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[t is to tbe wretched homes, and to the more %vretchi- beer-bouses. These may indicate the furflber hine ut
ed parents' hearts that we must chiefly ascribe juvenile inquiry into ti: darki social problem. For, %lsy d.s,-
delinqtîency. Ils hiding-places may bc Iixed, in groater guise it 1 we have yet only rencbed the surface of dti
or less degrees, in ail our great cities,-for this vice is malady. Nui-, need %ve growv %vary or disiienrtened.
aimost %vhiolly confined to those centres of' population Wlien %ve liave traced these caýiceruus roots of the nia-
and commerce. A living picture %viIl, better than wvords, lady as they extend and ramify to the very vitalsi of oui
describe the c~ 'ils cotl5e(Itent to these localities 1lie social state,-whien we have laid bave ali tItis drcadt
fallowing is part of a report recerft'y made on juvenile uatomny, then, iLnd not till thien, may %ve conque" the
crime, by several of tbe ma.gistrates and most influential disease. And, with a christion, large, unprejudiced
gentlemen of Neivcastle, and Gatesbead, and tlieir s',tbis muy soori and tspeedily bie doue. Anotlîi
neigbbourbood :- commission of' inquiry would mightly lielp tbis ; but so,

"We think it righit in stating a few case:s to éhowv the too, wvould a larger and more liberal extension and suji
acîual vircumstances uinder wvhichi many childreu be. port of those couinterat*i e agencies already iii use,-tîe
vome criminal, and to enable persons to form their oývni social aud tnnitaiy reforni movenientb, improvcd, dvell-
judgment on the propriety of punishing suchli children ings, model ludging-liouîse:>, and the otlier seeds of good,
by whipping or imprisonment, and on tbe possibility of aI ready tio widely scatteî'ed tbroughout the land. Wilh
reformation under our prescrnt system. a more thoroughi and conceutrated action of the religi-

"In M.-s Ertiry there are 4~5 families; or these, ous, educational, social and sanitary forces, - thiere

some bouses, six or eighit persons may be founîd sleep-
ing, in o ne room, without any separation or distinction of
sex or tige ; the language is rnost obsci-ne-the place is
the picture of misery.

«In D-'s Court, there is a woman wvith lier two!
sons, one 19 years of age, a miserable, sickly boy ; the
other 10 years of age. They live in a room 10 feet by
5 ; it i s nearly darlç, and contains no furniture.
Tbe mother is an babituai, drunkard, and tbe
children, without food and nearly naked, are driven up-
on the streets, wbere tbey exist by begging.

"cA. B- lost bier mother wben she %vas fourteen;
lier father, a drunken profligate, sold every article cý
furniture, and turned her on the streets. At seventeen,
she 'vas foun4 in a dark, darnp cellar in G- Street,
vibere ehe bad lain down to die-and in fact she died
sbortly after.

tiMr. and Mrs. E., in B--, can earn 2.8s a-wveek;
ihey are frequentfly drunk for a week together ; they
have two littie girls, seven and aine years of age, who
are utterly neglected, and, associated with ail the worst
children of the street, are being trained for a life of vice
and rnisery.

IlTwo sisters, S-, their motiier died when they
wvere ten and thirteen. years of age. Their father Ieft
themn to starve, and occasionally lockzed them out at night.
They ivere encouraged by other girls and by an old
ivoirnen to steal from shop doors, anîd the articles stolen
were disposed of at niglit. Their fiatber eventualiy
married again. and turned theri on the istreets."

Thits it is, thiat ilicr"uglîly to eradicate juveniie crime
wve munt wage fierce %vo'r with aIl its 1,revalent inciting
causes :-the over-crowdling of fiamilies, ivith its una-
"aidable resu!t, the intermixture of both sexes and ail
ages; parental negleet and vice, utter ignorance, ur.
bridled liccntiousness, brutal intemperance, destitution,
filth, corrupt*ion and misery. Preventive or reformatory
schools, likce'fever or choIera hospitals, are, from tbeir
very nature, merely temporary institutions. We mnust
repress, and not merely provide for the ravages of this
great moral eridemic. -Common sense wouîd teach
this; at.d glad*tve are to flnd the veterans in the cause
luPporfing this view of the question. One witness most
forcîbly draws attention to the great need of primary
education; sanitary reform found also most wvarm advo-
cales. bomne would deal with the Iodging-houres ; othurs,
the licensing system ; and anotbet wvould isuppress the

But this- can asever be,-nay, ail our efforts wvill be
vain and frutless,,-a very rolling of the st'one of Sisy-
phus, unless we cast out from amongst us that agent
wbicli has made those fathers so brutal, those niotberî,
su sunkçen and depra"edPt.
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Collic back-, coins bac-k rny Cltildhood,"-L. E. L.

tI(t not recail my childhood:-
With ail i's sweet delight,

Its simple, bird-liko gladneîs,
It ivas not alvays bright.

Even morning had lier tear.drops,
And sprino- lier cloudy skcy,

And on the iairest cradie
1've seen.the shadows lie.

I'd not recait .ay zhildhood,
Though tender inemories tlitoî±

Around its rosy portaIs,
Prelusive ta tife's soli;

The fuît voice livin1g chorus
Is swelting round me nom,

And a rosier light is resting
Upon my maiden brais'.

1 have made a changelul journiey
Vii the hilt of lite since munti,

1 have gathercd floivers and blossoins,
I've becs pierced by many a thorn.

But from out the cure of sorroxv,
I have plucked a jew'el rare,

lie strcngth iv hieh mot als gather
In their ceaseless strifc %vith caie.

Now 1 grasp life's burning bcakei.
And howe'er the bubblee, gloW,

l'il pause not Itill I've tasted
The deepest wvave beloîs':

'I'hough bitter dregi. may mingle,
The crimrion tide shail rail,

In full and fearless currents,
Through the fouritains of mny soul.

No ! I'd iyo not back to childhood,
From tue radiant flush of noon,

And svben evenisg closes roind me,
1 crave only one boon;

Amid the valley'e darkness,
Its dangers and its dreasl,

Tile signalstar o£Judah
To shise above My heêad.


