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Christendom, and on the first Monday of the month there is a ring of
prayer girdling the ‘globe!

The next great step is the formation of a missionary society at
Kettering in 1792, That same William Carey is again chosen to lead
the way. It is this sanctified shoemaker who teaches a lethargic
Church to “attempt great things for God and to expect greai things
from God.” Twelve obscure Baptists withdraw to the parlor of the
Wallis house at Kettering on that 2d of October and draw up a com-
pact to organize a society to send the gospel to the heathen. They
ercct a humble missionary treasury and put in it a wifling sum of
thirtecen pounds and a half crown sterling; and thus again William
Carey is thrust forward by God to lead the Church to organize mis.
stons. To-day R. M. Cust, Esq., tells us that there are approaching
250 missionary societies, belting the globe, with almost 7,000 mission-
aries from Lurope and America, and nearly five times as many who,
from converted heathen, Moslem and pagan disciples, have joined them
in the work of proclaiming a gospel of salvation to the lost. To-day
the missionary treasuries receive and disburse annually an aggregate
sum of over two hundred thousand times the amount laid on the altar
of missions on that day in 1792, and all this increase within less than
a century!

In 1793 William Carey himself goes forth to India, leading now
not in prayer and organization only, but in actual missionary activity
—in sclf giving. He becomes England’s first foreign missionary,
The Lord of the harvest thrusts forth into IIis harvest the man of
Paulerspury whom He has separated unto the work. For a hundred
years his example has been the incentive and the inspiration to similar
consecration. The aggtegate number of foreign missionaries who
have sinee 1792 gone into the field is known only to God. No oneman
has probably the data from which to give that sublime list of men
and women who have fallen asleep, or are still living, and who belong
to that sacred host; but we believe if that entire roll of living and of
dead could be called it would be found to number not less than 25,000!
Can any believer look at this missionary century and doubt that this
whole work is God’s work, who alone doeth wondrous things ?

We have no space, here and now, to carry on this presentation of
the supernatural factor in missions. But, were there space and time
at command, we should pursue the theme with enthusiasm through
volumes. For the encouragment of others who may be disposed to
follow the subject into its fascinating ramifications it may be well to
sketch a few of the directions into which the subject branches out,
as we think of the divine presence and power in the missions of the
Church.

There are two great branches of the theme. TFirst of all, Christ’s
personal promise, “Lo, I am with you alway,” and sccondly, what




