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“ T am sponking of an ovont which hoppened ton yoars ago. I was thon
twonty-ono, mbitioue, ouergetic, eager to mako my way in the wotld, enthu-
sinstic, and in Jove. It sounds nbsurd, you think, but I tell you, John, a
‘boy ’ of twenty can lovoe as truly aud as strongly as any older man. Did |
not love her? My God, have I ever ceased to love hor?

She wes two yeara my somor, sl and fair, tho fairest of her sox. [
will not deseribo my darhing to you. I could not do so adequately, though
her image is imprinted on wy mind in lines that no time ¢ offace, I will
only repoat that I loved hor as no other woman has ever beon Joved. It is
said, * Tis better to have loved and lost than novor to have loved at ail”  In
o way thatis truo.  Ior sawoet influsnce i3 now guiding me, coming to me
from Ieavon. She was too puro for this eaith, so God took her fisst, tu
whit fur m thoro.

We had beon ongaged for several months, and, immediately vn my
coming of age, tho datoe was fixed for our wedding. A few days beforo that
dsy wo woro walking togother on the banks of « Welsh river. It was a
broad stream, rather than a river, and hore and thers fell over a deop preci-
pice, forming a cataract. In places, also, were tiny cascades, far less terrible
than tho cataracts, over which tho huge mass of water thundered, sending
up high into the air densoe columns of foam.

Tho stream came from a mountiin near by, so of course it ran very
swiftly towarde the sea. Qo our side the bank rose about six feet abuve the
river, somotimes overhanging the clear water. Opposite us towered lofty
trecs, swarming with twittering birds. Tho leaves wero just turning to a
deop yellow tint, und altogether it was a charming sceve.

Dut, as you mmy imagine, wo paid little notico to tha beautiful land.
scapo. Mabel was carrying a hittle stlk umbrells, this one, which she iufiui
toly proforred to sny parasol, and I was smoking a pips. We weie castle
building, as lovers are apt 10 do.

All of a sudden Mabel said, ¢ Arthur, what should you do of I wereto
fall in thero?' She pointed to the rushing torrent. [ answered her in the
same merry tope. *Weil, I supposu I showd luok abuut for the next best
gitl and marry her instead.  If you ones gt iu t cre you would never
como out alive.’

* Good bys, then,' sho excliimed, * I wilt release you and give you the
opportunity.’

She flung down her umbrella and rin towards the cdge.
quickly and seized her in my arms.

‘I cau't spare you just yet,) I cried, lavghingly. ‘I'm not tired of
you already. But I will throw you in if you wish. It woull not be suicide
then, but warder? -

¢ Promise to jump in and re-cne mo then !’

* Of course. Just liko a hero in a story bovk,’ I replied, and [ pre
pared to burl her into the waler,

She entered quito into tho spirit of the joke, and struggled violently to
freo herself, and then——"

Though his fice was turned from mo I could seo sn ashen hue creeping
ovor it like the giay twilights of death.

“ And then, somehow, I never knew how it all happened—my me:mory
cannot propeily recall the sceno—the eaith beneath us crumbled and gave
way—and slipped down. Mabol uttered one piercing shrizk, and pext
moument she was struggling in the swifc current. I leaped in and struck out
desperately.  About threo hundred yards lower down was a citaract. Un-
less I could overtake her before she reached it sho would bo swept over.
For my own safoty I had no thought. What was life worth to me if her's
wern in danger,

I nover swam better before or since, for the prize was the prico of my
lifelong happiness. Arm over arm 1 strugzled along. Right befure me I
could goo tho falls, and hear the roar of the water as it dashed upon the
rocks boneath, A yard more and I saw to my agony that Mabel was un-
conscious. She was a splendid swimmer, but the fright hal dons for her,

Anothor yard —was I gaining on hor ornot?  Tho carrent w s running
even mwote swiftly asit neared the precipice, and it flished upon my miod
that, though I might overtake Mibel, I could never return to the bank
through that irrrsistable torrent. Well, I thought, we shall boih bo borne
ovor together, Tt was botter co. I saw my darling’s body disappear, and
then the whole terrible sconoe was blotted out. I hesrd a thud—my head
struck violently against a rock, and I knew no more.”

He was still gaziog out of the window—the samo faraway look on his
white faco. I dared not interrapt tho train of bitter memories which his
story had aroused.

I reproached mysely keonly for having revived these painful recollections.
It was sll my cursed curiosity. I appreciate now the pain my foolish ques-
tion caused him.

“ Soveral months passed bofors I recovered consciousness, and thon I
learnt all. The doctors told me I had had a severe attack of braiu fover, so
severo that many & time I was given up. The turning point came just as 1
opened my cyes. If I had not doue so & should have passed away as in a
sleep. Oh! why diG I recover? Why did a merciful Providenco bring me
back to lifo?

Just 23 poor Mabel's body was hurled over the falls, I struck agsinst
a rock, and remained fixed in a crevice fur several hours. Then sume pas
sers-by discovered me, and rescued we after great poril and difficulty. T
would have thanked them had thoy sent mo over the falls teo.  Whyshould
Ilive now Mabel was gono? And such a horrible death too ! Threo days
before our wedding, John 1

The green umbrells was found soon after where sho had thrown it.
Now you can understand, perhaps, why I valueit. I havo no greater trea-
sure on earth, Some day I shall go to joun her,  Gud grant it may be 1n
the samo way {”

I followed

I rushed forward and clapaed his h
mysolf to utter a word.

and in sympathy. 1 could not trust

I had anothor berenvement,”" he continued, with a bitter Jaugh, “A

fow yoars lator my widowod mothar

was drowned in the wreck df tho

Princess Alice, my second losa by drowning, there are nover two bat threo.

Who will ba tho third?  God knows.
He left mo abruptly, for his heart was
When 1 wont indomis my wifo s

Have you been working too hard to-day 1
“ I have just listoned to a story which I onco wanted to hoar,

I replied :

But hero's our station.  Good night.”
fall. and 1 never saw him again.

aid, ¢ How strange you louk, denr.
Or has anything worriod you "

but which now I shall regrot over having heard *

My wife is nut inquisitive, so the

subject was not pursued, and un-il

quito recently she nover knew what Meadowes had told me.

Immediately aftor this I lost sight of him complotely.

I heard he hud

gouo away for his holidays—the irouy of that word to such a min ! but

time passed and he did not return,
Ono morning a friend of his met
together. Presently he said—
# Oh, you kiew poor Meadowes, d
* Yes,” I replied, ““what of him "
* Ho i3 .Jead.”
Duad! A Lorrible thought struck
“ How did he dic?"
* Drowned."”

mo, and wo travelled up to town

idn’t you 1"

mo.

Drowned ! Then my suspicion was right,

“ Drowned? llow? Where”

* Ho was at Dogtor fur his holidaye,
alung tho esplanade in his usual melancholy manner.
A woman bathing had got into dificulties, cramp or something.
went in ofter her, saved her life, but lost his own.

re:cue.  Noble fellow I
Noble fellow, indeed !

Ono morning he was wilkisg
Tho soa wis ronsh,
Meadoweg
It was a mos: hrriig

I recalled his words: * Somo day I shall g, to

join ker. God grant it miy by in tho same way!” In this worlt the

wishes of all of us are not fu filled.
Ono word more.

I was 1¢ft his sole executor.

He must have malsiis

will aftor telling mo his story ; for 1o me was bequeathed, as a special lo gy

the little green umbrella.

‘h‘Al:n_{fand Navy Depot.”
Jas. Scott & Co.

Offer for sale the following stock of first-class
Wines and Liquors ;—

115 eases CHAMPAGNE, pints and quarts—
Perrier. Jouet & Co's, B, & E. Perrier's, Perinet,
Fils: Mumm's and ** L. No. 1."

8 cases half pints ditto—highly recommended for
the sick and convalescent.

330 cases, pints and quarts, CLARETS, from
the light table wine to the finest grades.

80 cases HUCK, MUSELLE and SAUTERNE,

400 cases very old Scotch and Insh WHISKIES,
distinguished for age, lavor and ** boguet.”

2:0 cases Holland, Plymoud, and London
*“01d Tom™ GIN,

7cases choice OUld Jamaica RUM.

120 dozen very old Rye and Bourbon WHISKEY.
200 fine old Pore, Sherry and Marsala WINES-.
choice brands and vinla,gc.

250 cascs Hennessy's fine old BRANDIES.

500 dozen, pints and quarts, Bass’s and Young-
er's finest PALE ALE.

250 dozen, pims.and quarts, Guinness's STOUT,

100 dozen Dublin and Belfast GINGER ALE, a
fine sparkling summer drink.

100 dozen Apollinaris Water, Wine Bitters,
Syrups, &c.

Iron, Iron, Iron.

SUMMERLEE,
MIDDLESBORO, > PIG.

LONDONDERRY, ,
English Best Refined Bars, '
English Refined Bars,
Londonderry Best Refiued Bars,
Londonderry Refined Bars.
ACADIA BOLT,
ST. JOHN BOLT.

Sheet and Hoop Iron,
Angle and Bridge Iron.

FOR SALE BY

W Stairs, Son& Morow

FIRE INSURANCE.
THE EASTERN ASSURANGE CO.

OF CANADA.

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL, $1,000,000.
HEAD OFFICE,

60 Bedford Row, Halifax, N. S.

DIBECTORS.
Peamexr—John Doull, Esq, President
Bauk of Nova Scotia, Halifax, N. S.

Vice-Presipexts—H. H. Fuller, Esq., of
[, H. Fuller & Co., Halifax, N. 8.; Simcon
Jones, Esq., Director Bank of New Biuns.
wick, St. John, N, B,

" Maxadtxe Dingcror -Charles D. Cory,
f2q.

Adwin Buros, Esq., of Burns & Murray,
Halifax N. S.; P. O'Mullin Esq.. of P,
O Mullin & Co,, Halifax, N. S.: John F.
Stain, }'.*q., of Wi, Stairs, Sun & Morrow,
Halifax, N. S.; Hugh McD. Henry, Eeq , Q
C.,of Heury, Ritchie, Weston & llrlll')',lliall.
fax, N. 8.:J. Walter Allisor:, Esq , of John
P. Mott & Co., Halifax, N. S.; Oliver C.
'C‘umxmnz,:n, Esﬂ.. of Wi, Cuminings & Sons,
I'ruro, N. S.. Jamea D. McGregor, Esq., of
R, McGregor & Sons, New Glasgow N. S.;
Allen Haluy, E:ri . M.P.P,, Ship owner, &c.,
\\'in-jnor, N. 8.; Hon. L. E. Baker, M.L.C.,
["rcndcnt Yarmouth S. 8 Co, Yarmonth,
N. 8.: James Eisenhauer, Esq.. M.P., West
Indlg Merchant, Lunenburg, N. S.; James
M. Sutherland, Esq., of Davies & Suther-
land, Barristers, Charlottetown, ¥, E. I.

‘The above Company is now ready for busi-
neas, and will be pleased to receive proposals
for Insuramce nﬁmnst lors or damage by
FIRE and LIGHTNING on all classes of
property at equitablo rates.

D. C. EDWARDS,
Secretary.
Halifax, N. 8., September 20th, 1889, v

i NOBRTH AMERICAN
Life Assurance Co.

OF TOROINTO.
GUARANTEE FUND 8300,000.

GEO. E. LAVERS, ProviNcIAL MANAOER®
197 HOLLIS ST., HALIFAX, N.S.

H., G. Wilson and Rabe, M. Kelley, special agents
Nova Scotia
Rev. A H Lavers, special agent,
(resigence Sackille, g‘. BON.B.&RP.E. L.
The large increasein this popular Companys
business «s ducto ity excellent management, and
popular plans of insurance.




