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. SONNEIS FOR THE PLOPLIL.
I:u'\"‘léﬂt instead, condemn, desnise. Jeriile—
God ®Knows there’s room £ v all such senyiments,
Aud reason ; hut there’s work to do beside,

The needof which grows nourly more intense, .
Our parlor.shirags, and sneers, and bifter jests
Ave vilewith sihning if they mean but tliese

0 lazy words in drawing-rooms are tests
Oflove of corntry ! Prayer upon its kneecs
Grows into folly if1t IKneel ton long,

Ov.fujl asleep while knee.ing I Waonld to Ged
hat men who talk so much, deploring wrong
Would mingle work with words as trae men

“should 12 ’
For mortal sin strikes dzeper than all speech,
But not too deep for God and mwn to reag,

{\‘l\demau! My countrymen, consider well
Ihat where a fair intezrity has boen,
Cormneth dishionesty contemptivle
Swayeth the nation and is holdly seen
Of @ll men., Gracions Uod of Lyve anake haste,
Ouar \l'mcym'd needs Thee! leve's no purple
wing ' .
Prassed into life, that smells of the divine -
The vines (though in the smbnve ganeto waste,
cakness and guilt, like serpenis from ihe
Fro‘und .
Uplifs shewnsetves, and cotl and shine around
Qur tree of lite, and none is ton:l to braise
hetr poisonous hnad and save Chad'<shere: frait !
A reckless nation tramples undar foos
(Fod’s gifls s glorious as the angels use,
Cora AITKEN.

" THE DEFENCE OF CANADA.
LECTURE DELIVERED AT THH LITERARY AMD
‘BOIENTIFIC: INSTITUTE OTPAWA, BV
COLOREL rLutcisy,
8COTS FUSILILE GUARDS,
Military See’y to His Fvselleney the (ovzrnor Clen'l

In l:»linging under your notice the subjoet
of the defence of Cannds, I bope [ auy be
allowed to deprecats any idlaa of su: i
that - the malter . requires econsidurtiog,
othev than that shich is duo to 1he stie of
military -, preparatinn -incumbent apon all
nations in the present, past, gud, unle: 3 tho
milenniany griives, -in the futuve ages of
the warld, Ihe very facs that money is
voted  for. the . nnintenance of. dofences,
shows that in the optuion of the mujority of
the nation guch delences nro necssury, und
looking from our neighbors point of viow, it
must be a. healihy sign that the protection
o.f our own country is a matter of cousuler-
tion rather t Aggreasive. tuctics against
those who live beyoud our frontier.

‘At no pariod 1n the history of Canada
were the relutions between hersel” and the
United Sites on a more satisiactory footiuyg
than af. the present tima. AL no perio
haye the causes of even possible disagree-
ment'been 80 few, and at no time have the
tWO countries ‘heen 50 strenususly engged
1o the" pidceral tvalry of develsping their
8reat and as yet unrealized resources  Siiil,
with thie 'teathiligs ‘of bistory before them,
ne)lheriq;igion his dured completely o dis
armand we inCanada mighis with equal juse
tice resont LHe care evinead by the niajority
of the several States of the Union in the muig
tefance of their Mititia, as they inight ivok
askunce’ at us  for cousileriny tha hest
lethod ‘ot atilizing our comparatively
slight resources tur our owa proweciiog,
As lougas the States remain united, and
ruled Ly men—wiTEETHfsCIs Ure 10 Wage
WAF with nature and bring Ler under sub-
jedtton, rather than to extend a territory
ulrea ly almost beyond the coutrol of & cey-
tri) Government, so long will Canuds bo se-
cul® from danger from external foes. But
il the cenlral power should show sizus of
wikness, if seciions of men, or evin ve-
pagale Stales siould breals oif and. givi,w
way to luwless desices, . rouleat
#ad varaly, tuen Canada wiii oy neei to
lopk’ 1o her defences and to ke nreasures
. fot-.l.bevp"g‘-?chﬁli.Of her hearths upd homes.

ud

Levotiny wirouleat

[

Lo be prepared far sush eventuslities s
often the best way ol prevenuny their oc-
currence, a&nd  thovelore it would be-an
affectation of sensihility if we vefrained
from consideration of our own wmeans of
protection i the fear lest our friends and
neighbors should cousider that any reflec-
tion were direetad ag inst, or doubts enter-
tained of their peaceful intentions.

Canada i3 8o sitnated that as long as she
remunsu part and parveel of Great :ritain,
and 50 long a8 Great Britnin nnintains hor
macitime: supenority, she has oy danger to
fear from the seabaaed, and hier land fron
tep slone regaives proteation,  Here how-
ever, les o ditHeulty which will uwed much
skill un 4 jorethought 1o ment,

A easual glwaa at the miap of the De.
winion i3 suflivient 1o shos  the weak
nataral featuras of 118 frontier, Puatting
aslde British Coluindbia, which in the event
of war must bo dendt with separ.sely from
the other Pravinees, and Maunitoba, whizh
also st deps nd {or  protection on res
sourees oiaar than thoss in inbnediate eon’
nection with Outaria and Quebes, [ would
diveet attentiou to the toug rroiier extend-
ing from Geovginn Bay  through  Lakes
Huvon, 50.Clair, Erie, and Outsrio to iha
Wiver Su. Lawrenco, and thenco iaclining
FouLowa 1 o the B of Fand vy a diztance
olupyrie Bof 2200 meics, L0 this vontier
Gl a its back & eulidvated eountry of ex-
teut proporuicuste to i@ lengtii therea wouald
Lo hitle dillicully in gaarding it, but the
reverse is the ewse. Fxeoapiing the penin.
sular of Osiario formed by Likes Huaron,
arte el Oatasio, there is littie depth of
stwativatad  tand, i Donunion vews g sling
i i, tha vast noriliern forest, which to-
gother with the severity of the climite
worees the tde of emuigration wesuwwd,

Thevroblem to besolvel is hyw with a
tobad® topukation of aboat threo million
iive inndre:t thoasand, aat with a frontier
2,200 snlew, the enantry enu Lest bo pro
tected.  Now, included in the gouneral de
fence of the conutry thera are two muin ob*
Jjeets to be looked to, viz: the necessity of
keeping open comir.unication with fngland
by tho St, Lawrence, and of preventing the
D' vinion itself from being cut in two.
For tue tirst the tmaintenaince of Quebec is
“vicusv necassary ; for the second the
safety of Montreal und of the narrow strip
wiich extends from Montreal to Kingston,
inoluding Ottawn, the cspital of the Do
minion, must be caretully looked to.  For
e present I wouid put aside tha Maritima
Provinees, @ unmiil tiie lutercoloniai Rl
way i3 etabiished  there can ve livtle com:
municstion for defensive purposas betwecn
them und the two Provinces off Quebagand
Ountario, watlst Habinx = Nova 5sotie,! 2t.
Joiin’s * wew Buauswick” oud Csrlot.o-
town  * Priaco dward {stand,” would de’
pe.ml for prowection in a greal meassure on
the British Heet.

The subjeet therafore undsr considerar
ton may be suodivided as letlows ;—The
Proeectis of Uatario as far ns Kiogston
Lo deience of the counry betweeu Kinston
amd Monwed, melwling Olewwa, e de-
teiee of Monwreal the cammercial capitad,
Tue Ekeeping opezn of communication bu
tween Montreal and Quebec. ‘I'he defence
of Quebec.

Belore however proceeding to detals, I
would aliude to one probiewm diffizult of so-
tution b coantries, but espeaiifly difti-
cutt tn Canulda, ves r—ilow can e deicnce

of iy eountry Lo provided str wisaost wo

Ot

*1'hs does noy l_ni‘,lhilé i
or Britfsa Colunridia, ¢ ’

v Islaged, :,l:mitpbé ]

greatly crippling its -resources either hy the':
expenditure of movney or of labor. Military
expenditure is the insurance that a country
pays ngainst loss by war, but the amount of
insurance must depend on the valie of the
praperty, on the risk insured against, and,.
on the means of the insurer. In Cinada .
and the United States the 1isk, bhappily, is
not great, whereas, owing to a variety of "'
circumstances, such as the scarcity of la-
barin cowparison with the vast works res
quisite for opening up new countries, and
tia dread of checking, either by taxation or
mueh more by forced service, the tide of. .
imniigration, there is well-grounded opinion
that military efforts at all commensurate
vith those of European nations, are neither .
desireabile or even possible. [o ask Cana-
da to build und arm fortifications which,
considered purely from a strategical point
of viaw, iight be deewmed requisite, would
consequently he to require more than
could reasonably ba expected, I'o keep
up a forue which military authorities would
conzider necessary for her protection would
#lso probably be beyond her capabilities,
and therefors, whoever deals with the sub-
Jject of the defence of the country must, to
u=0 u homely proverb, cut his coai accord-
ing to his cloth,

[udirectly in connection with these con.
siderations, I would wish to offer a few cur-
sory observations on a matter which men
rasponsible for the secarity of the Dominion

‘should consider with care and attention.

Thera is a great danger lest a country should
va mislad by namarical statisties, and lest
it should find when the day of trial arrives
that it his been resting on s paper army.
‘There 13 a danger least it should be deceiv
el by thie outside show of a wmilitary force
waen the true requisites of military strength
are wanting. The nccidents, ** so tospeak,”’
ol anarmy, sometimes tend to conceal its
weakness, in place of adding to its strength
by the wnfluence they bring to bear on
men’s sontiments and feelings.  DBright
uaiforms, stirring music, and even the as.
semblage of considerable bodies of troops
to go through a few showy manmuvres do
not prove that the real requisites of an
army are present and available. For the
nilitary profession, military training is re-
quired, and it 13 better 10 maintain u small
torce 80 educated as that it may serve as ai
nucleus for a greater, than to have a large
furce which caunot be moved, and in which
those who are to commaund knew little more
than those who are culled on toobey. On
an alarm of war o considerabla army might
be rapidly raised in Canada if trained offi-
cers and non-commissioned ofticers - were
rendy at hund, and 1f plans for its organizi-
tion had been carefuily prepwred and were
clearly understood ; whereas, unaided by
such preparation, the troopg would be
were mobs of armed men, without know-
leage, duscipline or cohesion. A chain is
weak if one liuk lacks strength, and .an
army tuails in oilizieney if one of its mny re-
quisites wre wanting., [t ueeds first tho
ucrves, or stull, to put the mass in motion ;
tuen tho oilicers and non-commissioned
0.i:0cr8 with & fair knowledge of their res-
pecuve duties ; then the wen, with a sup*
ply of arms, clothing, and a sutliciency of
ammunition, nob Lo speak of horses for the
cavalry and guaus, and 1eserve ammunition
for the artillery. I'hen the transport,
comumissariat and hospitable arrangements,
ad last, but not least, the reserves with -
taeir due supplies. Lo take a palpable in-
sizuee, tho huutiry stoies sy Le falk of
Suider rdies, vui unless the supply:ol am-
munidon is in proportion, these riflss ure



