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iunder the gYreat Herder, and a great
and good womau Empress Augusta
was ini the highest Senw'

The famous historian, Moiimsen,
whio lias just passed to higlier
spheres, was pointed out to mie in
the B3erlin UJniversity Library. It
ivas a pleasure rncrely to hiave seen
so great a man.

1l met and becarne very intimate
witli the Countess; S--k-y, and we
corresponded in Frenelh for several
years. Shie was a literaryv lady,
spoke several languages. and Rus-
sian ivas lier native tongue We
usually conversed, in German. FIer
liusband -%vas an officer of higli -Yank
under the Czar Alexander !I.-
father of Marie, Puelhess of Edin-
burgh-who was assin.e in
1893.

The famous Princess Dolgorouky,
whoni AI. xander espoused six
months after the dea.tli of bis Em-
press, ivent to Paris to educate lier
two chidren. On the Emperor's
deathi she eut off all lier liair and
put it in his coffin. She paid a visit
to Rome while we iw-re there, to visit
lier sister. She wvas called the inost
lovely wvoi-an of :Russia, witi rnalg-
nificent aulburn lin~ir, longer than lier
:igure, and large bine eyes.

My fricnd the Couni less S -- kvN
was taîl and beautiful. witli larýge,
soft grey eves, and she sang and
played the harp well. The Counte.s
invited me to spend the winter with
lier in St. Petershurg. and offered
to present nie at the Royal Court.
Hlere a --plendid opening offered to
study the .Nortli and the brilliant
C'ourt of Russia. I finally aciepted
thec invitation »1nd ccproinised " on
one condition-for I could not beave
tlic patli of duty-nainelv, if Rubin-
Stein stayed at home. lie* was Pres-
ident of tlic (orservatorv o>f -Music
in St. Ptrshurg. and I proposed
to myseîf to place xny conipanion
under bis trainingî for the season.

~BtRubinstein came to Germany
and we licard imi- more times in

Leipsic thian I eau say. So I was
obligedl to console myseif witli my
friend's phiotograpli aud lier charm-
ingr letters.

Once I 'Iv d occasion to mnake a six
lxours' journey by train alone, from
the inountains to Berlin. I took a
carriage for ladies onlv, and soon
after entering i t, another lady ap-
pearcd upon the scene. We met
total strangers, but we parted life-
long friends. Shie was the dis-
tinguiislied Baroness M--, well
knowna both in Berlin and Vieuna.
It wv.as quite amusingr how we broke
the ice of silence. My rnountain ad-
dress wvas on my toilette-bag. " O>-"
slie exciaimed, "f sec you come
from Thale. The Baroness X--
lias been, marrying lier daugliter
tliere. Is the bride young ?"

"Nineteen," I replied.
«Nineteen !" slie cried: "wliv, I

thouglit alie was Young !

I lauglied,0s inmmoderately that
slie seemed puzzled. «Wliy,"- I said,
"Cdo you not thiuk nineteen younzg
for a gilto marry ? She lias had
little time enougli to iearn ail she
ouglit tc>koô .

" Friglitful ! terrible ! 1 fancied.
the bride wvould be about sixteen,
whieh is already quite old. Think
liow old nineteen makes lier mother 1
And I was lier bridesniaid ! Ay-di-
mni! .1t seenis but yesterday. Wlio
would liave belicved it ?"

1 liad f0 describe tlie wcddingr, for
1 kýnew% the Baroness -X--, fixe
toilette of the bride, flic jewvels, :aud
so0 ou, cudi ig witli the donkey whicli
marclicd in the bridal procession
decked in flowers and ribbons, then
thec dejeunrr in thie garde n salon,
and aIl flie rcst of it.

We were nowv embarkcd, and we
ecd knewv subjeets to intercst the
oth ler. Like sensible persons accus-
tomed to, mucli travel. ive boti liad.
a natty litho-bskt and we
divided our delicaeies, while the
Ixours flew by. It turned out bliat;
she ', scribbledl noiw and tlien." She


