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supreme authority of the Word of Qod,
aud the inaliensble right of each individ-
ual to judgo for himself in all matters of
religion.  Thewe two doctrines, it is
acarcely necessary to say, ave the funda-
wmental principles of all true Protestant.
s, amy lie at the very basis of relizious
liderty. I euspect it is & very generzl
impression that these principles were
not wrought out and announced until the
Reformation.  But this is & mistake.
We find them not merely hinted at in
Wyeliffe's writings, but brought into
prominence in his justructions to the peo-

le and in his eonflicte with the Papacy.

e belief nf them made him bold and
firm, and their annouucement struck a
chord in many prepared hearts amon
tne people, who had become restive an
consciencionsly humiliated under their
long ccclesiaatical bondage.

Wielding in his firm grasp the ‘sword
of the Spuit which is the Word of God,’
and refusing deference to the authority
of Pope, or king, or prelate, whire God
bad spoken, Wycliffe did not shrink from
assailing the Romish doctrine of the
Mass, which concentrates in itself all the
‘worst and moat characteristic elements of
f:iﬂ error. It was a bold thing to do

is days, Lut his brave heart did not
quail tromn utterances, which, while true,
were dangerous to speak. His great in-
tellect saw more clearly on this matter,
even than Luther’s. ﬁe had no quarter
for nmcrilptnsl mysticism, whether in
the form of transtbatantiation or of con-
substantiation. The bread and the wine
were emblems, and nothing more.  The
‘real presence’ wes a spiritual presence.
The Puritan formula on this matter
could scarcely be more simple and spirit-
ual than that which has been spoken and
written by Wycliffe six centuries before,

Those who have studied with average
diligence the life of Wycliffe, will agree
with us in regarding as one of the st
important services of his public life, his
fearless and persistent exposure and op-
positiun to the various orders of preach.
ing friars. These men, under a vow of
poverty, travelled in great numbers cver
every part of the kingdom, begging for
alms, and cften obtaining large sums of
money, by which thcy envich the monas.
teries and convents, whilwl, by various
expedicnts they also succeeded, in some
degree, in réstoriag the waning popular-
ity and influence of the Papacy. Their
voluntary poverty seemed to many to re-
lieve them of all suspicion of se shness,
while the gifts which they received were
often the price of indulgences for'sin, or

the people wer e taught to regard them as
80 Inuny steps to salvationwnd heaven.

Wycliffe saw the certain tendency of
all this, and hastened to unmask and
counteract these mischievous workers.
But like a true rcformer, he met aud
drove back the tide of error, by sendin
forth, in great numbers, the teachers o
the opposite truth. These were his ‘poor

riests,’ who wore a simple uniform te
Siubinguiuh them as nis evangelists.
They were poor without the vow of jov-
erty, coming with no proinise of 1n§1}|l-
gences as the harter for alhns, or mcnm!
that donations to the monastery woul
be a paseport to rmdise, but preayhing
the doctrine of forgivencss on t.®
grovud of the righteousnest of Christ,
which, whensoever it is believed,becomes
the root and germ of holy affection and
ofa Chriut-life life. And this message
spread like lustral fire. It awakened &
revival over large districts of England,
resembling in depth, exteat, aud influ-
ence that which was produced hy the
preaching of Whitefield and Wesley in
the eighteenth century. ’

One who was uniriendly ¢o the work
acknowledged that, were you to mees
two men oR & road, it was almort certain
that one of them would be found to be @
dis.iple of Wychffe.  Ths influence
spread into Scotland, especially into ite
western countries, such as Ayrshire,
wherehie disciples wereknown under the
name of ‘Lollards,’ and continued from
generation to Ig:nention, aotil ebe‘ trass-
pet of the Roformation sounded, ana
they became part of the great Protestant
commubion,

<.nd far over into Eastern FEaro
especially in  Bohemia and Reighbouring
rvegions, the health giving power was
borne, for although Huss and Jerome did
not receive their first kindhing from our
Reformer, his writings, and probably
also his correspondence, quickened the
the flame and supplied much of the fuel.
Hues translated many of Wycliffe's writ-
ings into the language of Bohemia ; and
Jerome, on his second trial, with the
martyr's stake and the faggots slmost in
gight, coufessed, himself to be a disciple
of Wycliffe,

The last public act of Wyecliffe was noi
his least. The two clesiry ycuts of lns
ife, spens by hint in bis quict rectory at
Lutterworsl, to whe % he had retired,
were employed in translating the Scrip-
tures into the English language. It was
his high and unigue honour to0 have been
the first to give to his fe' ow-conntrymen
the whole Bible in their native tougue,



