years, due sometimes to poor teachers in the preparatory school,;, as
Nvell as accidents in the high school departnienbs. On such occasions
the resuits of examina tion" prod uce a profound feeling of local dis-
satisfaction-which lb should-to be succeeded in the following year,


