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The subseription to the INDE-
PENDENL is pagadle i adeance. Will |
not our fricnds who have not already

But there are few women to whom
home nced be the beginning and end
of their Christian labour; nay, we
hold it true, that the more active
and thorough a woman is in her
home, the more ready she will be
to do all in her power outside.
Exceptional cases then aside,—those
who have large, and it may be sickly
familics claiming their attention, and
those who have to be partially or
entirely the bread-winners for their
famili.s,- <thereis anumber of women
members of all churches who can
help in its work. What then con

'can minister, to the sick

and poor.‘pcmicious entry of our leading
reading the scriptures and praying | dailies.

in houses as ueed might be Wc! We do not hesitate in avowing
saw the testimony lately of one who !our belief that to the Christian
had had the aid of such a body of ! Church we must ook for the right-
women in his pastoral work, who

said that he would never be without !

cous salt which shall keep the man

from moral putrefaction, but the
{it agamn, so helpful had he found ' Christian Church needs to be up and
it. \We leave the subject here with Idoing  There is a canker in our
this brief glance, commending it to' midst, the leprosy is abroad. A
ithe thoughts of our people, and: purifying process is needed ; it needs
hoping that it may be the seed of a no prophetic view to declare that
; Wider spread utlization of women in such purification will come either
i the churth. from within or from without. The
church must be purified cither by its
ORNCENITY IV THE PRESS. own aillingness to mamtam  the

done so remit us thair subseriptions? they do?  We have no reference
We thank those who have respond. | here to such work as getting up tea-

meetings, making social gatherings
very pleasant, and such hke matters
which the ladies know how to man-

. Spivit's work, or by the sure judg-
We by no means excuse a wanton menits its recreancy  imvites, We
g vath or would munnuze the guilt in- | yeed talent, wealth, influence, if we
,curred by its utterance; yet we can can obtain them with purity and

!
ed to our request of Tist week. Who
of the taveli e hundred and more, still

0

due will remit this week 2
e o — e

WOMAN 1IN THE CHURCH.

The power of woman and how to
gse it in the Christian Church, has
long been a vexed question and has
been answered in widely diverse
ways both v theory and practice;
while from those who deny to
woman any power or influence in the
ehurch, it kas had no answer what-
ever. “1 suffer not a woman to
teach,” has been made to do a deal
heavier duty than the Apostle
mtended we suspect, and has been
the stolen weapon by which wuch
damage has been done to the work

age so well, but to mere spiritual
work. Our Methodist brethren have,
in the leadership of classes, a
recognised work for women, and the
idea of this is good—though we
believe the working is not always
satisfactory., What can our women
do in the Church >  Let us see what
some of them are doing. We
have in connection with our body
a mission work, quiet and unos-
tentatious, doing good service for
the Master which is chiefly in the
hands of ladies, and which has always
had among its missionaries some of
their own =<ex. Again there is in

a Ladics’ Home Mission Society, that
looks after tue bodily and spiritual
wants of the poor and suffer-

of Christ  We need not stay here
to enquire the exact limits of the
Apostle’s prolubitien ; that it had
Hmits, was catly felt, for, in enacting
it afresh, the counal of Carthage
i, uf hic
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We nead not ~cekin the cloister

or in the sisterhtnd for the true

work of woman a tae church;n fact
the former of these removes her from

the hureh in its true idea, and the
latter makes har mote of an outuide
than an mternal agency and  power.
It would be strange indeed if the
Gospel of Jesas Christ which i
gentleness and love, did not find its

mast effictent workers in the sex

which is naturally the most gentle
and loving, and stranger stifl when it
s remembered Wt that Gospel s

the charter of their <ocial liberty,

that in all other systems, even m
Judaism itself, their condition was

one of inferiority,  some, of the!

direst degradation and most abject
slavery.
mo~t urgent sphere of duty to woman,
be she wife, mother.~ister or daughter,
thoame That is beyvoend all question
ar il NoChristian tea her would
ok to change this, and if any
voittan i lier ceal for outside work
n: glects hoane, she sins against duty
and Gl Charles Dickens draws
the pictuie of a woman of this sort
w i~ Bleak Howse,” giving all her
wme and thoughts to the heathon,
full of Buernoboola Gha, while her
own famuly s growing up in practical
heathemsm  through  her  neglect.
The picture is a caricature, and in
some respects so unfair and flagrant |

as to make the reader angry, and | the church, not necessarily the wives ,

yet it gels its power to annoy from
the fact that it has in it an clement |
oftruth. Caricature would be point-

less if, it had not in it truth—distor- ; and Deacons, visiting from house to |
ted and exaggerated though it be. - house, ministering as oniy women!
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'

Of course the first and

Lerous,

ing.  Further, there are in some
i cliurches, Ladies’ Committees for
"doing such work m the churches as
“they can best, and as sometimes they
fonly can de.  In others there aie ar-
vangements by which older ladies will
et the vounger of their own sex
lor bible study “and spiritual conver-
sation at regular perieds.  In all,
~women are takag their share in tract
distribution and  Sunday  School
work. \What morc can be done?
Well, if all this was bemg done, done
heartily by the women of all churches,
we are satisfied that our work would
receive agreat impetus ; man, sleepy
man would be shamed into activity
if the women did their duty.  Still we
- think that there are openings for work
beyond,  Why should not women
always be the Pastor's Agents tothe
young and inquiring of her own sex.
Men blunder  terribly  sometimes
when they attempt to weanve into a
pattern the gossamer threads of a
girl's thoughts and fechngs. A

“delicate-minded, sympathizing wo- .

man can do it much better. Then
why should not their vocies be
heard, not oftener, but regularly in
‘our prayer mectings > \We protest
‘that our practice of confining the
leading in prayer to men is prepost-
The majority attending our
prayer meetings generally are wo-
men , should not a woman lead their
devotions 2 We have  dehghtful
recollections  of  prayer mectings
where women have led in prayer ;

“we never felt nearer the throne than

then, the solemmity and pathos of
therr pleadings filled us with a sense
of the reabity of prayer.  And,
finally, why cannot our churches
have an order of Deaconesses ? wo-
men of God, recognized officiallv by

of Decacons, though, no doubt, it
would largely be so. who would
supplement the work of the Pastor

f understand how, surrounded by pro-
! fanity, overtaken by a sudden im-
i pulse,Lps utterly forcign thereto may
utter an unconscious ocath; but we
cannot understand how any one can
Futter or listen to with complacency,
an obscene jest or indulge in filthy
conver:ation, except it be for the
gratification of a lustful, filth-loving
heart. Yet our public press, is to a
large extent,pandering to a depraved

{infamy over which decency, no less

connection with some of our churches ¢ than charity, would cast the veil of

“silence. We know it is pleaded—

I

jin the long run an antidote to the
ievils thas exposed ; we have more
|

! than grave doubts thercon ; we know, !
;10 short, the influence is pernicious. -

I'We do net vouch for the literal
| truthfulness of the following story,
| DUT e WHTYouh or 1ts correct Hlus-
; tration of a principle.

"went to confession

Among other

i
i

“which question a most emphatic de-
‘nial was given  Tne next tune our

“{riend presented himself at the con-

fessional his first acknow ledgment
was of this very sin. How is this,
'said the father; did vou nat deny
having donc such a thing before?
' T did, your reverence, was the reply,
‘and told the truth ; but you put the
| thing into my head, and I thought
‘Twould just try it.  The application
is not far to scek.

The French Government, not over
scusitive on matters of a religious
cast, has recently prosecuted and im-

>

prisoned the manager of G/ Blas,

i
i
i
1
i
{
|
i
;
!
|

"'because of the obscenity found in its |

, columns, the government evidently
finding that thecirculation ofebscene

literature was fast precipitating the

country into a maral debascment not
calmly to be contemplated.  * Free
,thinkers ™ though, perhaps, the ma-
jority of that government may be,
_the truth is recognized that the vio-
"Mation, of the simple ruies of modesty,
“even though 1t be by words which

carry an ambiguous meaning, hurrics

on to immodest acts and moral

| blackness. It is questionable if GiZ|

: filas contained in its columns more
immodest words or thoughts than
have appeared lately in our lcading
I newspapers under the head of scan-
I dals and seduction it will become,
| or is becoming a serious question with
parents whether it will not be neces-
sary to guard the heme against the

tasie by constantly detailing cases of ;

 let the truth be told and it will prove |

An employee

things theconfessor enquired whether
he, the penitent, had ever used cer- |

. » !
I tain means to cheat his master, to

. picty; if not, we must do without
i them, for cur rule imperatively is

“first pure.” We want no smutty
_jokes fiom pulpit or pew, no insinua-
| ting suggestions ; we want a pure
"church atmosphere that we may
" preserve homes pure,and we need to
lcreate an  atmosphere of purity
j around, in which all prurient litera-
. ture will sie instead of being, as alas
; too often now 1t 15, fostered and ad-
I mired in secret.

i
i

A4 CONGREGATIONAL “FREE

; CHURCH™ '

We had an impression that Congre-
gationalisin was a toierably  free Church
cpolity  in fact, we have neard it said
that 1ts vae, or at any rate its chicf, fault
isthat it 15 too free, that there 15 not
sufticient adhesiveness, binding power, to
“make 1t as effective as it otherwise might
1be. We do not agree with that view,
and could give what we consider good
and satisfactory reasons for belivving that
Congregationalism  properly  understood
cand honestly worked 15 as conservative
as thie Christianity it represents - more
than that we should be sorry to see it
But it scems that Congreg®ionalism 15
; not free vnough for some people, and so
“our brethren m England are to be udifed
by the spectacle of a ** Congregational
| Free Chureh,” whatever that may be.

" "The eircumstances of the case appear
‘to be these. At the ume of the last
! elecuon, the Rev. E. P Hood, minister
t ot Cavendish Chapel, Manchester, preach-
“ed three political sermons which seem
i tu have given offence to a number of his
| people including the body of deacons.
fh was hiot, as we understand, that the
 opimons he set forth were objected to,
but that he should use the pulpit for

! . . .
i political purposes, as such, a position in

I'which we heartily agree. A ministeris a
fciu/cn. he has a right to his political
opinions, to wote in accordance with
"thetn, and to endeavor 1 suitable ways

to spread them, but the pulpit i not a

suitable way, #as is for another  purpose
“and to another end. It may be said—is
“sabd “Bat in a case like the recent
: clections in England, wnere the principles
" of national nghteousness were at stake,
| was 1t not right m such circumstances to
use the pulpit for the advocacy of those
prnciples ?”  For the assertion of the
principles—Yes.  For the identification
of those principles with a party-—No.
We have a conviction that the representa-
tives of those principles in that crisis was
the party headed by Wilham Ewart
Gladstone, but thousands, in England,




