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‘Tna Bazaivg trial, or rather broad furce, |

drags its weary length ulong, with sppa
voutly little prospact of fair play for tho
accused. fhe President of the Court,
albeit & Princo of Ragal blood, is not above
or below the theatrical effect which the avor.
age Frenchmen must always display. Ona
recent occasion, in his defence, tie ualucky
M rshal urged that he was obliged to take
the initiativa altogether, as no Government
he counld recogbize existed, except the
scoundrels at Paris could be so called: the
Princs President was not ashamed to inter.
rupt him with the exclamation—* \What!
s France, then, no longer existed!"——-g
remark certainly true as regaracd its na.
tions! autonomy, but calculated to injure
the prisoner in the eyes of a proud ns tell
sensitive people, whose national vauity
makes them blind to defects of national
organizition.

In French legal practice, the interrogatory '
boars a conspicuous part. It is a serles of
questions addressed by the Judge to the

loite.  He strikes the marshal home, he
presses um, ho hurasses him, But, then,
you diul ot want to hresk through in tlhe

¢ direetion of Verdun, you did not comply

prisoner, laading him, if possible, to inedm | with the ordets,the desires ot tlie Emperor,

inute himaell, ns, notwithstanding what his
wilnesses might say, his answers or the ad-
missions into which lie might be entrapped
aro used as evidenco sgainst him,  In the
Englishman this is evidently unfuw as well
as unjust; ns it puts the prisoner ut a
great disndvantago and as tho glory of the
1aw is to oblnin n verdict, nut to elicit truth,
the chances ngninst the accused are increased
ten-fold, especially if any object, political or
otherwise, is t2 bo gained by hisleandenma.
tion.

After the exclumation guoted above, a
contemporary rempeirks :~+f This was the
most discouraging pirt of the Marshal'a ex
amination, and t» make it worse he declared
that in using the .words in his examination
#to obtain neulrality for the army,” he
meant to obtain an armistice for the pur
pose of establishing a regular government.
The President reminded the nccused of his
military oath, and asked him whethor he
observe i the regulations forbidiling ¢ipitu
lation in the open field, Bazaine pleaded ns
justification the existeace of an invurrec-
tionary government.

“The President—* Does the imperial
constitution, to which you considered it your
duty to remain faithful, suthorize negoiit
ing and treating with the enemy as you
did ? .

s“The Marahal replicd that it did n»t. He
maintained that tho eipitulation was com-
pulsory. 1le had resisted to tho last, “not
having cven a morsel of bread left.” -

“Thoaccused was embarrassed i wan-
ner, and often hesitated in mnking his re
plies to the searching interrogitories of the
court.”

‘The abijects of the Marshal were evident
enough. [o tr.ed to save I'ranco from de
gradution and from Twieas and bis co-
conspirators; and for this he is probably
doomed. A pen-and-ink sketch of the above
scene must close our remarks for the pre-
sent on this extraordinary trial :—

# At every moment the marshal,in the ia
terest of his defencs,tries to introduce somne
incidental narrative, some unknown particu
lar; but at every moment the duke stops
him with, *I think, Murshal, that incident
will come in more appropriutely :at such and
such a time,’ and he brings him back within
the narrow limits of the interrogatory he
means to put him through. At a givenmo-
ment the marshal stops and says, * Wiil you
allow me, Monsieur le ! resident, to read you
an order emanating from mo? ¢Is it of
interest marshal 2 Qf great interest.’ ‘Yes,
but is it of intevest for the question now be
foro us?' *Yes, Monsieur % Presideut.
‘'I'ben read it.plcase,’ and the marshal puts
on his double eye-glass, the duke his most
attentive look, nnd the marshal reads, so
that anyone coming in just then would think
that it was a council of war, not to judge
him, but to deliberate with him in common,
On another occasion this scene occurs again,
but i1n a more dramatic form. The duke has
got_to the battle of Borny, to the bloody
affairs of Rezonville. St. Privat, and Grave-

who wantoed you to cross the Moselle. *Will
you allow ma, Monsieur le President, 1o 161
you ons of Napoleon I.’s commentaries ?’
*Is it opportune, Maishal ° ¢ Porteotly so,
AL 1o Due’ Thereupoir the inarshal beging
td read » passago :—* A commandor in-Chief
should never take into siccount the orders .
of a general or prince who is at a distance
from the field of battle,! &e. Meanwhile the
interrogatory tiarrows its circle s it hzcomes
mote prossing.  *Did you veflect that the
roxd by Geavelotte was s dangerous defile
cleven mileslong?  Did you destroy the
briiges so as to preveat tho enciny from
pissing, and aecuro your own retreat ¢ {{ad
you 1ot on the heights where you were sup-
plies for two duys? Why, instead of
taking advantago of them to mareh forward,
did you allow them to return 2 Why did
you lkecp your reserves on your left which
was protected, and why expose your right
when your retreat might bocut off 2  Aad
the questions follow close upon each other.
It is like fencing. ‘The marshal parries,
covers himself, wakes n return thruss by
advauciog somo militmy principle, but at
{ength the duke draws {rom the marshal’s
answers this oconclusion, which is like a
thrust right home:—-* It is then true, as was
maintained, that yow never had nny inten-
tion of going to Verdun, and thit your only
object was to camp beforo Matz?' ‘Fho mav
shal feels the Llow, [l hesitates anl thea
replies sharply, * [ have notsaud so. Istuck
fust to Matz,which was my supreme resourca,
but withi the firm resolution of re-orginizing
the cadres which had been clestroyed and
omilting my way through 2’ **

‘The correspondent of the Zimes astutely
renmuarks at the bottom of this sketch, ¢ The
two fencers uro worthy of each other and
bota very clever ; Lut one has the beauw role
of awvengiug tho country; the heivy, crush-
ing task of the otheris to save from this
his bonor and his life, both alike threaten
al.”  The cireful rewders of the trial, who
judges impartially, will altogether disent
from this sintement of the cse. The hounor
of France is no less on its triul than the
houoe of Mashal Baziine, snd so far noth-
ing has been elicited by theinterrogatory to
Justify the infamous charges which have
been framed to accomplishied ** the beau role
of avenging the country.” It all that has
thus fur been elicited is true, tho country is
disgracad by the disclosures as fur as a great
and noble nation—noble in spiteof its faults
—cwn bo disgraced by the misdeeds and
misunderstandings of its representative men
and 1ts governing classes. The fuct is, how.
ever, thst tho circuwmstances of the war
wero unjizecedeunted ; and if Buzaine, or his
statt either, were at fault in allowing politi-
tical considerations to bave anyinfluence on
their military daties—and this has yet to be
proved—some allowance nust bo wade for
the responsibilities of u tinye when a coun-
try, siruggling against the fearful odds for
its very existence, was sudenly split into
faclions by the revolution m Paris,

Another  correspondent  siys:— ¢ A
s{ronger contrast to tho cliborate oxacti.
tude of the duke cannot hie imagined than
that aflorded by the rough aud ready rapidi
ty of Marshal Baziine. lis voice is mefiled ;
ho speaks with great precipitation, oiten
interrupting the president, aud iuso low a
tone that tha ofllcial stenographers, now
placed close to his elbow, often frequently
look up perplexed as they strive to put ou



