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HE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

THE ONLY FLAG FOR CANADA.

- Tt

(From the Stratford Herald.)

Mg, EpITOR :—On the formation of the Domin-
ion of Canada, various s¢heme¥ Leing Suggested
for our national flag, the- foliowing lifres -were
sent for publication to a PBritish {riend .of ‘mine
in Ottawa, where thgir.uppearange being eager-
ly welcomed they lui'd'éox,ne influence in deter-
mining,our Rulers to adopt the * Old Red Cross,”
If you consider thein worthy. of o corner jn the
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Herald, they may rekindie a glow of;;0ld ‘1}4‘,5;is}1:
feeling, at this levelling and d'c.m(‘)pr:fuc‘j’unc,-
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ture. ‘
o A tBICGERNICUS.
Belleville, 8th Oclehe’l', 1572, .
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Wae want no flag but the old Ied Cross?]
The flag our fathers bore L
On many a well fought ffeldot' fanie,..
In the glorious days of youc ! .
The flag that floated o’er the Nild, -~ -
And at Trafalgay too; . ETE .
And got a baptisin ofrenown
On the field of Watérioo !
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We want no flag but the old Red (ross!
That sprung from I":l)‘ﬁ(_),dulnf:i soily ..
And fluttered high abbve tiie réc.ch
Of hands that would despoil— : ., .
The gullant banner of the byave, )
Our country’s Union Jaok; - . .-
That never streamed above g slaye, .
Or swerved from glory’s teack ¥ -+

We want no flag but the old
The terror of the muin, .’
That never had its blazonry, * |
Polluted by a stain— E I
‘The old and honoured bunting—
The chosen of the‘freé— b e
Whicllgnade our 1§md foruges. ;..
h

The Mistress of the Sea'!

A i .
Roil Erdss !
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We want no flag but the old 1led Cross !,
'Neath which ont country grew- -
The mightiest empire of tlig earth,
To freedom ever true !
The emblem of high enterprise,
And of the rigms of inan, )
Which Tdberty’s discipfes+ - !
Cal'riqg,qlwuy; in the‘vqn\ .

Wo want no flag but the nld Red Cross ! .
For this young laud of ours,.
To raise it to the standard: -

Of the world’s mighty pewers ! o
We've flcurished neath its shellering iolds
In darkness and inlight; ;. |
Then give to us the gond old flag,

We claim it asour right.... .
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THE PEVASTATION. .

The Tipgs published an interesting avti.
cle descriptive of this ‘war vessel,, preficed
by an account of her origin’ whiel ‘has ‘since
been corrected by Mr. K. J. Ryed, aur. late
Chief Constructor.  We subjoin - the most
interesting passages, omitling “the ‘errors
and embodying in their stex" My, Leed's
corrections as to matters of fael. -

Long before Mr. (Childers. .entered
upon oftice, before even the liat Conserva-
tive Government tock power, Sir Spencer
Robinson and* Mr. Reed hid ‘¢onsidered
what would be the best foim to givdin turret
ship of » low fyceboard, which so many per-
>on3 of eminence were auxious tosece built,
und they had come to the conclusion that
she should be a mastless Vessel of'this kinit,
Mr.Reed. accordingly prepared a design for
a ship, not exceeding in size several ot our
then existing ships, but with armour greatly
exceeding the Deastation’s in  thickness,
and with guns of great power—a.morve
powerful ship, in fact, than has even now
been anywhere huilt or, even commenced.
This ship Mr. Reed apd Sir Spencer Robin-
son earnestly besought Sir John Pakington
to build, when Ly party. éome into power ;
but the step, ur rather the suridey was. gon,
sidered Loo great for an avowedly weak Gav
ernment to take in theé fuce of an opposition
on the look-out—aus most oppositions are=
for occasions of cvil,  The design had,
therefore, to stan:l over Litl a new Goyern-
ment aroge,

Y.

After a time Mr, Childers came into office
| as First Lord, but with ideas very different
from the above, for on giving his first in-
| structions to Mr. Reed (and before asking
that gentleman for his opinion). he ordered
4 the design ot a ship of which the primary
qualities were to le smallness (**not much
to exceed 3'000 tons'), high speed, and very
"large coal supply ; and which, while she was
tocarry iwo very large guns, was to have ar-
~mour of altogether secondary importance,
Mr. Childers inclined to a “low freeboard,”
and’ wanted somte sAil power, but did not
-press for much.. - The ideas of ‘this ship was
_not in itself a bad one ; it was identical with
that upon which Mr. Stansfeld had fre
quently conversed with Mr. Reed when nt
the Admiralty—viz.,that of treating the gun
as the unit of power, making that unitas
large as possible, and sucrificing the defence
wholly, to that. . There are many ditficul-
ties, however, besetting the carrying out of
this idea, and {hese Mr. Stansfeld well un
derstood. making on one occasion a sugges
tian of very great value and importunce,

{-which Mr, Reed was. developing when his

| connection with the Admiralty ceased.

The limitations imposed byMr.Childers led
"to a very unsatisfactory design which could
“earry but extremely thin armour, snd would

have capsized under canvas. (See Mr.Reed's
report of Febiuary 3, 1869, published with
Mr! Childérs’ minute.) Some éxtension of
‘thé limitations was then made by Mr. Chil-
ders’s, but with « result that still left the
ship capsizable (from - her low free
.board), altheugh with armour of a
thinness very unsuited for a first-cluss
armourship.  Meantime, the cxistence of
the Admiralty design for a very powerful
ship had become known, and in Russia u
ship of similar character, but of somewhat
less size and power, had been lail down,
Bearing this tact in mind, the controller and
the chief constructor used all their infuence
-with the First Lord to induce him to aban-
don the idea of rigging a low freeboard ship,
and " of keeping the tonnage so very small,
and to allow them to build the Dev:station,
|« ship like the larger mastless monitor that
-had heen proposed in general principles,
but smaller, and consequently feebler.
| Mr. Childers yielded to their solicitations ;
abandoned the rigging,slthough the Captan
had not then been lost, and was con amore
with the constructors of the Devastation
class, gettiug Darliamenlary sanction for
the building of three such ships.
. 'The hull proper of the Devastation. which
1s the carrying power of the whole structure.
may he treated as the submerged portion of
the hull ofan ordinary ship.Between perpen-
diculais, or between stem and stern posts, it
is 985ft. in'length, with an inside Lreadth at
the;:lop of the sides amidships of 58Jt.. and
with a depth of midship portion of the
covering in deck to ‘the top of the keel of
18 feet. ~ 'T'his hull is divided longitudinally
into three divisions, the lowest of the three
being occupied by water tanks of the double
bottom ; the next division being formed of
twelve watertight compartments or ircn
Loxes, holding the engines, coal bunkers,
&ec., which we shall refer to more fully pre-
sently, and the upper or third division cow-
prising coal bunkers, chain-lockers, ma-
chinery, ollicers’ cabin, &e.,all being dispos-
ed ofin iron boxes in twelve compartmenns
almost as strongly, if somewhat move rough-
ly eoustructed, ps are the *strouyg rooms’
of w bank. ~ The “skeleton,” as we term
. the fiame of the hull, consists of the keel,
! thestem; i the stery post, the transverso
i wud longitudinal frames, and the beams,
il keel is built up interiorly and vertically,
It is of steel,tive eighihs of an inch in thick-
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ness, with a depth of 4ft. 6in., and js syp- -
ported Ly two angle irons, having Bin. of
flange and lin.thickness of metal. T'he’stem
rising from the fore end of the keel, is a
solid forging. the upper part being 9in. in
thickness, and the lower part, which forms
the prow, having a thickness of 36in. at the
peint where it would strike tho bottom of.
an enemy's ship in rammung.  In addition
Lo this enormous thicknessof meltal.the praw
is  further strenglhened by longitudinal
frames—n. perfect network, in fact, of iron
plating and angle iron.  The stern post is
also a solid forging., It is 26ft. in length,
and weighs fiftcen tons ; has IZin, in depth
of metal with a thickness of 8in., nudis con-
nected with the keel by an iron shoe of”
about 12ft. in length. The frame of the hull -
is bhuilt up from the keel on the bracket
principle of three eighths of an inch thick-
ness of iron, with a depth of three and a
quarter inches, the angle irons having five-
inch flanges. -The transverse frames are
three-inch by five-inch, with hall-inch thick-
ness of metul.  This may be termed the
‘' skeleton” of the Devastation's hull.  The
outside plating over thisis 11-16ths 6f an inch
in thickness. The double bottom is built up
of steel plates riveted in a vertical position
over the transverse frames sn- running
longitndinally, erossed by sumilurly vern
chlly fixed iron plating.  The result of this
arrangement is, that the bottom of the
Devastation is covered inside with aseries of
iron tanks. extending anudships on each
side to the shelf pieces or under side of the
lower deck, bat tapering at the fore and
after ends of the Decustation’s botiom to a
lesser extent both in breadth over the Lot
tom and also in size.  Under the engines
and over all the central portion of the
bottom they measure 4ft. 6. in depth, by
aft. breadth.  Qver this cell work is luid a
covering of 7T 16ths of an inch in thickness,
and the double hottom is thus complete,
The double Lottom cells, with a compait~
ment forward of the fore magazine and
another alt of the ofter magazine, have a
water earrying capacity of 1,080 tons.  ‘I'wo
steam pumps ave litted for the special work
ol’pqmpmg this water in or out as may ba
required according to the weight of coul in .
l.he cﬂ:‘nlzl)unkors. The size of these tank
like divisions af the dcuble bottom gives
ample room for uany exammation of the
inside of the outer plating of the hull, the
unperative necessity for such freguent ex-
aminations having been sufficiently exem-
pliied by the dockymd history of the lute
Mugarq.

Above the double bottom the Depastution’s
hull has two divisions longivudinally, and
these divisions are ngiin divided off into
twenty-four compartments transversely by
eleven watertight bulkbewls. exteunding
vertically from the platlormover the double
bottom to the underside of tie covering in
deck.  These bulkbeads we Ll up ol
iron, 7-16ths of an ineh in thickness, sud ave
supported by angle iron of the s.me thick-
ness, and ot 3 inches by 3} inches dimen-
siong.  The lower part of the longitudinal
divisions immediately over the double bot-
tom is divided vertically as follows i~ To
about Z0fL. aft of the ** prow,” cominencing
fiom forward, there are three watertight
flats, constructed 1o strengthen the, prow
and form three store rooms, standing oue
above the other. The lower nnd middle
flats ave appropriated to the storing of pro-
visions, and the upper one as a chain cable .
locker. No. 2 compartment contains the
fore magazine, which is protected from any
vlunging fire through the fore deck by a
bulkhead covered with 5-inch armor-plating.
No. 3 compartment contains the “ghell’”’



