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Secouait le fardeau de ses glaces massives,
En éclats scintillants les poussait sur ses rives,
Les broyait sur son sein avec un bruit affreux
Comme un bruit de volcan par un soir ténébreux,
Ou les traînait au loin dans sa fuite rapide,
Comme au fond des forêts un lion intrépide
Emporte les lambeaux de ces liens honteux,
Qu'un dompteur osa mettre à son pied génér-.ux."1

I cannot without regret take beave so soon of our grifted fellow-
citizen. But iny lecture must come to ail end. M. Lemay is still
youngr, (boniii 18337.) What great îhings may we not h01)e for fromn
lus grenius and well knlowu industry ?

And lnow, craving your indulgence, and nothing lcss than a plcnary
but' or the many omnissions of this necessariiy hurried disc ourse-

btwhat do 1 sec ? There's old Fadiadeen again! wiil t here beno
end to cant ? Criticismn-sound criticism-all must bow to. But the
cant thereof!1 0f ail the cants that are cauted in this canting world,
although iindeed, i t cannot be denied that the cant of hypocrisy is
the worst-the înost criminal, the catit of criticism is the most preten-
tious and the most torînentingr It neyer has been known to be pro-
ductive of good. Evil only cati arise from its application. It is one
of those tlîings wlîich appear to exist for no otlier purpose thaîî the
punishinent of mankind. B>' its stolid persistencv, it ruffles the
sweetest temnper, miakes the warmn currexît of life grow chili and
stagnate ini the veins, sours the very soul itself~ and like verini on
the expaîiding buds of spring, seizes witlî deadly 7 grasp, the inost pro-
înîsing seeds of 'genins the moment they have beguil to geriniate.
It is the Il nialignant star'' under the influence of which the most
gifted among the sons of song are doomed, flot unfrequently, to
wither away and perish. ( The pompous Fadiadeen desires to be
keard). Why iny Lord Fadiadeen, I thought you werc gone: Idid
not go far. 1 rejoice in being here, not for an>' pleasure I have
enjoyed, but because it affords me an opportuîîity of protesting
agaixuat such lecturing. The dignity of the sublime art of oîatory
requires a more sustained and formai style. it is complctely thrown
from its exaited sphcre whien it descenids to the familiar fornîs of
conversation. So great an art was neyer designed for any icss
important purposes than to influence the judges of mnankiné or to
move vast assemblies. I grant, indeed, that o ratory mnay bc employed
iii order to informi the minds of men. But when so empioyed, it must
appear ini its proper garb. When stripped of its befitting ornamemts,
and exposed in rags and alînost nude, before the rude ý vorld, i ano ionger be recognised as oratory. It sinkls into that contemipt
which is tIe weli deserved lot of those, who whilst they mighit ho,
and ougdit to be, ricli and distinguished. aim at finding happiniess ini
poverty and obscurity. It will be pretenided, pcrhaps, that when
orator>' becomes conversational and discur-sive, it is capable of'
cinbracing a greate r variet>' of topics and of' discussing t hem more
copiously and completel>'. But it cannot be mainitaiincd that an>'
purpose however good and noble, can he sought by means that are
unwortîy. The diffusion of knowledgre no doubt, is a great end.
But can it justify the niost ignoble means ? Ought the divine p)ower
of oratory to be sacriliced for the sake of communicating information
which may be acquired hy readingr and in man>' other wvays? Ouglit
the goddess of the sublinme gift of speech to be stripped of hler
garînelnts, tori fromn lier pedestai and dragged in the mud, ini order
that people ina>' be told in a homely style quite unsnitcd to godlikie
eloquence, liow mnan>' songs have been written for their aniuscîDnent?

I4 deî4v tiat Poetry is intended onfly for itibnînsexîet.'" 1 Let nie
1)oeeed, if you please; you hold that b>' adoptin, tlîat unidign-iified
conversational maniier, you can discourse more free>' and iimpart
kniowied,,e which could not bc convcyed in the more lofty and
appropriate style of oratory. But, what have you donce? You have
talked onl>' of somne poets wlîo, von sa>', ai-e more distingni slîed. You
have indeed given dates of birth and other cireuînstances which have
theïr prope' lplace ini a Parisli register, but which arc quite super-
fluonis and irrelevant in a discourseo on the noble art of Poetry. It
would have been mnoie to the purpose if you lhad spoken muore at
lai-rge and in lung suited to so high a tîmeine, Of al Our talented
youth who have beemi favored with the divine a fatus. It is wcil
knowvn that there aire many ini this privilcged land, where the languinge
of the primitive Bards and Troubadours is stili spoken, who are grifîed
bejond their fellows. It is notorions that there are mninv stîch." But
whio they are is not so gencrail>' înamifest. l'o ithdraw~ these sons
otgeniusand the muscs fromn their unnerited obseurit>', is atask worthy
of the sublimest orator>' as well ns of that learniîg which, yon say, ean
be inparted ini an utidigified tête-à-tête fashion, but which, I insist
upoul it, ought iiever to b e e*graded any moi-e tItan orator>' itself, by
the trivial anîd colloquial nianner of the drawing rooin, -a manner,amn sorry to observe, which is passing from thca fashionabie circles

to the lecture room, and miust speedily corrupt, if it does flot meet
with some salutary check, that eloquetîce which if allowed to appear
onily iii its native grandeur, could not fail to maintain its empire over
the minds of menl."

Nothwithistanding ail this pompous criticism. the Lecturer wvas
honored with a unaninious vote of thanks. 11Ie bowed bis acknow-
nowledgments, and lest even a work of supererogation should go
without its reward, lie proposed three checers for that Prince of' cri-
tics, My- LORD FADLADEEN!

Meuloirs of the Ricehelieil.
No. 6.-ROUVIILE ),1UNTAIN.

The chain of' mountains namcd iRouville, Rlougemont, St. Pie,
and St. Thérèse is doubtless part of the system in wlîich the
White and Green inountains are included. The first of these is
a distinctive feature of the iRichelieu river, and for that reason,'dlaims our attention in thèe historic papers. Lt commands the
strcamn from Rouse's point to Sorel. Lt is visible in every part of it,
and forms in tlie différent windings a variety of views whichi are
one of the peculiar beautiee of' the Richelieu landscape.

The mountain takes its namne fromn thc Sieur Hlertel de Rou-
ville, who was the first Scignior of the domain on which it stands.

Lt is also called Beloil or St. h1ilaire niountain, after the two
villages that lie at its base.

Besides being one of the highest élevations in Jiower Canada, it
has other cliaracteristies which give it a special picturesqueness.
Its side from thie river is a pricipitous crag of syenitic rock, but
its land-sides are beautifully undulated in graduai slopes. Lt was
for a long time famous for its sucreries, that is its abundantg"rowth
of superior maple, which yield unusual supplies of the saccharine
water. In old tiînes, the declivities of Rouville mountain
were merry withi laughter and song, when the white March
sunlighlt played in among the fair girls that braided St. Catherine's
tresses, or in plainer language, made taffy under the bleeding
maples,

Rouville M4ountain was likewise celebrated for its apple
orchards. These have not yet entirely disappeared, but they are
not what they used to be, when the Grise and Fameuse werc
among the gl ories of this boreal climate.

The mountain possessess a geological curiosity, which is, of
itself, sufficient to deserve n visit. Lt is a benutiful lake, nearly
on its suminit, and situated between two slopes. A ranîble over
the mountain in sulumer and sailing on this lake, would well
repay any tourist in an artistie or scientifie point of view.

The history of iRouville iNoun tain is limited to an imposing
religious ccremiony, whichi took place on the Gth October, 1841.

The celebrated preacher, Forbin de Janson, Bishop of Nancy,
France, aftcr some missionary labors in Canada, proposed to
ereet a Via Crucis on the slopes of the miountain, and plant a
colossal cross on its highiest point.

On the day just mentioned, the Catholie Bishops of Montreal,
Kingston, Sydime and Nancy left the Seignorial Manor, in the
state coach of the Hon. ilertel de Rouville, and commenced the
ascent, accompanied by an immense multitude of carniages, horse-
men and foot pilgrnis. Wlien they reacheil the niills of thie
Scignior, the prela tes were met by a host of clergymen, who lad
come froin every quarter of the country, and bent their way
townrds the beautiful lake. There the Bishiops put on their
Pontifical vestments,' then stcpped on a raft-which had been pre-
pared for the occasion, and launehied out some thirty or fort.y
yards froîn the shore. There an inipress4ve discourse was pronoun-
ced by the Missionary Bishop. Ilis audience was iînmense-somc
25 or 30,000 persons ail pressed togetlier on the shore, in the
trees, on the impending rocks. An old man, wlîo witnessed the
scene, assured us he could neyer forget it. Lt repîinded 1dm of
our Blessed Saviour preacliing at Lake Tiberias.


