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ToCounesroNnears—~Latters addre-sed to eithier
thie Editor or Pabitstier, s woll as Commanien
tlons Intended for publication, must,invart sbiy,
bo prespard.  Corrospondents will stiso beat us

mind ta:xat ono end of tho envelope shoulid bHe lefl

open, and at the corner the words * Printer's
Copy” written and a two or five cent staun pi(ne-
cording to the welghiv of tue communicatioh)
placed thereon will pay the postage,

LI1wUT. ). s, VINTER0f Victoria, and Captain 1T,
V. Epydoxups of New  {estminster, aro vur
authorized Axcuts for British Columbia,

‘Tag debate in the Buntish House of Com~
mons will be interesting to our artillery
friends, which we publish in another pige,
especinlly the contracts in price and endur
ance between the British msnufactured guns
apu those produced by the Great Prussian
machmst.

The Naval portion of the debate has not
been fairly argued, inasmuch as it wus in-
sinuated that tho lurrel system was, that
which would bo the type ol the Bri st var
vessel of the future.

We are believers in a totally different sys
tem—it is that &n which the gun will only ap
pear abore deck while delivering ils fi e—tor

. bow and stern chasers with broadside guns
for the remyinder of the armament.

Captain Puct ounly spoke the sentiments
of every naval artillenist —when he poiried
out that it was not a mere plafe puncher the
navy wanted to make it forandable, but a
plate smasher and a powerful «hell.

It is satisfuctory to learn that Great Bri-
tain can produce tue most puwerful guns in
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the world at the lenst possible cost; but it
would be better if thoso guus.ivers more
eflective.

The solution of the difliculty would appear
to lie in tho ditection of letting Nuval Uii-
ce1s have their own stylo of guns.

Ouureaders hove heard of ¢ the Trenly of
Patis " which closed the Crimean W nnd
gave the Buglish peace al any price party the
titst step towards that gol ol universal
t philnnthroply— the extinction of warfure—
{by the celebrated ¢ Declaration’—which
virtually abolist ed privateeving

Tho ouly marat'me power which did not
cousent to tie her hands by this pieco of
sentimental folly was the Untted S-ates; nud
Ler statesmen with a view to eventuslities
refused to deliver up the nwtural offensive
powers which the aumament of her commer-
el marine must wndoubtedly ning to her
side.

What tho value of this power is, or may
{he. can be Judged by the evidence of Ad-
wirsl Porrex betore n Comtnittceof Cungress
an the detline of 1the commercial marine of
the Uuited States on Decembier 4th, 1872,
in nagwer to tho foliowing question : —* [
understand you to eay thatif at the com-
mencement of the late war we had thirly
steaners ko those rtunning to New York
!from Euwope, they would hive been as efli-

cient as our entire Navy."  Ilis angwer was
¢ ficice 8 eflicient. I say that without hesi-
tation—the ships we hud could catch noth-
yiug.  We never hul a vessel that could tun
down 2 Blockade runner dunng the whole
war except the Punderbll and two others—
iour i n clads are on.y suitable for hurbour
ydefence.  In case of a war with Great Dri-
t:un or France our powers would be exerted
‘iu cutting up their commerce.  Greut Britain
reould nol stand a war of stx months with the
VIccl of sk pis we conld send -l atle her vessels,
They would break ha up, 100t nd branch and
cthat Ful of was fure wwonld be moie Lihe’y to
s Uring about peace than fighting with ironct.ds,
or hearvy war vessels.”

Putting ssute e inenherence «n dinflation
of the Inst paragiaph, it cimply menns that
in the event of war our good neighbours
would resort 10 the old practic~ of privateer
ing in its vaked simplicity, because during
the late contest their force of 600 warvessels
were incompotent to protect their coasts

‘fnom meult. or thoir envaneree from the de-

predations of a single woorlden hrig wineh
‘ actully succevded insweeping theiv fiag from
'the seas and wflienng a blow on their mer-
cantile marine hom which it will never re-
cover Itis all very well for Admirs] PonTen
to wflite s ideas of whe.t the United Suates
might do, but it is a very difforept thing 1o
, what she coull d:s anid in the event of bos

tilitics ier  privateering power measaced by
< that of Great Butain would be 18 contemp-
tible ns hier naval power was during the con®
test wo well desciibe i—the real torco being
iin the fuct thut her supposed antugonist

" o
lind disnrmed hersell by the Decluration of
Parie. ’

'ho Bawron Gravit, of the Freneh servies
seems to entertein the samo idea; he gays
there would bo no use in contending wily
the 20000 guns of the British Nuvy, but the
wim of the French fleet would be to pursye
the 50.000 merchunut ships which are cony
tinunlly engnged in transporting the wealty
of Boglaud over the seus.

It is evident then that the * Declaration
of Puri-" was n grand diplomatic mistake~
that it remuing for Great Britain torepudiaty
it at once, and at the same time arm her
Merchant Navy as well as build unarmonred
{ships of great speed and heavy armamentag
beruisers. A movement in this direction has
[ been commeuced in Groat Brituin, as thy
, following parageaph will show :

i‘ A * Maritime League for the Resumption
~of Butish Naval Rights’ has beon started,
withs the object of procuring the withirw|
of Great Buitsin from the Declaration of Paris
‘of 1856. The lengue s lnid down the L).
lowing propositions m order to show th
buecessity tor action in this matter: 1. Tha
 England, being s maritime country, muy
| depend for ber defence upon the power of
waging war effectually atsea. 2. Thut me
c:u only bo waged effectually at sea by thy
capture of the enemy’s property, .. Thy
by the law of nutions every State whenat
war has the right to capture its enemy’
property at sea, of whatever nature it te,
and in whatever vessel it is found. 4. Thu
every State hus also u right by the luwa!
nations to arm and cowmmission private ves:
gels 18 un auxilury to i1s nnval force, 3,
I'hat the use of this nuxiliary force is essen
tinl to the effectual capture of enemy:
goods, us well a8 & necess:ury elemoat in the
development of the whole flighting power o
tho country. 6. That the exercise of ity
right of seizure and contiscation, whetheroy
State vessels or commissioned perivate ve.
sels, whila it is the most effeciive, is the
mndest and  least cruel of all methods of
makmg war, 7. Thit & document, Knowg
a3 the Declaration of Duaris of 1856, never
theless assumed to abolish this righy and 1
probibit its oxerci-a by Great Brituin, &
1hay, nevertheless, the Declaration of Paris
has not been formally repudiated. 9 Thu
itis therefore necessary that Grent Britsin
ghould withdraw from the Declurativa of
Lurig, and declare it not to be binding,

Broad Arrow, with refereucs to this mors .
ment, will show what the practical effectac!
this Decluration has been, snd by ratioad
inference what they may be in fulure cos- !
phications—but it can be anyuung buts
pleasant reflection to tue party whose blus
dering rendered such a stute of aftairs po
sibie, ol whose pusillaniauty endured th
insult of huving the Treaty of which it wa

j @ crrollary torn up and flung in their facet
{ by the very powers for whose advantuge (b
s Declaration was mnde :

1t must not be supposed that becsust
the House ol Comtnons, on the 13tk of Apiil,
when Mr. Butlhe Cochrane moved his res)
lution respecting the Declaration” of Pariy
voted the previous question by an orer-
wheltiing majority. tnat the discussion is ot
wend.  Oguon  ~ipening in favour o
withdrawal or abinwonment, :ad it ripess
more tapully in Fronce than w this country,
aud lur Obvious ressons,  ‘The French feet




