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CITY CHIMES.

The second conceit of tho Orpheua Club was given on Thursday evening
of lust week to a very large audience. The concett his been severcly
oriticiz-d by writers in the Halifax press, the orcbestra recoiving the msjor
portion of the condemnation., We havo heard some of tho finest orchestras
in Grest Dri'ain and the Ubited States and by comparison the creiestra of
the Orpheus Club is of course much oveishadowed, but when we consider
the circumstinees that wo havo an orchostra in embryy, that it is under a
tompetont instructor, thst its members aro enthusiastic musical devoteos, and
that the orgapism i3 as yet scarce out of its swaddling clothes, we have ovory
reason to let well enough alono and look hopefully for results, The only
dapger of theso local Ass.ciations is 8 proneness to self-csteem and uadue
self-gratulatior.  Ths best orchestra that the Ocplious csn produce 18 not
likely to attain to a high standard as compated with professicnsls, but 1a the
meantimo we must take what we can get and be thankful if 10 takiog wo are
getting the best that the leador and club ¢ pioduce.  With La Grippe more
then dessimating ite ranks it could not be expected that the chorus watk of
the Orpheus was likely to rea.h its customary standard of perfeciion, but we
decidedly disagree with the opinion expressed in an evemng coutemporary
that, IL.Jif .x sudieuces nut sppreciaing guocd minsiz, Mr. Purtor was now giv-
ing them a suifeit of traeh.  I'he sclecuiuns as 8 rule are woil ma te, and 1t 18
quite evidert tu a close abserver that if the conductor were more rigid in his
choice the real work would not bs within reach of more than one hslf of the
members of the Club, and o a ctoice of very high class music, while nut being
appreciated by the audience, would really put the Club in water beyond 1ts
depth. Mirs Madeleine Humer won golden opinivns for her smooth and
easy execution, and ia her ¢riginsl numb-rs us well as 1o ber ¢ncore ehe dis-
played to the full that dramati. power which is always so attractive, Mr.
Huestis ssng very accepiably DeLara’a “Garden of Sleep,” his voice having
that one charm, eweetness, which more than abnything else appeals to the
‘aversge huwman ecar,

The entertsinment given at the Lyceum Thealre on Monday evening by
Professor Semon scored 8 great success, the net proceeds, which were for
the benefit of the wife and childien of the late W, D. F. Smith, amounting
to two hundred and twenty five dollars. This entertainment, which clased
the seazon at the Lyceum, was worthy of the large patronage it received, and
Zra delighted his audience with his marvellous execution of magical tricks,
and the performance of the Royal Marionetts. Zara Semon’s entertsinments
at the Lyceum this searon have become very populsr, and with a large fund
of genuine amusement for the pablic combined with s'raighiforward and able
mapagement, th:e Professor bas gained an enviable reputation and won many
warm friends who will be glad to extend tleir patrocace to the new branch of
business which the genial wonder worker i3 about to open. 3We aoglad to
know that Professor Ssmon is to give two entertainmentsat the Acsdemy
of Music on Feb, 4th and 5:h. This will be under tho auspices of the
Wandercr’s Athletic Association, and the proceeds will go towards defraying
the expenves of the proposed trip of the cricket tesm next summer. Pro-
fessor Semen will open the * Pepper Pol Kitchen ™ at the cormer of
Argyle ard J cob streets next month and will no doubt desl as libarally
with his patrons in this line, 8s in others, and will mako this venture, ss be
bas made all former ventures, a succcss. °

The Liberal Rally at the Academy of Music list Fiiday evening drew a
large crowd, among which were seversl prominent Conservauves. The
building was filled, standing rouw being scarcely availsbie. A guudiy pro
portion of ladies were present on this occasion, thus evircing the deep
interest fclt by them in the public affsirs ¢f the day. Dr. Edward Farrell
snd Hon. A. G. Jones, th~ L:beral candidates in the approachiog electian,
were the first eposkere, and were foilowed by Mr. Willism Roche, M. P. .,
and Hen. W. S. Fielding. All these gentlemon gave excollent addresses,
setting forth their views on the issuesat stake. St. Patrick’s brass band w.s
present, and each speaker was greet-d on rising with the cheoring strains of
“ For he's 8 jlly good fellow.” The meeting clcsed with ¢ God Save the
Queen ™ played by the band.

The “ boy orator,” W. A. Dannett, has been lecturing in our city this
week on the subject of Temperance. Sunday afternoon and evening he
drew large audiences, but on Monday cvening the Masonic Hall was not
nearly ful. This, bowever, Mr. Dunuett attnibuted not to the apathy of
the temperance sontiment in Halifax, altbough he bel:eves thero is a great
lack of intereat in this subjct oa tho part of Halifaxians, but to the remarks
made at Sunday ovening's lecture by the Cnstrman, Rev. H. F. Adams, which
bave created quite 8 scneation among our citiz:ns. Mr. Duuonett is
a fluent sposker and holds the interest of his hearera. He slso sings well,
and his visit to Halifax has been much enj.yed by our many temperance
advocates.

A great attraclion is premised in the Bsrd Concert which is in counrse of
preparativn, and which will take place in the Academy of M usic on Thursday
snd Friday eveniogs, February 11th and 12th. Selcctions by the full band
of tho Leicestersbire Regiment will form part of the programme, and with
aolos by some of the most populsr vocalists of the city in conjanction with
a display of Mrs. Jarley's wex-works, we thiok thero can be little doubt of
the Military's entertainment proviog to bo of an noususlly interesliog cbar-
scter. Tho pracecds arc to be devoted to the funds of the Lsicester lofirm-
sry and Children’s Hospital, which u:gently tequires assistance, As the
good people of Halifax are ovor ready to sid a deserving cause the comisg
eatertsinment will probably be liberslly patronized and the good work ot
this Institution furthered,

The Young Men's Society of Christ Church, Dartmouth, are making
oxtonsivo preparations for a concart to bo held on Thursday ovening next
in Reform Club Hall, which gives every indication of success, The first
appearance of the Dartmouth Orchestra, which is composed entirely of
masicians from the enterprising town, is to bo e foature of the evening
which promises to be very attractive. As we have beforo remarked, it is
only dus courtesy that Ialif+xiins should patronise the ontertainments
given by their Dairtmouth friends; and as this ooming congert will cartainly
furnish & treat to music-lovers, it is to be sincerely hoped that it will be
‘“‘taken in " by many from this sido of the dividing s‘ream.
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St. Patrick’s minstrels w.ro grocted with crowded houses on Monday
snd Tuesday ot onings at the Academy of Music, aud in conseqaence of
the large number who wero unable to gain admittasce on Tuesday even-
ing, tho ontertsinment was reprited on Wednesdsy evening. The ontire
peiformanco on esch ocesion reflocted much oradit on all taking part. The
stage sotting was vory fiae and the costumss were novsl and pretty. The
voca'ists wore Mikado and Shakespsarian costumes, and ‘he end men struck
2 uniquo ides in reversing the rogulstion black dress suits by wearing white
suics with black shizts. Tho fiest part ¢f the porformincs consisted of comic
and sentimental songre, bright and originai jokes and locai hats, sud seiecs
tions by St. Patrick’s band. The choruses wers especially good, and the
“quadr’'le ¢'ug” was well danced by Messrs. Kaating, Carroll, Vaaghan
and Myer.. TLo mirth-provokiog farce composed by Mcr. Higgins,. entitled
« Q.r Country Cousin,” created much fun and olosed a very enjoyable pro-
gramme. St. Patrick’s minstrels have given good shows this soasoa as usaal,
and the liberal patrunage which has been oxtonded g.es to nrove that their
eifurts bave met with their due reward.
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The souls that have bsen longing for pleasure in the form of skating
were gratiied last week when the Exhibition Sksting Rink was re-opéned,
and the good ice much snjoyed by both private afternoon parties and the
public generally. On Saturday afternoon the 66:h Bsnd furnished excel-
lent music, and a large crowd of skaters took advantage of tho opportunity
to indulge in this favorite sport, which in former yeara occupied a promi-
nent plsce in tho winter programme of Halifax pleasure-lovera. Oa Monday
oveniog as well the rink was well patronizad, and those who have so long
and pstiontly awsited the cold susp gladly availed thamielves of the pre-
gent opportunity to enjoy the delights of the old resort. The seasonable
weather of the present weck has boen bighly appreciated, and the merry
jivg'o of the sleigh bells made pleasing music throughout our streets. The
girls and boys bave beer in clover (figuratively speaking, of course) as they
esger’y brought out long neglacted sleds and enjoysed the first cossting of
the season.

Monday last, January 25th, was the anaiversary of the pret Buras® birth,
The Mayfl swer Division, Sons of Temperance observed this occision by
holding a Burne’ entertainment at the regular meeting of the Division on
Tuesdsy evening.

Tho proceeds of last week’s entortsinments at the Lyceum Theatrs for
the benefis of the Charitable Societios of the city wete donsted as follows:
To the Suciety of St. Vincont ds Paul, 830.00; Association for improving
th» condition of the Puor, 830.00; S. P, C., 316.9). F.r these liberal
contributions Prufossor Zsra Se.non merils the geatitule of Haslifax citizsne.
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Thero i3 still a great deal of sickness in the city and tho monster La
Grippe is still monarch of all he surveys. Scarlet fever snd dipbtheiis are
also in our midst, and it behooves us sil to watch carefully lest wa also fall,
Mayor McPherson has been very ill with diphtheria, but we are glad to
learn is recoveriog and no serious resalts are feared.

The Sunday School of St. Audrew’s Church hald a vory successfal
festival in their school toom last I'riday ovening, which wis much enjryed
by a large number of scholars with their parents and friends.

Tho new Tabarnacle Baptist Church is rapidly neariag: completion and
promises to be quite an addition to the churches of tha city. A tex-moeting
and cntortainmont was given on Moaoday ovening in aid of the bailding
fund, which was 1argaly attonded and a very pleisant evening onjiyed by all
present.

The Noa-Commissioned Officera of the H. G. A.arato hive their annuas
sleigh-drive avd dinoer on Tuesdsy next. They have decided to go to
Wilson's at Bedford and should the sleighing not be good will go by rail.
Th commit:ce are sparing no pains tu make this affsir & success, and a merry
timo is anticipated.

The ladies and gentlemen fiiends of the members of the City Claben”
isyed a vory pleasant reception held last eveningin the handsome new build-
ing of tho organization. The spacious rooms wero thrown open for inspection
and were greatly admired by the guests. The City Ciub has added a valu-
ablo addition to tho handsome buildings of the cily, and may justly feel
proud of its now quartera.

The Early Spring tries Weak Lungs, which abould then be fortifed by aliberal nee o
Puttner’s Emulsion—only 50 conts a bottle, at all Druggists,



