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becomne chiarged with death dealing powver so that there wvas
94placed at tl-e east of the Garden of Eden, Cherubims; and a
flaming sword which turned every way to, keep the wvay of the
tree of life." As the beautiful bow that spans the ernptied
stormn-c]oud, tells us tliat ive need neyer fear another flood, s0
the occasional sheen of the northern lights, iii our tamne temperate
slcy, nmay serve to remnind us on the other hand that the grates of
the Eden of the early time are fast closed and sealed against us
But while wve may neither eat of the tree that wvas in the midst of
thue garden, for sit under its shtadow, wve may speak of it stili,
and be assured from the impress wvhich tlue remeniberance of it
has left upon ail the descendants of Adam, that the garden ir,
whiich it grewv xas indeed in the centre of thie Arctic Zone. It
is an interesting fact that almnost every race on the face of the
earth has its sacred trec or sornething corresponding to the
pristîne trcc of life; and it is stili miore intercsting, in the prescrnt
enquiry, to notice that inany ancient religions and mythologies
ýagree - in associalieig izeir Pareadise Trc< witz Mie axiis of M/e

wo; o Oizer;Lz.ise, wzitki eqizal i7znmistzkabliuzess, iocaing ii t/te
A' 7rctic Pole of t/tecat.

"That the Northinen conce&ved of the Universe as a tree (the
Ygdrasil> is well known to ordinary readers. . As the abode

of the Gods was in the north polar sky, thc surnimit of the trc %vas
at that point, its base in the south polar abvss, its trunk coincident
ivith the axis of heaveiif and carth. But whilc inost rcaders are
familiar %vith this Norse myth, feîv are aware how aucient, and
universal an idca it represents. The saine tec appears iii the
eariicst Akkadian mnytlogýy. And what is prccisely to our
purpose, it stnd at the 'cciitc or pole of the carth wvhere îs the
holy house of the Gods.' Lt is the saine trc which in ancient
Egyptian Mlytlloloçy incloscd the sarcophiagus cuf Osiris, and is
coincident in position ztnd direction wvithi the a-xis of the 'vorld.
The Plicenicians, Syrians, and Assyrians hiad cadli their sacrcd
trc in wvhichi thec Universe was symnbolizcd. Thie central line of
whose trunk wvas one with the axis of licaven and ca-ýrth. Amoncr
tlic )?crsianls thc legcndary trc of Paradi.e took on two forins,
and cvcry indicaLion points us to the nlortlieria pole as tlic place
%vhierc it stood...

""The Aryans of Iiidia, as carly as thc far off Vcdic age, liad
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