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THE GREAT UPRISING AMONG STUDENTS.
[EDITORIAL —A. T. P.]

ANY believer who keeps his eye on the pillar of cloud must observe
that it is plainly in motion in a new direction. Mr. Wilder's letter,
with its accompanying extracts from other correspondents, will show
that this uprising is not spasmodic and impuisive, but steadily increas-
ing in depth and breadth of extent and impression. There are a mo-
mentum and volume in the movement which show thatit has its source
in God. It is particularly marked by three conspicuous features: 1.
An increasing intelligence as to the work of foreign missions, its extent,
its demaud, its promise. 2. An enthusiastic self-consecration to the
missionary work both at home and abroad. 3. A self-denying effort
among studen’s themselves to raise funds to send volunteers to their
field of labor. In other words, the movement combines. in a marked
degree, intelligence, zeal and gifts, or knowledge, personal consecration
and systematlc contributions.

No movement with which we have been familiar has so impressed
us as the mark of God’s hand. Three things have ovnpressed all pray-
ing friends of missions for thie last half century: the prevailing igno-
rance of the missionary work. the paueity of laborers for the field, and
the inadequacy of the oiferings for the work. There has been a lack of
inowledge, of workmen and of money. Just in these directions the
Lord is now moving to create a supply. Never was missionary litera-
ture.so generally demanded, so widely spread and so devouringly read.
Never was there such an enthusiastic self-offering among young men
and women. It is like the apostolic age ; and it is speading wider and
wider. Already an army of three thousand students in England and
America has been enrolled at the recruiting offices of the Captain of our
Sal =%’on 5 and at the present rate of increase the number will double
in less than eighteen months. The enthusiasm is contagions. It
catches from college to college and from seminary to seminary. It has
already reached Norway, which is a long way from Northfield, where
the divine fever was fivst felt, in July, 1886. No man can tell how gen-
ceral and universal this missionary interest may be before this year of
grace is ended.

When the students began te come forward and offer themselves,
timid souls said, “ What shall we do with these young men?” The
boards were depleted in their treasuries ; they could scarce keep the
present machinery in motion—how could they raise money to put thou-
sands of new laborers in the field? But prayer went up to God.  Aund
lo ! the students themselves organize and combine ; they form imssion-
ary societies among themselves, and begin to collect funds to send these
voluntecrs abrond. Members of faculties head the movement, and




