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Midrummer Nigbt's Dream-Shake-speare.

, T à~ %'idely conceded that nweciii the field of dr-amatic art

do the %works of any one manii afford a vaster or moi e eniticîig,
Sstudy thian do those of ilamShakespeare. Th'is is doubt-

less due to the fact, that bis wvriting-s offer a greater diversiîy of
Chariacter, a firmer mnental grasp of tic inidividual subject, a clearer in-
sigbit to the motives acttuai!ig bis Dramiatis Personoe, and a vividniess.
case and naturalness uniequalled by other w~riters ot the comiedy or
dirama. To such a degree does lie possess Lhis latter quality of
iiaturalness tlîat lie bas cauised tbe coiinedv to appea-r tic 'product uf
grrowth radier iban of àrtistie invention. Thus to Shakespeare and bis
skill is the dramna indebted fur its liigh place in Eniglish writillçcs.

Just as the stereoscopist, conicealed ii ic eloomvy rear, inaiy uhovtpon
thie canvas lus attractive x'iews, so lias Sh kespeare. standing, iii Uie

loo0 f tie sixteenth century, tastenud upoii tic canivas of tbe %world's
dranîaîc literature, bis enclianting views before wvlich tic bîisiest nîn1SIt
pause enraptured by their rcalness. 'l'it art is visible, but Uic artist un-
seen.

None of bis views lias Shakesî>earc more suiccessfiullv manipulated
than that of the -Midsumnier Night's Dr-eani." In duis lie bias under-
taken a theme shuinlîed by other wvriters. And so beautifully lias lie
effected is end. that to ail il nmust appecar that vithot- Midsunmmier
NTit's [)rean " bis works would bc m<';st incomî>lec. There wvould
reniain one phase of uîîstablc life untotuched by artist's peùi. D ïcan
land wvould be yet unexplored.

As tlîe dreain of the nig-lît allJar b0le unconnectud with tlic
busy rush of the j)receding or folloiring dayi, s'o Sikser

Dreani " appears to stand separate fromn bis other plays. In this we
iind not the logician of tic Il Merchant of Veniice," uor the pihilosophier
Of I Hanilet. But liere tlîe scerie is gloonîy, the characters fleeting.
Uic arguments I iglit aiid the languiage Very simple.

To l)aint a dreain! To mnît of us a dreani is but a ficetinig iii-
toxication, very vaguely renîemnbered aind utterly uninteresting, of revicw
How often have we endeavorcd to, present Uiis fcrvid liai]luc. îatioîî t
anotber, onlv to finid that its nature ss 100 visionary, its texture tou
aerial t0 admit of vocal toucli. lîk eaealone lias beeni able tio
capture one ofthese buoyant bubiblcs tiid iii ibis conîedy lie lîolds it upl
tb our viewv. Here we se -il] the iniagcry of tie iidest and niost.
faiîtastic dreain actually embodied befoare our eves. Tlie wrîîer ihus
depicts tie nioving agencies as fuie. ic elements as moon01-beanis
.mnd tic sweet fragrance of tlow'ers; emil tlîe hiuran agents arc of the
-;amie vsoaycharacter, bcinig subjerts of illvsion and encliantiment,
love and amusement bring thcir sole occupation. W'e do not of course
believe ibis to be a psychological explanation of drc'inus. nor do Ive
assume tiat even in dreanî-land our iinds are subject to thc caprice
if fainies. Vet ic -- Dreani" shows ilie skill of ils wriier %vhio endors
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