
science, but mnerely a chiapter, and a very subordinate one, in
theology. It %vas the first attcmpt at a Chiristian philosophy, and
though it seems meagyre to us, it wvas a great advancc oui the
precedingY period.

The scholastics are w'orthy of much hionour. In them, rcason is
seen beginning to assert its righIt, and to dernand that Church
doctrines should accord ivith it. Ili thicm- wc find the flrst
motions of the spirit of enquiry, wvhicli was yet to work, out a
political and rcligTious frcedom hithierto unknown and to inspire a
Bacon, a Descartes, a Locke, anl orthiodox Berkeley, and a sceptical
Hume.

Philosophy, as the servile handmaid of the Church, at length
ran its course. It discovered the in.possibility of rationalizing
dogma or unifying faith and reason. Hience it no longer haci a
fcunldation upon which, to stand.

During the latter part of the fiftccnth and beginniing of the six-
tcenth centuries, other po)wcrful influenlces wvere at work. The
revival cf 'classical study, the spread of knowledgc through the
discovcry of the priintingç prcss, the Rcforunation, and not least, as
far as philosophy is conccrined, the -adva-ince of thc natural sciences.
Copernicus, 'Kepler, and Galilco, aniiiounccd thecir discoveries aild
nuethods of experience arud observation. Thecse licu' forces wvor,--
ingr along ivith the incr-cascd strcngthi acquireci by rcason throughl
the internai dcayv of Schic~ia-sticisuni, broughit about a tranlsition to a
niew 1pli!osophiic problcnii and iiiethod. The change, hlowevcr, ivas
niot ini a day. Likec ail such niovcmcnts it was a <rrowth, a transi-
tioni in whichi transition Bacon iras onec of the chief actors. lie
emiphasL-ised i.lic importance of puttingq aside ail prejudices.
Expcrienice, anid the obstrv.-tioli of Nature is the truc micthod of
aIi scicnces.

Descartes ivent fuirthecr thian Blacon, anid asscrtcd thiat ail wc hiave
been accustomcd tço bclicvc should bc putt iE. Evcrythiing
iist bc cloubtcd îvhich it is possible to, doubt. lic found it iras

impossible to doubt bis own existence, wlhich is certain on account
of the clear piercep)tion that it is impossible to think an-d not bc.
1-lic tfrecconcludles tha.t aillcicar pcrccptioils arc truic. On this
pTrilipk of ccnesof percep)tion bis doctrine of innatc ideas is
baiscd, c.,idea of God. Wlhci lie cbscrv;',d luis mind, lic fouind
ideas of thirc Norts: ilinate, those rcceivccl froii ititouit, and
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