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breed froni a slightly defective animal froni
a very perfect family, than from a very
perfect animal froni a slightly defective
farnily.

The dcfiects by onc parent should ho met
by poculiar excellence of the other parent
ini the saine point. If' the dam is Il ligli
on legs," she should ho bred to a rani with
short legs; if thiin-fleeced, to an unconi-
monly thick,-fiecod ramn, and so on. This,
however, is t0 ho undorstood within certain
limitations. Those counteractions are to ho
souglit within the circle of proper excel-
lenc, n poe uniformnity in other par-
ticulars. The disting-uisliing features
ainied at in the fiock 'are neithcr to ho
sacrificed nor constantly changcd nor dis-
turhed for the purpose of producing a bud-
den aniendnient in a single point.

There is a practical point of the utniost
importance in the selection of breeding
ranis. AIl do flot transmit their qualitieRs
in an oqual degre to their off.spring-:. The
power of Ilmark offspring," as it is ternied,
according ho, my observation. dependb, io4t,
on two propçrties. The first and hy far
the most influenhial of these is hlood. By
blood I nican nothiing mysterious or une-x-
plainahie. I simpiy inean tîxat blood whiceh
bas flowed so long in one distinct chiannel,
and through animais so closely alike in ail
t2heir properties, that it hias aequired a
power resemblin- thiat of species-a power
conhinuously to reproduce animnais of the
saine famuly and almost the sanie individual
cliaracteristies. Under this definition hie
unsighhly ass jnay have aq high and pure
blood as the wvinged courser of Asia and
Africa, or as the -Ihr descended Merino of
Spai.

The ramn should not only thon have a
faultless pedigree, but, if practicable, ho

amwn from an old, distinct, well-niarko-d
famuly ofMerinos that, have heen the sanie
as a whole and unifomnî among theniselves
for a long course of generations. 1 used to
notice, whien I dabblcd in crote-s betwoen
-Merinos and coarse hrceds. that a rani
which vas the produco of in-atnd-in
brecding. staînped his properties on 'the
niongrel Offsprin g vith peculiar force; ind
I ani Dot certain this rule does not obtain
ho some degrec aimong full bloods. I amn
inclined to question wvhether ehe great,
cavana of Spain, .some of thien once nuin-
'bcring 40,000 sheop, would ever have ne-
quired their reniarkahle idenhity of charac-
teristies without tliat in-and-in hreeding to
ivhich thc.y were subjected. Some intelli-

gent observer of themi in Spain, fly or
SiXty years ago, wvhose nanie 1 do not re-
nicmher, said that in every hundrcd there
wex:e ten rather botter and ton rathor worse
ones, but that the other eighty eould hardly
ho distinguished one from anothor.

The second property I have noticed in
the rani, whioh givos him the powor strong-
]y to inipross his qualitios on bis offspring,
is constitutional vigor. Hie should he
tlîoroughîly masculine. Ho should ho com-
pact and massive in evcry part-bis large
scrotum alniost swoeping the ground. Hie
slîould not have a particlo of a Ilcwe look "
about hiiiîu. Ev'on bis fleece should not be
as fine as a ewe's fleece. lie should have
strength to knock down an ox. lie slîould
have undaunicd courage and de]iglit ini
.battle--fig-hIting with dosperate detormina-
tion until siain or acknowlodged master of
the fioek! I have ofton soon a rani that if'
shut in a barn would go through the side
of it at a sing-le blow like a Catapult.
Othier thing,,s being Oqual, such are more
usually, aecording to niy experionce, the
*ranis wbieh transmit thecir characteristies ho
* heir descendants.

WHY UOGS EAT ASHIE8, &c.

Mr. 31echi, of' Tip-Ti-ee Hall, Eng)and,
lins discoverod that pigs, whien shut up to
fatten, are very fond of cinders., and iniprovo
in condition by eating a certain portion of
thcmn every eay Sonie persons are unable
to.account for this singiïlar propensity in
swine. Poultry are very fond oî egg chelîs,

jlime, sand, &c., and it is well known, these
substances are neoessary in 9rder ho fornijthe shiells of eggs, and to furnish iaterial

tfor the boues of fowl.
Žoit is reasonablo ho, suppose tihat

swino cat ashe-s and cidrs for the purpose
of supplying the maherial for their hones,
and thli&singular instinct in animais so low
in the seale of intelligence, is truly wonder-
fui, for ashes contain the ingredienfs which
are neoessary to, fa boncs, viz., carbonate
and suiphato of lime, and niagnosia, dlay,
silica gelatinized and madc soluble by the
fire.

Miecn hogs arc at large, they take in clay
and silica witlî thoir food> nnd cat bones
and moots whicli contain the nocessary in-
gredients; but whon thîoy are pont up tbey
endeavour ho snppl.y the niaterial necessary
for ko.eping up their frimes by aovouriDg
asiies and cinders. Lot theni have plonty
of them.


