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«THE RELATION 0F THE SABBATH
SOHOOL TO THE OHIURCH

AND TO THE F4.MILY.
à4 Paper 'recud by D. M¶cDonacld, Es q.,

.Pictoit, ci. Mlue '' Conufeu.ence on èScbbatlb
iScJuools of tMe Prcsebyler-y of Pictot,"
held «t Ë?e-i Glctsgoiv, 3May 8rd, 1887.

I.-TIIE RELATION TO TILE CIIUROH.
IlOhildren bain within the pale of the

visible churcli and- dodicated to the Lord
in baptîsin are unider te inspection nnd
govorannit of tite churcli." Sucli is sub-
.xtantially te cliju af ail denomninations
-a claiun whici few, if any, %v'iil dispute.
The Sabbath.school is the chiof agency
used at te presont tinuie in the ptiblic ie-
ligious instruction of chuldren, and conse-
qjuently is under the goveriuent of the
church, and specially of the setsion, as
the court controlling the aff'airs of the con-
gregation, and thius nearest ta tlie Sabbatli-
school. To argue otherwise is to say that
the churcli lias nto control of the roligious
instruction of its own niemnbers. The
Session, iii the very nature of te case,
niust ho responsible for titis important
branchi of OChristiain work. A.nd on the
fuiness ivith wii titis priuîciple is recog-
nized au)d carrîed out ivili largely depend
the permanent success of any cliurcli.
.Romian Catholies understand thiS thor-
.oughly. " Give us the education of the
children, " say they in effect, Ilaud ive caro
little ilo teacites the aduits." Phiaraoh
scems ta hiave understood it too. " Go
mow yo that are men, and serve the Lord."
Ex. 10: 11.

Are we not justifled in going even a
.step, farther and saying that the Sabbath-
zciîool is in reality a part of the chiurcli, or
irather the church itseif aperating iii a par-
ticular direction ? Suci is tho theory; lot
us glance briefly at the practice.

1.-The Session.
*There are tivo ways in, which Scssions

inay contrai Sabbath-school Mark. (1.)
D)irectly, by appointing te superinten-
'dent and teachera, arud arranging the sub-
jeets to bo studied, etc. (2.) *Indirectly,
by Laking part individualiy,,as officers and
teaciiers. The latter, we think, is mucli
to ho preferred. If nienibers of Session
lhold aloof froni actual Sabbath-school
-work, their ciaini of autliority over the
ýschool ntight ho to saune extent reented.
But if they are an integrai part of tîte
;School, their influence is exerted axtd ad-
vic gue . îtltout any danger of excitin '

a feeling of opposition. It appenra advis.
able that Sessions as sucli should at least
sanction the soection of Supin)iiitendent
niado by the teachers; and tt they
should exert a direct or indirect inifluence
wlitiî regard to tue subjects tauglit. Aniong
ather thiniga shlould they not Seo to it that
the Shoî'ter Catechismi is not nieglected ?
Do wve helieve in Presbyterianism ? Du we
bolievo that its doctrines arc in accardance

,witli Soripture ? Wue dol Well, let us
act up ta aur belief. Let us teachi our
children, and aur children's chuldren, if
you %vil], that admirable coiunpouudiunof
our doctrines whichi the littie onos porsiet
iii calling Ilthe Question B3ook." Esprit
de corps, tenipereci by the (Golden Rule, is
necessary to the existence of any churcli.
A sorry Britislî soldier would he be, ivho,
wvould as ivillingly figflit undei the banner
of Russia or China, as under te glorious
old flag, " which for a thousand years" -
11o, 1 ivont finish the trite quotation, or I
iniglit hear the tinkle of a clietnut hell.

Scotchineu's viitues and successes have
been attributed to niaay causes: to their
cannin ess, their caref uiness of the bawbeos
or even their oatnîeal diet. ls not the
real cause thieir thorougli drill in the Bible
and the Catechisni ? But some aoto says
that we should not traminiel young nîinds
wvitix formula or creed. Let thein drink
at the fountain of truth itseif, the Bible,
and thence evolve titeir o 'wn creed. Koep
-thoxut clear of sectarianisni and bigotry.
Well, Yny friond, cal1 this old-fashianed
doctriae of ours by any l)retty maine you
please. But bo assured of this; that any
poison of the kind you mention, which is
ixnbibed in learning9 the Shiorter Catechismi
will find a more thlan sufficient «antidote in
the superficiality and gush and rant, su
prevaient at the present day. Verily we
need to hold on ta somiething solid; to
cliuig to the old standards, or we are i
danger of drifting, drifting,ý-l wont say
whither.

Should ixot Sessions toa encourage
ciflections in Sabbath-schoo]s for mission-
ary purposes ? Pictou Presbytery stands
protty well contpared with others, gîvixtg
about 25cts. per scholar. But saie
schools con tribute nothing. It is certainly
important that children should be enrly
trained to give to the Lord's cause.
"Train upa cbild in the way ho should
go" (giviîug is one of the best ways of gu-
ing) " and when lie is old hoe will not de-
part fromn it."
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