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geen by people now living basking upon the sands, long after
moro northern localities were deserted by their kind, Their huge,
long-tusked skulls are frequently found half’ hidden in the sand,
not less the~objects of curiosity to the naturalist than of wonder
to the ignorant. Not Jong ago a stupid fisherman collected his
gaping comrades and exhibited one of these with tusks inverted,
which he averred was the skull of a gigantic gout,

Subsequently, and up to the begiuning of the uvineteenth een-

1833 the staunch Luildings now standing were erected. They ara
fitted up with all the modern life-saving appliances and conveni-
ences for wreeked scamen, with ample provisions for months. As
many as 300 wreeked people have been provided for together. In
1833 the Establishment was also out of debt for the first time.
[ts aunual expenses often exceed the appropriation, but the defecit
is made up by salvages and the produce of the Islind. Wreeked
waterials ave always suld for the benefit of the owners, and the

tury, the Island was much resorted to by fishermen; and as salvages come vut of %he prpcucds“. The creduts have sometimes
wrecks multiplied with the increase of commerce, the cupidity of ﬂ}"l’“““fd tv "'~‘="b’ §3000 in a single year. It is a natural ques-
bad men was excited, and the Island became the ubode of wreck- , tion why great gains do nut acerue where s0 large an wmount of
ers and pirates and vagabouds of mfamous character.  Few who ) trewsure lics buried , and why the Island people do not employ
survived shipwreck, to reach its then inhospitable shores, c\’cr'“wl}‘ leisure time mn d_‘z:"é‘"l-’» for hidden wealth ? Lcho answers,
lived to bear their story to the main land . but jewels and articles| Why?" Oue tlm.ng is certain, the _Go\'crnmcnt. will not permit
of rare value were often exhibited confidentially as having come sgurcl.n, probably from fear of caciting the cupidity of the men,
from there, and many an adventurer, who left his lome ﬁ,,-l.It lbb.:ll_tl that « certain vessel now lies buried in the saud which
clundestine voyage, returned not long after with galore” of weulth, | 1 I"’}'E“'cl)‘ Lnown to coutain a Jurre amount of silver-plate;;
Then, by-and-by, horrid tales of blood began to be whispered bl}t it is doomed to remain unearthe.. forever, unless a gule of
about, and the Isle of Sable beeame an ill-omened name, at which wind shall some day !il)' it bare. . .
people shuddered and turned pale, less becanse the winds and{ No person is pcrnuttcd.tu .rceu]c upon the Islind without a
waves were merciless than on account of man's horrid inhwnanity hceqsc.‘ Nevertheless, :lppl_watu{u..s fU'l:”Ib bumane but dangerous
to man. Here, sceure from veach of the law, and protected by jservice are numcrous. Tt is a life of izolation and dull monotony,
the very dangers which maltiplied his victims, the wrecher plicd i “]"{50 duily Toutine i> }““"‘1 only by 4w reck, a chase after wid
his murderous ealling. This durk and bluwdy ground could  bouies, & scrimmage with the great (xrgculand seals that bask
furnish materials for a hundred romances, whose recital would | upun the 1}-’"‘?» ur the _“01‘:"'"6 arrival of the Goy ernment cutter,
miake the blood run cold, but such volume of the Island s history ‘“hidl perivdically visits the !:‘1"““1 to carry suppiies and bring
must ever remain sealed to mortal ken. off wrecked persons. Iere is a specimen leaf from Captain
Darby’s diary:

“June 6; morning. Wind S.8.W.; cloudy. No reports
from the look-outs. Sent the men and horses to the wrecks to
haul wood. Impty barrel came ashore at noon. Wind, cvening,
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A whole day’s existence embraced in a meagre record of tiwice
a dozen words—a waifupon the tide oflife as empty and insig-
nificant asthe barrel that drifted ashore! So pass the long days

It is a relief to turn from this tragic period to the opening of
the present century, when humanity prompted the philanthropists
of Nova Scotia, headed by the Exceutive, to lay the foundation
of the present relief I3stablishment, whose usefulness every com-
mercial country has had mournful vecasion to acknowledge. That
which brought the project under immediate consideration was the
~.reck of the transport Prencess Amelie, having on board the
furniture of Prince Edward, the present good Queen's father, |
with recruits, officers, and servants to the number of two hundred, {5, months, varging litte. The livestock have to be fed and
all of whom perished— though it is supposed that some reached ! oqped for. There is the little garden to be tilled, with its patches
the siore and were murdered by the pirates. A vessel wus sent! gp potatocs, cabbages, and turnips. The needed supply of wood
from Haln.fax. to_inquire after them, and she also was wrecked. ! yyust be gathered | huy is to be wmade in its season, and buildings
The Provincial Legislature at onee took action. By recommend-1 (4 pe repaired.  Sometires there is a fishing escursion, a scarch
ation of the Licutenant-Governor, Sir John Wentworth, a sum! 5 eranberries. or a hunt for wild rabbits.
was approprintcsbfor the construction of suitable buildings, thet Byt at ]cnn’(h an cventful era dawns. It is a alm day in
vagabonds that infested the Istand were driven off, and in 1802 Jyne - a lieht breeze scarcely ripples the sea, which now wears its
the present Jstablishment was founded. In 1804 an annual{fyirest euice. The lonz belt of surf that fiinges the Island
allowance of $1600 was voted for its support, and Edward glitters anzlingly in thcasunshinc, aud the gulls and wild fowls
Hudgson was appointed Superintendent, who, with a crew of ! 5pe feeding far out to sca.  Seldom has the vpicture so brilliant
fogr men, volunteered their services. Ilis salary was $400 and !l sottine. In the hour of this repoze a signal flug is scen to mount
“found.” This was the beginning; and the satisfactory result! (o 1all flag.staff of the Yook out Station at the West Eund, and
a saving of forty-one lives, and property to the value of $9200, up! hefore it has fuirly shaken itself to the breeze a responsive sigual
to July of 1804. In 1808 sixteen persons were employed on!yices to the mast-head on the high hill at Tead-quarters, nine
lhp iskind. In 1512 the Commissioners reported that the Esta-1y,i)es away. There is a speck in the offing, and with a good glass
bhs:hmgnt was {nnduquutc to cfiect the humane purposes forf e long-expected entter is plainly seen standing in, with her red
which it was designed, o frequent were the wreeks and so insuffi- | opgiem fiying at the peak. There is joy en the Island: and if
cient the apparatus for rescuing life and property. onc on board the vessel were near cnough to distinguish objects,

But it scems that little improvement was effected for several he would observe a commotion in the little hive on shure.  Over
years, for in 1825 came a second appeal — this time from the  the sandy hills aad along the beach the outpust men are gallop-
philanthropic Si» James Kempt, and addressed to the British‘ing their shagzy ponies in hot haste to ITend-quarters, recalled
Government. It proved effectual. During all this previous, by the signalflag = There is bustle and preparation at the barn
period the stablisiment had been solely supported by the poor | and boat-house and the whole counnunity of men and animals
provioce of Nova Scotia, although the commeree of almost evcry'sccm to have turned out of doors at some unwonted cause of
nation reaped its benefits wmore than she. Tt is true that corrcs-!cxcitcmcnt. The dogs bark in chorus, and frisk and tumble in
pondence was opened with some Bocton merchants soliciting their  the sand, barcfooted urchins halloo and scream ; and a patiiarch
co-operation, but the parties differed as to terms, and nothing | rooster even wnounts a post and crows at an unusual hour.
resulted. But in 1826, answering Sir James Kempt's appeal,!  To the stranger on board the cutter the landscape that gradu-
the British Government apprapriated $2000, which increased the | ally rises to view is one of singular novelty, and not without its
annual fund to $3600. Henceforward improvement was steadily | beauties, while the whole situation possesses an absorbing interest,
visible. The old Superintendent died, and Captain Joseph| Petrels flit and hover in his wake, and dip into the surfice of
Darby succeeded him, under an able Board of Commissioners, ; the fatal current that now fluses peacefully in such weit-dissembled
composed of Sir Samuel Cunard, Captain Maynard (both now | mien. There is ascnse of exhilaration in thus daring the dangers
dead), and Jacob Miller. New apparatus was added, and in|of the treacherousdeepand braving its angry passions—an exeite-




