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cach chapter, a comprehiensive index, and a
good chironological table. The appendices also
contain a considerabie amounit of valuable
information, social, constitutional, and statisti-
cal. The work as a wvhole is admirably con-
ceived and executed. ]ndeed, wve have so higli
an opinion of this histor3, that it sems ivorth
wvhiie to lay some stress upon the mistakes wve
find in it. It is wvritten ivith an easy and fioV-
ing pen ; but, as we have already hinted, it is
siightly grandiloquent at times, and the effort
to be picturesque occasionally causes trouble.
For example, iL is stated (p. 212) t1hat at the
attack on Fort Niagara, at the mouth of the
river, Ilamid the boom of cannonade, the rattie
of musketry," &c., "wvas heard the muffled
roar of the mighty Falîs'"-which we taký leave
to doubt. This passage, taken in connection
,with another (P. 304), wvould seem to indicate
that proximity to the cataract does not add to
the roar, for we read that, even at Lundy's
Lane, it was only hieard Ildistinctly."1 Nothing
need be said of the " fltful gleams"» shed
Ilthrough the rifts" by the moon on the latter
occasion, because our readers will not fail to
understand, from the passages given, the perils
of fine wvriting.

The omissions in Mr. Archer's work are note-
worthy. No mention is made of the heroic
resistance of Daulac des Ormeaux ; and althiugh
Mr. Jeffers mentions iL, hie does flot inforin the
reader that thie Long Sault referred to is on
the Ottawva, and not the more celebrated rapid
of the St. Lawvrence. Mr. Archer gives an
account of Beaupré and the expulsion of the
Acadians thence, without referring to Evange-
line. He omits ahl mention of Col. Moodie's
death, îvhich had great weight at the subsequent
trials, althoughi he iiientions the murder of
Lieut. Weir, between Sorel and St. Charles,
also during the time of the Rebellion. He
knows nothing of the Orange Demonstrations
during the Prince of \Vales's visit, or the Fenian
Raid at Fort Erie. These are not ail the
omissions, hut wve pass on to errors of fact,
giving a fewv examples. There were fifty-seven
rectories, not fifty-six (P.- 344) ; the Governor
is Yzot appointed " by the King a7idParliamcneit
(P. 359) ; the Caroline did flot go "lin a fiam-
ing mass " over the Falls (P. 37 1) ; the League
-vas held at Kingston, flot Montreal, and al-
though Mr. Archer does flot intend to repre-
sent it as originating the idea of Confederation,
since lie had previously, assigned that honour
to Chief justice Sewell, in 1814, yet bis
vzords convey that impression (P. 395) ; finally,
Abraham Lincoln wvas izot an abolitionist (p.
426). Mr. Archer gives a strange version of
public matters in 1858. In the flrst place, the
assertion is made(p. 42i)that "the Reformnparty
gained a small rnajority at the general election,"e
wvhich was flot the case, and the "ldouble shuf-
fie" is explained in the following singular way :
Il s members (i. e. of the Cartier- Macdonald

Administration) did not go back to the people,
according to the establishied practice, but re-
sumed their duties as if the few days of Brown
and Dorion were flot wvorth reckoning."

The mnis-spelling of proper names is somte-
thing ivonderful, aud nearly ahl the " Macs "
are wrong. We have M'Donald, M'Kenzie,
M'Dougall, M'Phierson instead of Macdonald,
&c.; Taché, ivithout an accent; Sliddel, Rolphç,
Rideout, B3olton, Sanfield, Langeoui (Lange-
vin) and Renny (Kenny); a commna is inserted
so as to make two persons of Dominic Daly,
and Louis Victor Sicotte appears as A. Sicotte.
Then again wve have the Hon. Mr. Cardwell
and the Hron. E. Bulwer Lytton, as if they wvere
the younger sons of peers. Most of these blun-
ders, if not ail, wvere doubtless caused by wvant
Of knowledge on the part of the English proof-
reader.

But -ive must pause. There are some gene-
rai defects in both these works which we sbould
hike to have noticed, sucli as the want of skill
in fixing definite pictures of historical charac-
ters upon the mi, the absence of any broad
general conclusions upon events, and the ten-
dency to degenerate into mere chronicling.
StilI, each of themn is worthy of higli commen-
dation as a step in advance, and possesses
peculiar and distinctive merits of its owvn.

SPEECHES 0F THE HON. ALEXANDIER MAC-
KENZIE, during bis recent visit to Scotland,
ivith his principal Speeches since the Ses-
sion of I87S. Toronto : James Campbell and
Son.
This is a timely addition to our permanent

political literature, îvhich is at present scanty
enough. There are many wvho do flot preserve
files of the papers or keep scrap-books, like the
late Mr. W. L. Mackenzie, or the living Messrs.
Bowell anid Rykert, and who yet have occasion,
at times, to refer back to the ij4sissiima verba
of a party leader. It bas often surprised us
that collections, like the one before us, are so
seldom published. The authorized Debates
are, of course, exceedingly valuable for refer-
ence, but they necessarily exclude out-of-door
utterances, wvhich are often of equal or even
greater importance. Mr. Mackenzie's Sarnia
speech, for example, contains a better compre-
hensive exposition of the policy and aims of bis
Administration than any delivered in Parlia-
nient. En ipassaut, wve may express the hope
that the Government iih assume the responsi-
bility of continuing the IlHansard," as itis ab-
surdly, but conveniently, termed. Individual
complaints about the style and length of the
reports ought: not to outweigh the general con-
venience, especially wvhere the only alternative
is a resort to partisan versions of the Parlia-
nientary debâtes.

It is unnecessary to enter into any detailed
examination of these speeches, because they
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