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TIIE CROSS,

wtat means?
tions of corrupt nature ; by pretended!
reaseRns of neeessity ; by vain dispen-
satiens which they either obtain or
graat to themselves. I have said. vain

dispensations, and to convince you of

this, we have only to consider thice
great disorders that are connected with
these dispensations. The tirst is, that
tn general these dispensations seem to
de attached to certain eonditionsin life,
and not to individuals; an infallible
proof that neeessity is not the rule for
them. And is it not really surprising,
Caristians, that swhen a man in these
days is raised to fortune and rank,there
is mo longer any fasting for him—ithat
then his strength fails, and that nei-
ther bis constitution nor health will
permit him t¢ do what he could and
would have dcne in a more humble
state of life 7 In the second place,
those who imagine they are most dis-
pensed from ,tae obhemon of fasling,
are those to whom fa;tmfr ought to be
most practicabie ; because. thev are the
rich who 2bound in every thing, and
who e joy all the comforts of life. In
the third place, those who strive most
to be exempted from the law of fasting
are those to whom f{asting and penance
are most necessaiy ; W Lo are not only
guilty of many past sins, but who are
still enslaved by the habits of sin—
who have daily a thousand temptations |
before them, that render them more:
subject to relapses for which they re-
quire a remedy.
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Maxims of the Sairts.

CO.;TAINING EDIFYING REFLECTIOXS,

Extractad from ths Lives and Writings of emi-
. =nt Servants of God.

Often #3y 30 yoursel{ : O proud ashes

Ry the false interpreta- l\sh) are y you inflated 2

v - v 3
Wiil he who
cast Lucifer inw heli, spare you ?
\r BERNARD.

Be confounded when you bchold a
God almost annihilatea. and a worm of
carth aliost exalting fisclf. O my Sa-
viour, may all the igznominies and re-
proaches, with whick: you were cover-
ed, full upon me.

Be attached to no one but God ; kap-
py are they who have no other master
but God !

Give yourself to God without re-
serve ; you owe him everyvthing, and
yet you have given him so little ! love
Jesus Christ in such a manner that
every thing which will not be sweet-
ened by the remembrance of him may
become insipid to you.

Endeavour to feel that there is noth-
ing like being enurely attached to Je-
sus Christ, and lonnv him alone.

ST. NORBERT.

You fear the devil : if you wish that
he should dread you, arm vourself with
Jesus Christ ; the cross of Jesus Christ
alone makes him flv and vanish.

Let your heart and your purse be
always open to the poor.

If you were asked to choose between
the whole universe and God, ought you
1he;1tme > The whole world is noth-
‘ing ; God is evervthing : God will sup-

ply the place of every 1hmg else.
‘ St. WiLLiaa, Duke of Aquitaine.
Esteem nothing but your title of be-
ing the servant of God. Watch and
Ipray, in order that you may not losec
| God.

Do not content yourgelves with of-
{ fering him desires; hell is filled with
those who have had them.

Serve God; we suffer much less in
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