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The Douglas Grain Bill,
Follownig 18 the text of thie grain
et Lill wtroduced n the house of
eommonl By Mr. J. M. Douglas, nem-
per for Asstnbolin Fast, un Aprit 20th.

An Act to regulate the Trade In Graip
fn Mauitobn and the Northwest
Territories.

Her Majesty, by and with the ndvice
and consent of the Senate and the
flouse of Commons of Canade, cnucts

as follows:

1 Every railway company uowv or
nereafter engaged in the transporta-
von in the Province of Manitoba aud
the Northwest Territories shall, at
every station on 1ts Lines of railway
from which grain {8 now shipped, or
other pomts on the sald llaes from
winch 1z future it may be shipped,
oither provide at its own expense ane-
quate [aclilties to receive and chip
such grain at such station, oc geang
1o any persul who demands it in writ.
g the priviege 1o erect, maintam
and use, on some partion of the vom-
pany’s land adjounng the ratlway main
track, siding or spar at such station,
an elevator, flat warehouse or gramn
vhite fur the purpose of storing and
shipping graln by the said railway;
but the sald elevator, flat warchouse
or gram shute shall not be used for
any othier purpose.

2, Where o flat warehouse now ex-
ist. or an elevator of less capacity,
than i« stundard elevator (viz.: twenty-
five thousand bushels), sucn (Jat ware-
house or elevator may be used for ship-
ping grain under the terms of this
act, and no discrimination shall be
made against iV in favor of standard
elevators,

3. The perlod and’the terms of the
lolding of such privilege 8o wranted
by the railway company shail be ar.
ranged  between the parties; and
such period and terms shall be sub.
stantially the same as those under
which the standard elevators are held
and operated.

4 Where such elevator, flat ware.
house vt grain shute is from uecessity
wonstructed on land not the property
ol the railway company, ‘the com-
pany shall, in lieu of granting the
privilige aforesaid, build and main.
tain a aide track or spur to such ele-
vator, flat warehouse or grain shuote,
not lesy thap oune hundred yards and
not more tluwn three hundred yards
in tength; if such track or spur re.
quires to e ol greater length, then
the aaditionid length shall be bhuilt and
mamtained by the person applyiug for
the said privilege or the owner of such
elivator, flat - wareliouse or graln
shute su sitaated; and in either case
any person keeping and operating such
elevator. flat warchouse or grain
shute shall not be compelled to pay
for the privilege of doing busl
nes~ in it any sum_or compensa.
twn to any person: Irovided alivays
tnit fn the event of the cars not be-
ing loaded within a reasonable time
customary demurrage charges may be
exncteG from the shippers by the2
company, .

5 The ratlway company shall permit
the praducer to ship grain Jdivectly
from e vehiclo 1nto the car, either
through a grain shute over the com-
pauv's platform, or over a hortable
platform erected by him b his own
cxpente  When grain 1s shipped 1-
rectly Irom vchicles, no charge shall
ke maue by any elevator owner or
otlier prrson for such privilege, rxcept
when the gram shute is the possession
of u private party, and such charge
shall not excced one-half of one cent
per buehel,

8. Gramn shutes shall not hold less
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than seven hundred bushels and not
more than one thousand four hunared
bushels, they shall protect the grain
from the weather; and they »haYl be
constructed Imgh enough to run the
gram into the car without the atd of
machmery.

7. 'The company shall on reasonable
demand, supply cavs for the purpose of
carryimng the grain received and stored
1 such elevators, flat warehonses and
grafu shutes, and grain to be shippest
divectly from the producers’ vehicles;
and wher: the company 18 unabls, {from
any reasonabte cause, to furnish cars
according to the demnand, such cars ns
are furmshed shall be divided 2qually
among the applicants unttl each has
recelved one car, and after that the
available cars shall be distributed in
proportion to the amount of Lusiness
transacted by such applicants,

8. The tolls or rates to be charged
by the raliwuay company or by any
person who owns an elevator or flat
warehouse on the stautlon’ grounis of
the company, or on the ground to
whicl the company bas built a side
track or spur, us provided for herein,
shall not exceed the following sums
for the services mentloned, viz.:

(a.) For receiving, storing and-ship-
ping grain, onc cent per bushel;

(b.) For cleaning it, in addition, if
required by the shipper, half.cent per
bushel 3

(¢} Jor storing twenty days, If

stoved av the request of the ~hippers,
one-hall cent per bushel; und so for
cach additional phirty days there-
after.
9. With a view +to an intelligent
oversight and just control of the
grain trade in the public interest, and
t» check sume of the irregularities
that exist in the matter of weight
and dockages made by dealers in the
said truade, 1 competent inspector, dir-
cctly tesponsible to the government,
shall be appointed.

(2.} He shall be called the general in-
spector of the grain trade of the prov-
inee of Manitoba and the Northwest
Territories.

(8.) He may imvestigate all irregu-
larities in welghts and dockages, and
all for and examine the grain ac-
counts of cuch elevator company and
individuai grain dealer in the said pro.
vince and territories; and may in-
stitute a comparison us to the amount
paid for grain, the number of bushels
hought anl received under each par-
ticalar standard grade, and the num-
ber of bushels wmider each such grade
shipped out to ¥ort William, Port
Arthur, and other vorts to which the
gram may be sent, or sold to other
purtics within the said pravince and
territories.

(4.) If m any case, af&. deducting
one bushal as demurrage for every
carload of seven hundred bushels ox-
purtad or sold within the said pro-
vince and territeries, any considerable
surplus is at any time discovered in
the possession of the company or deal-
er at the point of purchase or else-
where exeeeding five hundred hushels,
sich surplug shali be seized and sold,
an! the amoeount thus recovered shall
hee pald to  tho Minister of Inlaud
Revenue as funds to pay the salary
of the general inspector.  The com-
pany or dealer with whom this sur-
plus of grain is discovered shall  be
hnld guilty of an indictable ofience
and Jiable to the penalties of The
Criminnl Code, 1892, for theft, and
donit with accordingly.

(5. The general inspector shall over.
look the work of the other inspectors
of grain at present employed by the
Government, and prepare an annual
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detailed xeport of the whole gruin
tvaltic giving the number ol bushels
received into, and graded out from,
terminal clevitors under each par-
ticular grain standard. This report
shall be a sworn statentent. Tho gen-
cral inspector shall be sworn not to
divulge the business of any company
or individual grain dealer to any
other company or dealer; and a full
report of hly work shall be annually
publishad nnd submitted to the Gov-
erpment through the Mwmister of 1In-
Jan! Revenue.

310. The provisions of this act shall
apply to every clevator or warehouse
now situated on the station grounds
or property of the rallway companles
mentioned in the first section hereof,
or operated in connection with the
lines of such compantes, and to which
this act applles.

11. Every raiiway company, eleva-
tor company, flat warehouse owner,
and individual grain dealer operating
it the province of Manitoba and the
Northwest Territories, failing or re-
fusing to coniply with the provislons
of this act shall, on summary convie-
tion, be subject to a penalty of not
less than three hundred dollars and
not more than one thousand dollars,

12. All prosccutions under this act
shall be in the name of Her Majesty,
under the direction of the attoraey-
general of Canada.

13. Nothing herein  coutained shajl
interfere with the duties and obliga-
tions of the railway companies as com-
mon carriers at conmon kuw, or under
the provisions of the Rallway act.

Criticizing th.(inl)(mglas Grain

Sir—I would ask you to be kind
cnough to grant me space in yoar vala.
able paper for some remarks in refer-
ence to the Douglas grain bill, suggest-
2d by your leading article on the sub
ject 1 this mormng's cditton.

£n that article you quote Mr. Doug-
lag' speech when 1ntroducing the bil,
and as your article 1s founded on the
statements maide in this spgaah, I wilt
quote direct from Haunsard, a copy of
winel: is before me was I write, Mr.
Douglas sad.

“1 may explain to the house the con.
ditions of things in the Northwest that
has ziven rise to tho nocessity for the
introduction of this bill, Some fow years
ngo, an arrangement was entered into
by the Canadian Dacitic Rallway com.
puny and the gentlemen who contro)
what {8 known ug the elevator system,
handling grain In the Northwest Ter-
ritories: and they have come to sueh an
agrecment that these zentlemen invest.
ing their capital for tho purpose of con-
structing clevators holdingz not less than
25,000 bushels of graln, should enjoy the
protection of the company, and that no
one else should be allowed to do business
at roints where such elevators wero
constructoed.”

Ths statement is entlirely incoirect.
Regulations re elevator buflding were
wmade by the C. P. R not less than
thirteer: years ago, and were made
without consultation with any wran
deajerg or elevator owners. Ther:
could not have been any agreement
come to between the C. P, R. and she
gentlemen who form what is known
as the clevator system, as this sys.
tem has grown up smce that date. It
is entirely misleading to say that no
ono clse 1s allowed to do business at
peintis where such elevators were con.
structed It 15 open (to any one to
toisan elevator at any point on the

P. R., aud many buyers are accom-
racdatea _in the elevators belouging to
others, Tu some cases as many as [ive
or six buyers are buy'ag through the
one  elevator, One of tha rea.



