360 KNOX COLLEGE MONTHLY.

science, but merely a chapter, and a very subordinate one, in
theology. It was the first attempt at a Christian philosophy, and
though it seems mcagre to us, it was a great advance on the
preceding period.

The scholastics are worthy of much honour. In them, rcason is
scen beginning to assert its right, and to demand that Church
doctrines should accord with it. In them wec find the first
motions of the spirit of enquiry, which was yct to work outa
political and religious freedom hitherto unknown and to inspirc a
Bacon, a Descartes, a Locke, an orthodox Berkeley, and a sceptical
Hume.

Philosophy, as the scrvile handmaid of the Church, at length
ran its coursc. It discovered the impossibility of rationalizing
dogma or unifying faith and rcason. Hence it no longer had a
foundation upon which to stand.

During the latter part of the fiftcenth and beginning of the six-~
teenth centurics, other powerful influences were at work. The
revival of ‘classical study, the spread of knowledge through the
discovery of the printing press, the Reformation, and not least, as
far as philosophy is concerned, the advance of the natural sciences.
Copernicus, Kepler, and Galilco, announced their discoveries and
methods of expericnce and observation. These new forces work-
ing aloung with the incrcased strength acquired by reason through
the internal decay of Schalasticism, brought about a transition to a
new philosophic problem and method. The change, however, was
not in a day. Like all such movements it was a growth, a transi-
tion, in which transition Bacon was onc of the chicf actors. He
cmphasised the importance of putting aside all prejudices.
Expericnce, and the observation of Nature is the truc mcthod of
al} sciences. .

Descartes went further than Bacon, and asserted thatall we have
been accustomed to belicve should be put aside.  Everything
must be doubted which it is possible to doubt. He found it was
impossible to doubt his own cxistence, which is certain on account
of the clear pereeption that it is impossible to think and not hc.
ile thereflore concludes that all clear pereeptions arc true.  On this
principle of clcarness of pereeption his doctrine of innate ideas is
bascd, ¢.¢., idca of God.  When he cbserved his mind, he found
ideas of three sorts: innade, thosc rcccived from without, and




