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THE CHURCH 'CIMEN.

Jeasi ono Rermon oo cach of Giese groat departments
of missdonary labour,

M. That ju view of the present nvpeet of affaies in
thy Eastern world, it bo referred o the Reant of ‘
Missivug to take into consuleration the proprivty of
ustablishing missionary operations in the Qttoman
Empire, and tako such action thereln as may bo
deoraed neevesary.

The fiest andd sevend resclutions wero adopted. On
tho third one Leing called up—

Rov. Iir. Stovens begaed leave to stato that the |
subieet of extabilishing miseiony in tho Eastern wuild
waa bmught before th Committee, and it was ielt by |
them that in the providence of Gad, tha tiwe had |
coms whon they ahould taxe the initiatery step,
though nething further was dona than Gy send out
{nquiters to aeettain the eaact state of the ground.
‘Lo reernt war in the Crimea hud prodoced such a !
chamgo in the dispesition of tho Sultan of ‘Turkey,
that ho el given whit was called tho Hutti-sherif of |
an enlargement of the rights and priviloges of the |
inhabitants of Turhey. This Uutti-eherit was tho |
imperial grant « £ vertain rightsand privileges to the
inbabitants ot ¢he Ottoman Empire which they had |
nover before hod, sl might bo well called the Mag.
na Clarta of Relizious freedom. o would read, in
order to give wepbore somp idea of it, one or tvo of
its provisionv i —

In the towns, rmall horaughs, and villages, whero
different sccts ave mineled togethier, each community
inhabiting & di. tinet J1arter shall, by conforming to
the above-mentioned ordinances, have equal powor |
to repair and improve its churches, jts hospitals, its
schools, and ity cemiterice. When thero is the ques.
tlon of the erection of new buildings, the necessary
authority st be asked for, through the medium of
the Patriarchs and heads of communities, from my
Sublimo Porte, which will [lnronouncv a sovereign do-
cision according to that authorwry, exeopt in the case
of administrative obstacles,  The intervention of tho
administrativo authority in all measures of this nature
will be entirely gratuitous. My Sublime Porto will
tako cnergetic messures toinsure to cach seet, what-
ever be the number of it« aldherents, ontiro freedom
in tho uxercive of its religion.

Every distinction or desigantion tending to make
any clas whotover of tho subjoets of my empire
‘nferior to another class, on account of their religton,
language or race, shall be forever efficed from the
adininistrative protocol. The laws sholl be put in
forco against the use of any injurfous or offensive
term, either among private individuals or on the
patt of the authoritics.

Asall forms of religion avo and shall bo freely
professed in tny Jdominions, no suljeet of my empire
shall be hindered in tho exercise of tho religion that
he professes, nor shall be in any way annoyed on
this account. No one shall Le compolled ¢ change
theie religion

These, with many other provisions of this remarke«
able paper, hud opened the Ottonan Empire te the
cfforts and labours of Christian missionaries.  When
other bodies wero making strenuous cfforts to occupy
that promizing field which God in His Providenco
had g0 romarkably thrown open, he felt thut it was
due to thcm that this Convention should ask the at-
tention of the Board of Missions to this field, that it
wight take such measures as would cnablo this
Churcl to be represented there.  They sent out a
wissionary on a former ocersion, but that mijssion
proved a fuilure. That was. however, no reason
why thoy shuuld not attempt it again.  Circumstan-
ced existed then which do not now exist.  There
were obstacles then which were now removed. They
know that all the sym@athies of the Awerican, Assye
rian, and Nestorian Churches were liturgiesl and
Ypiscopal, and that, therefore, this Church could
la{;our among them more cffeetually than any other
body of Christiana; except of course the Inglish
Church, which is our Mother Church. o hoped,
therefore, that this simg!o resolution of cnquiry re-
questing tho Board of Missions to take tho subject
into consideration would bo pnssed.

Tho resolution was agreed to.

Rev. Dz, Hawks said be observed thatin the re-
port reference was mada o the point which bad ari-
scn butwween tho English Bishop in China, and our
Bishop, on the subject of jurisdiction. In the early
part of the scusion ho Lolieved some step was taken
on tho part of this House, and he should be glad to
know of the Chairman what action had taken place
in our Church with roference to the adjustment of
that question,

Rov. Dr. Stevens stated that in the year 1834, be
thought, tho Episcopal Church sent out ite fiest mis.
sionaricg to China.  Ouno of these missionarics was
present, whomn he had tho pleasure of meoting in
¢hina in 1836 or ’6. Thoy returned to this vountry
tinding it impoasiblo then to ostablish a mission there,

In the year 1837 tho present Hisionary Bishop
vent out to Chira,  He scturned to dhis country in
1x44, and fv tha se~siont of tha General Cunvention
that year, in this city, was yominated ug o Mieons
ary Biehop haviug jutisdicsion jn China,  Immediato
steps wero taken to sccure him such rightaand juriz.
diction a8 would wov conflict with auy ijssic naties
that might bo thore dent out by the Chureh Mission.
ary Sucicty, or by tho Society for Propagating the
uegpel in Foecign Pacts,  Tn tho yeae 1849, Hoog
IKong wax ceded to ths Jinglish, and the Howmo Count
cil immediately appointed the Rovd. Georgy Smith,
who had leen a wisgionary there, 83 Lishop of that
place, with the title of Bishop of Vietoria, Then
camn up apietion o o jurisdiction. .\ Commitieo
oy the part of the Houseof Bishopy, onsisting of
Bishops D uane, Whittingham, awl Lie, was ap-
ointed to enrreqpond with thy Archbishop of Cun-

terbury on this subjoct.  Their corre-pondence avail-

vl nothing.  Dizhop Mellvuine, going to Englamla
vear or two ufierwords, was requested to eee 1ia

tiraco of Canterbury and adjust tho matter, if poeis |

We, with him.  Ho found it jimpossiblo, however,
o come to nny decisien.  Another Committes waus
raixed at the last Ueneral Convention—a Camnitteo
of threw Bishops was appointed under thoe following
resolution +—

Reedie s, (the House of Clerival and Iay Deputics con®
enrring, ) “That the saliject of the contlict o jurisdiction b
tween the Missionary Bishops of this Clurch in China,
and that of the Bishop of "!(‘(lll’i.l, e nfirred to a Con-
mittee of threo Bishops, to be namesd by the Houw of
Biskops, tonct in the revss of the Generad Cottvention, in
wonference with the Forcignt Cotumitteo of the Boanl of
Missions, and to hold suclt oorrespondeme ws they may
drem suitalile to the case with His Qraee the Archibiskop of
Canterbury snd the Church Missionary Socicty in England,
aml pepoet attelt cotrvapondence to the next Uenerat Cone
ventiont.

1o hold in hia hand that correzpondence, and if it
was the pleasure of tho house, ho would real it, uth-
crwise ho would state its rubstance. [State it.{
Tho Cloimmittee on the part of the Bishops consisted
of Bishops Voane, Lee, and Whitehouse.  On tho
20th of June, 1855, they nddressed a lettar to the
Arclibishop of Cautarbutry, reciting what had pre-
viodsly been dene, and calling his uttention to what
was not done by his predecessor, Archbishop How-
ley, and vequesting hiw to take such weasures as
would enable them to scttlo this vexed question of
jurisdiction. Tho question was i every way respect.
ful, and covered the whele ground,  As fur ns they
could, in their intercourse with tho Archbishop of
Canterbury, they avoidet any allusion to the Church
Missionary Society, which was olso a party in the

sremises,  The Archbishop of Canterbury replied
1 a letter, which stated that no injurious rivalry hed
existed between the two Bishops, that although the
two Churches were closcly nlficd in doctrinoe and
fellowsbip, there would be an incongruity in placing
members of the English Church under the jarizdie-
tion of unotber.  The ephero of the Bishop of Vie-
toria wag preseribed by an order of the Council,
having the forco of law, direnting all persons in holy
orders of the United Church of Ingland and Ireland
being within the dominions of the kinjeror of China,
to bo subject to the authority and jurisdiction of the
Seoand Bishop of Victoria. ‘The letters patent by
which he was appointed, especially instanced Canton,
Amoy, Fouchong, Ning-ho, and Shanghai, as requi-
ring spiritual superintendence,  Any alteration in
his jurisdiction could not be made but by the authority
of the State.  The result of such an  application for
an altcration must bo very problematical, and would
lead to greater inconvenicnces than had hitherto
oecurred, or were likoly to occur, from the co-exise
tonce of two Bishops in China, The Bishop was
gratified that nothing had orisen to remder the
exieting jnconvenience mora than theoretical.

Eeclenlastfcal
-~ TN AT NN AN W AN NSRRI AN R R g
PRAFT OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS FOR
«TRIAL OF CLERGY.”

Whereas in the Royal Luiters Farent of His Me-
jesty Qoorge IIL., constituting the Sce of Nova
Scotis, * full power and authority’ was granteq to
the Bishop oip tho soid Sco and his Suecessors,
¢ by him or themselves, or by Lis or their sufficient
« Commissary or Commissarics, by him or them to
“bo substitated and named, to visit all Rectors,
« Curates, Ministers and Incumleuts of all the
 Churches within the said Diocese, whercin Div.ino
« service shall be celebrated according to the rites
« and Liturgy of tho Church of England, and all
“ Pricsts and Doacons in Holy Orders of the
« Churoh of Eagland resident in their said Diocese,
* with all and aﬁ manner of jurisdiotion, power, and
« coercion Yoclesiastical that may be requisite in the
¢ premites ; also to call before him or them, or his
“ or their Commjssary or Commirsaries, a$ such

{ *compitent day<, hwurs, wnd places whatsoever,
y ! when, aud us eften, av to him'or them, or his or

* their Cemmiseary or Cosani-aries shall seora meat
’ * and canvenicnt, the ofurcaid Reetors, Curates,
» ** Ministers, Incumbonts, Pris-ta, or Decacons in
i loly Ordors of the Church of England, or any of
‘ ** them, aud to enquita, by witnesses, t» Lo sworn
P in dua form of law, by him cv them, or his or

** their commimsary or commisearicg, aud Ly oll other
( ** lawful ways and means by which the same may,
t ** by law, Lo best and nost uifectually done, as woll
' ** concerning their morals as their behaviour in their

* paid Offices nnd Stations, reapectivoly, oz also to
| «administer all such caths os aro acoustomed to be
| *takenin Eeclesiastical Courts ; wnd to punish and
p ** correet the ufwwesaid Bectors, Curaton, Ministers,

** Incumbonts, Pricaas. und Deacons, in Holy Orders
‘ ** of the Church of England, according to their de-
** rrerits, whether by rewoval, dvprisation, suspen-
** sivn, or other such Leclosiastival ccusuro or ‘vor
** yeotion as they may bo Jiablo to, according 1o tho
« Cauons and Laws {):olesins!ical atoreadid.’

i -And whereas it is expedient to defino tho mode
in which such power shall Le oxervised, Wo the
Bishep, Clorgy, and Representatives of the Laity,
¢ of the raill Divcese, bavo agreed upon tho fiullowin
- tules, (of which tho principles have teen udopte
from the English Act, 3 & 4 Viee., Cap, 80), to bo
observea, iu order to recuro a fair aud impartiol tri.
bunal for the trial of any clorgyman whoe may bere-
ufter bo charged with any cffence, rendering bim Jia-
ble te JEeclesin-tical ecensure.

1. Whenever the Bizhop wuy determine to ineti-
tute proceedings against any Clerk in Holy Orders,
who may bo charged with any offunco ugainst the
Laws Ecclesiastical, or concerning whom there may
| exist scandal, or evit report, bo shall issuo a com-
mission under his hand and scal to five Presbytors
of not less than zeven yonrs® standing, and the com-
Imissioners 50 nrpointod. or any thren of them, eball
enquire into the truth of tho chargos alloged
against the party sccused, os set forth in their com-
mission, notico of the tino and place of such enqui-
ry baving been given to the party aceused, and to
the party, if any, upon whose application or com-
[;lnint tho commission may have been issuod, net

vss than thirty days before the time appointed for
the commencement of the enquiry. “And in the
course of such enquiry, tho commissioners shall ve.
ceivo all such ovi:lecco a3 may be tendered to them,
whether for, or against the party accused. And
the said commissioncrs shall report in writing, un.
der the hands of at least threo of them, whether,
in the cpinion of the majority of thoso present, there.
bu or bo not suflicient prima fucie ground for insti-
tuting furtber proceedings, which Report shall be sc-
companied by a copy of the evidence on which it is
founded.

2. And in all cases, whon tho Coromissioners
shall bave reported that there is primé facie ground
for further proceedings, the Bishop, with the written
consent of tho party accused, and of the com-
plainant, if any, may proncunce judgment without
further proecedings

3. If the Comumissioners shall roport that there is
primd facie rround for further proccedivgs, and
cither the party accused, or tho party complaining,
(if any) shall not consent to have judgment prow
nounced as aforesaid, then, but not other®ise, threo

nominated, as hereafter provided, to sit with the
Bishop, or his Commissary, specially appointed fpr
this purpose, to hear the cause.

4. Notice of tho Bishop's intention. to. jaatituts
further proceedings shall ho dolivared to the person,
accused, together with a copy of the chargo or char~
ges tobe preferred, and the names of nino Presbyters
of not less than seven years standing, and of nine.
lay Membors of the Diocesan Assembly, from which
tho accused shall seleot threo Presbyters snd three
Laymen, and shall notify bis sclection to the Bisho
witbin 14 days after the receipt of eaid notice ani
list of names. But if the accused party shall refuso
or negleot to mako such selection thon, st the axpi-
ration of 21 doys from tho dsy of receipt of list of
names by the gccused, the Bisbop may himeelf
select three Yreshyters and (hreo Xaymon as afore-
said. And vpon receipt of potice of the selectisa
made by the pary accused, or afier his own geleq-
tion, a8 the caso sy bo, tho Bishop ehall notify
to the eaid party the place and day appointed for
his triul, whioh shall be not less thau 21 daya aftar
he shall have veceived notice of the same.

& At tho trial thero ehall be attho least two of the
Cleries] and one of the lay Assessors, or in questions
of ductrine threo of the Clergy present, with the
Bichop or his commissary ; and tho course of pro-
cecding shpll be in all respects, s furas possible, in
conformity with the ordinary practice of Courls of
Justice.  And if after full investigstion and exami:

Clerks in Holy Orders and three Laymon shall be |
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