
THE MARITIME RflTIÀ.

go hy,aîîd how liard it is tu tind any titne
tor tlieiiselves. It i% a good thiiig for
these and ail other burdened. one that
prayer ia not restricted tu silence anid re-
t ireiiient. (God sonietitiies accepte lahor
As praver, and answers these worked-out
prayers very abundantly.

A prayorful heait wifl find that ear of
the Fatixer at any tinie; and ytt, where it
Cali be fund,, a littie time 8pent in isola.
tiot and atone with Him, will ho produc.
tive (if the fulleat resuits.

If ail pî'ofossing Christians who conm-
pose our congregations were really pro-
pared for the exacting duty of divine wor-
ship, bow mucli more seed would fail on
good ground tu spring up and bear frnit
to evorlaating life !How much leu un-
reasoning critici8in would there be of the
preacher and bin message; how mau.y more
churches and cburch-nxeinbers famed for
usefuinesR auid good works !-Neiw York
EvrangefJist.

THE TEST OF? PRtJGRESS.

It wau Monday morning, auid, according
te his usuel customi, Dr. J-set out
fur Bostonî te, attend 1, Preachers' Meet.
izig." As the c«rm were crowded, he shar-
ed h;s seat with a youîig lawyer whose
face ho had seen several time before, but
who mua a stranger tu, hua. lit chatting
witb bum, the doctor sooi discovered that
bis nine wau Rohert Lindsay, and that
ho was the son of his 'old school)mate Tout
Lindsay. With thc interest of an old
friend, Dr. J-quird, Il Where do
yau attend churcliV'

-Well, the frict is," replîed Robert,
-I amrn ot much of a church-going in.

1 have nover beemi inside of a church sinico
1Icameoto H- :'

Tite doctor looked a trifie surprised ah
lie resuined: -Were you never in the
habit oif attending chui-ch (J> yes,"
said the young man. -'1 always went to
vhurch when 1 waa a boy iii New Hanp-
shire, and thoughit seriotisly of beconiing
a church-mneinbur before 1 left honte; but
ase 1 have grown oldor, iiiy views have en-
tirely clismged. As 1 went aw&y te scliool,
and caille tu college, my atudies broaden.
ed îuy niind. and maîîde mie sou things in a
<itterent li-ht. 1 aîîî growing daily more
lilieral in my ideas. 1 believe in progreas.
1 ani %vliat you inight caîl an advanced
tlh i ke r."'

- Vould you mmid telling nie what you

undtîrstand by the torin 'advariced think-
er ?" asked the doctor. "Certainly liot,"
said Robert. " 1 understand by it une
whio cuta loose from the set notions mid
stiff doctrines of the past. 1 sympathize
with the newer and more elastic views of
trutb that are growing out cf modern
scientifio studies. 1 liko a ratioual reli-
gioni that is flot botind up in a church-go-
ing and seîitimientalsii, but kecps abreast
of the beat thoughit cf the tinte."

After a short pause the doctor continued:
1 have not seen your father since wu

wcre boys together. Did hoe holdl the
saine views that you dot"

60, no. Father and niother were.
both ineinbera of the littie Congregational
church in rny native village. Mother was.
brou'ght up a Methodist, and ber father
was a pre8iding eIder. Father's ancestors.
had been deacons in the Congregational
ohurch for several generations."

'lI seenis alinoat strange that you
should break away from the old order of
thinga. "

- 1 consider it the natural restoît of nîy
mode of life. My parents had always
lived away Up thore, out of the world: and
although they were very intelligent tbey
were simple.minded people. ft was not
till 1 went about amonv, mnen, and saw
more of the world that I got rid of old
notions."

11Waà your father a good man, Robert?"
asked the doctor.

"I The best of mien," replied Robert
with soute heat. IlIf ever there were
saints ini the world, my father and not>er
were two of tbem, and gratidfatbie: Was
another."

"Are you botter than they were î"
Why do you ask sucb a question?. -I

don't profesa tu bu as goo)d as tbey were.
It isn't in nie. They were eo £ljnscieiiti-
ous about every thing, aîîd su devoted to
doingt good. 1 ani too, busy to attend' tu
aniy Îhîng but my business and my famU.
though 1 always give soniething whernrver
a wortby cause is impresaet, upon irie. 1
always intend tu be honeat, though I 500
no use cf being quite s0 scrupulous as,
they wero."

- Vienî your advanced viewa bave not
miade you a better mari than your fatherf'

"I1 don't know that tay view#3 bave any
thing to (lu with my lîfe. Philosophy
and business are distinct iattera,."

" Vere your father and mother happy?"
"Yes, al'vays. They had that sort of


