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ently 100,000 strong. Soon after 10 o'clock
sharp fiving was openod by the Drussians
from well directed batterics on the left of
the French, It was replied to with spirit.
Very soon a large {orce of German infuntry,
flanked by cavalry, advanced under cover
of a heuvy artillery fire, striking the right
of Genoral Jourequibery's position. The
assaulting column was met by the artillery
five from many guns, including a number of
mitrailleuse of a new patern. The struggle
now became exceedingly severe, and was
well contested, but although the Germans
suffered heavy loss, they finally succeeded
in driving back the French, capturing two
guas and holding the important positions
near the river. General Chausey perceiving
the danger which threatoned his yposition,

moved forwurd his res.erves of artillery to
the support of Jourequibery. Thess opened
a ternffic fire, which stopped for a while tho
further advance of the Germans in that di-
rection. ‘Jywo or three severe assaults were
made by the Germans to secure further ad-
vantages, the object being to take the pusi-
tion held by the French at La Lillere. ‘The
French, however, were strongly posted and
fought with great courage and determina
tion. Each assault was repulsed with seri-
ous loss to the Germans, the French also
losing heavily. Meantime an equally tierce
attack was made on the French line cover-
ing the railroad to Chartres and Paris. After
two hours desperate fighting the French
centro was driven back and retreated, bow

ever, slowly and in good order for a short
distance only, to a position in the rear of
that firat occupied, where rising ground af-
forded good facilities for artillery. Ilere a
heavy forco of guns was packed, which,
manned by the marines, opened a severe
and well directed fire upon the advancing
enemy. This not only checked the Germans
but compelled them to fall back in turn.
Heavy counter fire soon followed from the
German batteries, which during the engage-
ment bad advanced to a commanding posi-
tion on the left of tho railroad. The supe.
riority of the German guns in firing soon
became apparent. After an unequal duel
the French slakened, the Germans causing
great loss to the French lines. Still the
Frrach infantry maintained their position
heroically and another attemop! was made
to dislodge the enemy, but signally failed.
For some time the engagement had the
character of an artillery duel, but when the
tGierman lines had taken the positions as-
signed thew a more active attack cornmen-
ced, evidently with the object of cutting be-
twaen the army and Lemans, and of captur-
ing A large number of prisoners. At four
o'clock the tactics of the Germans seemed
changed. Heavy maassing of troops took
place on the French right, under cover of
the wood near the village of Brette, which
was held by the French. The wood was on
the extreme left of the I'russian position,
stretching for miles on the south east of the
plain between the raad and villages, and

wore commanded by the Prussian artillery,
which was well posted on the lett under
cover of tho wood. The sharp needlo gun
firo ‘was opencd on the French line, more
than seven hundred yards distant. It soon
becamo evident that it would be impossible
for them to hold the position long unless
the Germans were dislodged. The heavy
fire o tho artillery directed on the wood was
apparently of but littlo effect. A large body
of the French infantry advanced in good or-
der ncross the plain, but was compelled to
retire with heavy losses under the murder-
our fire of both artillery and musketry. The
contest for the possession of Brette was kept
up here until dark, when an order reached
the French to fall back on Lomans.

The Lattle commenced about one o'clock,
and reacned its height on the left of the
French. The day was not cold but the
ground was covered with eight inches of
suow, which was fast melting under the hot
sun. At an carly hour the streets of Le-
| mans, which is not more than five miles
. from the field of battle, were filled with ex
" cited people, and crowded with waggonsand
" ammunition supplies, all being ready to
“seck « place of safety in the rear in case of

an unfavorable result of the tighting. Later
,in the evening an event occurred which

madeachange in the prospects of the French. .

After dark a strong force of Germans re.
‘ newed the fight.

2\ most mmportant French position, La
Tailetie, was endeavoured to be vroken by
immense masses of mfantry and a large force
of cavalry, who advanced rapidly and scat-
tered the French forces before thom. The
French, not expecting this attack, the most
of the battalion fled in disorder, taking with
thens ali the French force to the right bank
of tha river Huisne, and were compelled to
make a rapid retreat on Lemans. lms un-
forseen disaster completes the evacuation of
the city, 1if not the entire break up o°
Chausey'sarmy. A council of war is now in
‘session at Lemans. thould the second
army of the Loire be lost, ail French hopes
zone,

The German loss in the battle with Chau-
sey is officially stated at 167 officers and 3203
men, killed and wour-lod. The French lost
besides the killed and wounded, 22,000 un.
wounded prisoners.

Despatchies from Versailles state that
Prince Fredenick Charles announces that
Chausey’'s army is broken up, disorgamized
and retreating in three directions. 20,000
prisoners have been taken. The battle was
a decisive victory for the Prusians, and a
crushing defeat for the French.

The Herald's London special, 17th, says:
At the opening of the conference to-day
thero were present the Plemipotentiaries of
Austria, Prussia. Russia, Turkey, Italy, and
England. Although the conference assem-
bled with a great show of formality, 1t is in
reality a tamo affair, oming to tho fact that
the persons present meet nearly dmly. The
meeting was strictly formal.  Eral Granville

was called upon to preside. A communica-
tion rolative to the French representative
was read, but no action was taken in the
matter. Although the proceedings are kept
strictly secrot. it may be confidentially stat
ed that tho action of the conference must
bo without vrejudice to the abrogation of
the neutrahty of the Black Son, which has
already been accomplished by the actof the
Russian Government. In regard to rumors
of propositions of peace veing madeo at the
conference, Count Bernstofl is under strict
orders from the Prussian GGovernment to op-
pose any introduction of the subject, and to
jwithdraw from the conference, untess the
overtures proceed directly from France.

‘The bombardment of Paris proceeds slow-
ly but steadily. The gunners systematical-
1y avoid firing on public buldings. A flag
of truce was to-day sent into the city with
news letters.

Sk AT Ganr has been awing his iade
pendence again, tins time at a missionary
meeting. Some wag placed sulphur in and
on the stuve as a practical illustration of the
favor with winch the worthy knight's prin.
ciples would be received by the people of
Canada. The result was a break up of the
mecting thoroughly disgusted.

-——

CANADILAN ITEMS.
| ‘loronto.—IFrom the lon. Mr. Carling’s
|report welearn that in answer to his en-
quines of different munteipalitios as to tho
uwumber of labourers reguired, that the total
number of immigr wmt laborers of all clases
asked for in the 1turns from the munici
palities for the year 1569 was—agricultural
Iabourers, 13,129 : mechanics, 1448 : female
servants, 6376, Total, 23,149,  The num-
Pher applied for during the past year has
i been—agr:cultural Iabourers 14,407; mo
{chanics, 1192: female servauts, 7203. To-
jtal, 22,801, In addition to the returns thus
(sent in, applications for hundreds of la-
Ihourers of all classes wera made direct to
the several immigration agents, of which no
account has been taken. The total number
of immigrants that arrived in the Provinco
during the year 1869, as reported by the
fsovernl agents at Uttawa, Kingston, Toronto
; and Hamilton was 25,290. The number re-
1 ported for the year ending the 31st Decom
ber, 1870, is 34,592, showing an increase in
favor of the past year, as compared with the
year 1869, of 9302 souls.

Kingston.—A large an enthusiastic meet
ling was held here this cvening, to consider
; the subject of constructing a railroad from
. this city to the town of Pembroke. The
;mecting was addressed by a number of in-

fluential citizons, including R. J, Cartwright,
iM.P., and George A. Kirkpatrick, M.D.
i Tho gentlemen composing the delegation
( fioma Pemlroke also addressed the meeting
showing Ly statistics tho advantages to be
derived from the projected road. Resolu-
tions were adopted, pledging the city to co-
.operate with other municipalities interested
(in the project, and expressing their opinion
. that Government should give a Iiberal grant
‘of land in addition to such specific monoy
‘grant per nile a< it may be entitled to in
i coramon with othe, demands; that the city
,should vote a bonus of at least $2000 per
,wile. A comuiittee was appointed for tak-
ing sueh <ters as they may consider best for
facilitatine  the  project and obtaining
“charter.




