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OFF EDUCATION.

ought to guide and control your own hearts in secking such a
situation as this. The Superintendent of Education })x‘o roses to
roward experience ; but how is experienco acquired? Is it not
by habit and want under the influence of THE LovE or Usk.
Some one has finely said «the kingdom of Heaven is & kingdom
of uses.” No one thing in this universe oxists on its own account,
or hag its uses terminating upon itself. By virtue of its nature,
properties and relations, 1t 18 made to contribute to the good or
advantage of something clse.  The entire cconomy of nature is
one of .benevolent action.  « The 2chitect who built the skies,”
himself. the great worker and edueationist, procluims the inse-
parable relationship between labor and learning—education and
charity, by constructing every work of Ilis, on the principles of
Geometry adapted as 2 means to a bexﬁxcvo.lc.nt end. '1‘9achcrs,
you require to catch the influence of this divine conception, and
seek to diguify labor by education, and thus impress the rising
generation by precept and example, with theidea of the suoreme
mmportance of educated mdustry as one of the chief instywmnent-
alities in Luilding up the avilization of the future.

There is no situation so favorable to aid in the accomplish-
ment of this grand result, ‘Peachers’ as yours, Your modes and
models are all fresh and new, aud in perfect keeping with the
end proposed. You are¢in a position where the idea of pro-
gress is accepted.  The theologian is cramped by modes of
thought formed in the twilight of the Reformation. You have
no stereotyped creed to embarrass you. ‘The politician is sub-
jected to the claims of an interested party. You have no such
bias. Tho lawyer is in danger of having his judzment warped
by the thousand considerations which appenl to human _sclfish-
ness. Your work is ono solely of charity. The physician has
his time occupied in fighting “all the ills that flesh i heir to”
Yours, in _giving dircction to young and vigorous life. You
work on virgin soil. You have the stimulus of youthto animate
you~—tho unwavering rules of language to direct you: the _in-
floxible law of mathematics and physics to sustain your deduc-
tions. You arc therefore placed at jnunense wlvantage, and con
exert prodigious moral powerin inculcating inotives and pre-
cepts. You speak as onc having authority, and though not ex-
pected or required to teach any system of theology, youcan in-
seminate what is of more xmf)orumce, the ethics of christianity.

You can impress the youthful mind with the couviction that
the lowest use in life is compatible with the highest education.
You can reverse the assertion of Cicero, “nothing noble can be
found in & workship,” by showin% t;m; not long after that state-
ment was made, the founder of Christianity himself issued from
a workshop, and left upon it the glory of His prescuce and the
Divinity of His origin forever. . .

And you who have the revision and construction of primary
school books can wipe out every live that teaches or insinuates
that vulgarity and labor are inseparable. Thus you can send
down the influence of education as the light descends—down-
ward—as the rain, a8 the rivers—downward to the very roots of
society, to come up again in unecndin productqucss. .

You can demonstrate. as you would a problem in mathematics,
that the highest natural elevation docs not cousist in knowledge
alone, but in work united with it and that by a complete aud
inseparable combination of these the sbrnzxg.ht‘lmc of integrity
can be given to gnide in the affairs of civil life, the carve of
beauty to domestic relations, and a charm thrown over the
whole of society, and a degrec of happincss conferred upon the
world which has not hitherto been attained. .

Do you say the situation is obscure—your labor not apprecia-
ted, nor sufficiently remuncrated. That all may be. But_re-
member your motto—* A life of uscfulness be mine.” Why
should we chose our professions with refereuce to lower consi-
derations ? A life of usefuluess is not to be estimated by a po-

ition of notoriety. .

sm(gﬂi?e othcrwigc. ‘The most potent influences in nature are
those that work in secret and in silence, like moisture at roots of
plants, or magnetism in atoms, action attended however with the
1uost obvious and the momentious results. No work for the
value given is less appreciated perbaps than school teaching,
none so fraught with such far reaching moral consequences and
material advantages to the individual and to socicty. “Lhis con-
scientiousness is your best reward. Men may never know
whence the influence came.  May never sufficiently reward your
services or acknowledge their results, but your names will be
celebrated in the songs of the zm%'els. i

There was in Germany 2 school teacher of the name of Y're-
bonjus. He was in the habit of saluting his Rxgﬂs when he en-
tered the school Toom, or when he met any of them in the strect
< for,” said he, “ I do not know but there may ’bc among my
Yroys, prospectively, the greaiest man of hisage.” The name of
one of his boys was—MARTIN LUTHER. .

Among your pupils are the future clergymen, merchants, lit-
erati, fariers, an mechanics of the Province. Let us follow
one of these as he enters upon public life and is called to put in

ractice those lessons of instruetion which you have taught him
in the school room. X turns out a CoppEey ora Brigur., Ie
serceives a struggle going on between capital and labour. On

e side of the former is wealth, learning, nobility, and religious
influence. Labour, the Polythemus of theage, is blind and

starving.  'The mighty producer is himself crying out  give me
bread or I perish.”

The soul of the younyg statesman is stivred within him. The
lessons of the school room starts in his mind like an army with
bristling bayonets, aud by the moral influence of Rtcriann Con-
DEN, and the inspiring songs of ErLior the Corn Law rhymer,
the poet of Inbor, the {)orts of England, and those of far distant
countries, fly open, and the harvests of the world are poured into
the lap of labor to still his hungry cry for bread.

But labor has also political nngts, and demands a voice in the
affairs of the country, and John Bright—n son of toil—gives him
his coveted liberty. But labor is still the blind giant, strong in
his blindness, and may like Samson pull down the fabric of So-
ciety to his own destruction ag well as that of his fricnds and
encmics and Lowe is moving the nation to givelabor its blessing
which education alone can impart, eycsight to enable him to sce
how he may apply his powerto useful purposes. Your moral
lessons bave given lubor bread, liberty, and intelligence, wnd he
may now laugh in the face of his foes.

But suppose your pupil choses the walks of literature, 1Ile
springs, & Burns, lark-like from the sod. However high he may
soar ho never forgets the place from which he sprang. His
centre of rest is there.  There are the sources of his juspiration
and these are richer, greater, decper, purer, than any that has
ever been opened by the Poet of Pogassus.  Geo. McDonald 1
finding them to-day. His “Alex. Forbes of How Glen,” “Apnals
of a Quiet Neighborhood,” and “ Robert Falconer,” are redolent
with the fragrance of these daisies of humble life—sweet with
the breath of his own heathery hills.

As to humble toils we trace the rich resources of the carth, so
there arc intellectual treasures to be gathered by educated labor
which will enrich the pages of literaturc when such writings us
those of a Sue, a Dickens and Thackeray, willbe forgotten.
Educate the people. Bless labor with intelligence and freedom
based on the morality of christianity, and you will lift up the
whole field of literaturo from the lower levels of thought and
sentiment, and like some_new continent raised from the depths
of the ocean, you will cover it with the flora and fuana of origin-
al creations, the Jast and best efforts of illuminated genius. In
proof of this, compare the literature of England, where liberty,
though realized, has not been fully ultimated, with any count
where constitutional liberty is not enjoyed in any degree—wit
China for example—the latter is weak, inane, and peurile; the
former is strong, healthy and vigorous. Carry liberty to its
final results. By education give breadth, volume, current and
expression to that pent up fountain of thought springiog in the
common mind. Let it come forth like Lazarus ffom the dead;
let it be expressed in essay, epic, song and sermon, and the
world will witness an exhibition of mind upon which we can on-
ly now gaze as gazed the prophet on the land of promise from the
top of the distant mountain.

The education of the people will sweep away forever all the
barriers in the way of reform, growing out of class distinction.
It will destroy this childish tendency of mind to rely on the au-
thority of great names before an idea that is new can be enter-
tained. Many a valuable suggestion has been lost to the world
because it did not happen to make its advent in the line of a
special class. The enquiry is still made, even by men of learning,
when nn?' new prophet rises from the people with a mind preg-
{xgnt with new thought. *How many of the rulers believed in
i .

With universal education every truth will be reccived on its
own merits. With such education what a foundation is Jaid for
the growth and development of christian character! Without
cducation religion degenerates into superstition and fanaticism,
ag in Abyasinia, and the rulers of an ignorant people sink juto
formalism and the despotism of religious houses, This is the
history of religious ignorance everywhere—an intelligent people
demand an educated ministry. Before the power of such a min-
istry error loses confidence in itself, and yiclds the struggle in
the long run.,  Spiritual religion, based on gneral education, is
the curc for fanaticism and superstition on the onc hand, and for
formalism and despotisin on the other. When a revival takes
place, after the decline of pure religion, reform gencrally comes
through the people—or from God, through the lowtr crust of so-
ciety, ns a medium. Moses is taken from the hill-side, or the
fisherman of Galilee from their boats and nets, to do a work
which no one trained in a stercotyped class is fit to accomplish.

By the education of the people you sweep away all fictitious
greatness—the greatness of show and of sham—aud establish
true greatness, found in whatever condition in life—and it will
be found in all conditions—upon the basis of intrinsic worth and
confirm the maxim for all time to come, that

¢« Worth makes the man, the want of it the fellow ;
Tho rest are all but leather and prunells.” .

Educate the pcoPIe, and will Nova Scotia ever forget the names
of those who helped to institute her common -school system of
Education? . . .

Sooner will she forget her granite rovks, her alluvial deposits,
her golden ore, and her black diamonds, than she will forget, the
unbending integrity, the fidelity, the genial spirit, the democra-



