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Cuarrer XIV.

thlc this brisk and eventful campaign
Was in progross in Canada, Gage remained
%00ped up within his lines at Boston in

Ppy ignorance of what was transpiring
- 8roung him, while Washington was allowed
Sufficient, lexsule to bring the rabble occupy-
u}g the rebel positions into something like
A‘S‘!iplinc and increase his warlike stores by

¢ capture of the Royal forts and maga-
’ Zlnes which (age's stupidity exposed to
plmdel

''''' +-Un the 14th November a newspaper con-
ining the rebel General's order of the ‘day

rought the first intelligence to Boston of|

* the successful invasion of Canada.

_The blunders of the British Governors and
Generals was not confined to the Northern
- Colonicx, but spread southward with such
Perfect regularity that it assumed the ap-
Pearance of having been governed by some
8eneral law. In fact the universal defection
_ ®nonly be explained on the principle that
OWing to constitutional omissions there was
n° Sympathy between the popular branches

l'the Legislature and the Executive, and
mns@quently on every accasion in which the
G‘)Vernm cndeavored to. enforce respect to
constitutional law of the Empire he

“ an dalone. Not even heing able to bring

. SRy membem of his council into accord on

is. question or secure their support in up-

o dmg the dignity of the Crown.

"*ny of the rebel leaders in this lfeVO]t
hag g doubt been planning it for years;
sia ers were carried away by their cnthu-

S, Waghington was the only one who
 hug that love of country, which is known as

Patriotism, With him it amounted to a dis-

€. Evorything his countr, ymen did waq
ght everyone else wrong, and that, fcehng
m&s ‘l“lckengd Ly the fact that he had in vain
ught to be ¢ put on t,h(\ Enghah Lat’lbhsll
Went,” in otler words, have his scrvices re-

1 tént. -

| cognized by “rank in the regular army.”

It was not a generous age; selfishness was
the order of the day, and English politicians

| had quite enough on their hands to provide

for their own hungry parasites without

| thinking of the representative Virginian.

Without impuiting in the slightest degree |
unworthy motives to ieorge Washington but
the facility with which he. the representa-
tive of an old aristocratic and loyal family, |
ospoused the cause of - treason and sedition
is thus easily accounted for, and it also ex-
plains why he was followed by most of his
class, many of them the descendant of peers,
whose historic fame is emblazoned in  his-

tory; and more the scions of the first tamilies,

in England. With such names as leaders
the mass of Colonists wore easily persuaded
at that day of the justice of the cause in

" which they were required to tight, and as
transplemtation to thie soil. of the New|

World did not alter the Briton’s hereditory
tendency to pugacity found no difficulty in
taking to a position so very natural and con-
genial.

Under no other aspect can this extraor-
dinary revolt be explained, and simply be-
cause the mass of the pcople were not so-
cially in as good a position to judge of poli-

tical acts as their fellow subjects in Great

Britain. Many of the Colonial settlers were

or had been Irish, Scotch or English redemp-.

torials, that is emigrants unable to pay their}
passage and who sold their services for that
purpose for a term of years. The general
standard was not above that of the corrds-

ponding class ‘at home, and it is absurd to

suppose those men were able at that day to
be discriminating judges of nice points of
constitutional law. There was .not much
land heéld in the Southern and Middle Col-

oniés on fee simple tenure, most of it. was'
Jeased from the large Proprietors, and a ten-

antry similar to that of Britain was ready to

- support the groat landholders, each with his

fifty orisixty thounsand acres in a single pa-
In fact an aristocracy was rapidly.
‘formiuw in the Colonies, ancd @b was the am-

ﬂus contest ' 14 the aﬁoxt to sgcme xecqg
nition by hereditory title and privilege they

forced ar ev'olut.xon w}uch ended u;l Ip;?ghph
ing both and finally swept themselyes away.

In the New England Provinces the clergy
feared for their own privileges and influences;
the merchant because his smuggling opera-
tions wers, restramed Betwee,n them both
they led the rural. popu,latlon to beheve that
the British Parliament and people meant to
enslave them. . Unable of _themselves. to
carry on the rebellion thhx suocess thoy de-
forred, or seomed to defer, to the haughty
Southem Sultans,” and won :thelp hea,rts by
the appointment of Wuahmgtpp ag Com-
mander-in-Chief. This measure, conwmehd-
able alone for its pohcy, bound,,. l\orth ‘and
South firmly . together, for, Wﬂ«l?hlpgton 5
equilibrium of pm:txes in the ‘x;ebAe‘l pongress
and gave the tone of unanimity to their
councils.

While, ;]551;(“1 and §nblc me’n wgre busily
employed in,; chbmmg the dxﬁérent ele-
ments in_the Colomal pohhcs ‘utider the
plea of patriotism, in open rebelliorn against
Gireat Britain, the statesmen and politicians
of England seemed to be sadly wanting in
duty to. the Empire. The Colonial Gover-
nors wera obliged to furmsh to the \recently
created office of Secretary for tho ¢ ‘Colonies
perlodlcal reports represenfmg truly the
state of public opinion in their ‘seyeral Pro-
y . Sucli, documents’ necetsa.nly con-
mmed much which Should: ’ber seen by the
Privy Councxl aio"é','but owilig to treachery
or carlessnéss their conlients ‘were spread

| abroad amongst the oppomtmn from whom

they ﬁnally reachod the Colonies; ‘and, as a
matter of rgecesswy, exasperat:ed ‘the party
leaders aga,mst thy{ ovérnor, white it totally
destroyed his mﬁuence ot only ifi ‘that but
everydepa,rttﬁeﬁt di’ﬂiﬁ Stats had/opened its
secrets to ‘thg’ agxta%s tind ‘vebels.: The
parham ertary bppoéntxon at home, to their
cternal infamy, being most' active in dissem-

matmg mtelhaence treachiérously received.

In 1775 the Governor of Vu'gima ‘was the
Ea.l,l of Dunmore, who had beén 'vety popu-
lax in the Colony; at the commgntement of
the. dwurbancg;s in gfas 3 unretis he had
man,suutted to Greéat’ yxta;n “Mehiorial on
the State of the Provincés.” In'this docus



