
PUBLIC PRAISE. S

voice to invite rnen in son-; yea to plead %vith thern to copie to
the Savîour.

It is not legYitimate, howvever, as the manner of somne is, for a
mnan to sing to a congregation on the Lord's day, " Corne to
J esus," ivhose life ail the w'eek says "'Corne to the devil."

Nor is it legitimate for a choir to make the song a mere exhli-
l)it ion of musical skill, where there is no possibility of spiritual
impression, because of the w~ords or fragments of words flot being
intelligible. It is fraud and shame to say, because a test of
scripture is tomn to shreds, and the disjecta membra scattered
over the notes of a piece of music, and the choir repeats words
and fragments of w'ords without meaning, that that is sacred,
merely because the unrent, unmutilated verse is taken from
scripture. Vain repetition in praise is found in Christian con-
gregations, and is no better than the vain repetition in the
prayers of the heathen. Much singing in that sense is no better
than the mucli speaking in the other.

\Vhen a choir is p-rniitted to address its son- to the congre-
gation, or when an individual is permitted to do so, care must be
taken that the life points in the direction of the song. If song
and life are at strife, the spirit of praise in the sanctuary is
destroyed, and God and His house are dishionored.

\Vliat should the subject-matter of praise be ? The position
hias been taken by many in -the L'resbyterian Church that the
psalmns are the only legfitimiate songs of praise in the sanctuary.
They tell us that wve have there an inspired book, which the l-oly
Spirit has prepared, and w'hich oughit to, be sufficient for thè
churchi for ail time. This argument proves too much. If it
implies that nothing but inspired songs should be sung-, thien
cither the churchi for the first thrce thousand vears of its history
salig uninspired songs, or the revel-ation in songy Of that period
lias been lost. None of these songs, c.-xccp)t perhaps twvo or three,
have corne down to us. If the ages before David could sin-
prai ses zacccptably to God in words which do not formi a part of
the volume of inspiration, ~lwc.-nniot the people iii the centuries
after Christ sing praises acceptably, even though their soîîgs do
xîot formn a part of the inspircd volume ? \Vc do not believe that
so large;a part of the volume of rcvelat ion lias been lost -as such
anl 'arguinwnt inîiplics.

l'li Psalns rif David do not rxhiaust the sul)ject-iia-ttcer
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