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It must he manmifest that a strong undercurrent of re-
ligious questioning has set in, which it is neither wise
nor possible 1o ignore.  Its eaistence is
wholly deplared, tnasmuch as a faith we receive by
inhentanceas in danger of losing its freshness, and
stiffening into o miere form,- -

*Ove. the roofs of the pioncers
Gathers the moss of a hundred years ;
Uhe hiving (aith of the seulers old
A dead profession Cieir children hold.”

The zeal and freshness of a sew birth isin measuic
lost by that hfe being found in an old traditiozal way.
At the same tune we are not to forget thar there 1s a
steadfastness in that which has a consci.usrooting in
the long past whiuch no youthful frest.aess can yield.
One could scarcely live amid the cloisters and gloom
of the Abbey at Westminster without bewng in parnt
an eculestasue, o stand by the marnyrs’ monument
in old Grey Friars' Yard and notimbibe some of the
old Covenanters’ spirit ; and, therefore, if whilst sull
held by the hallowed associations of the past we are
so far disturbed as to shake off * the moss of a hun-
dred years,” the coming years will be fraught with a
more thoroughly Chiistian  Christianity than  the
worl has yet experienced since the first descent of
the tongues of flame. At any rate it isthe minister's
part to accept the facts of the providential hte around,
and stropg in the faith of the Gospel to go forth guid-
ing under-current and stream alike to God.  We dis.
own the pessimist’s croak, and look forward with hope
as

* Fresh and green from the rotting roots
Of pramal lorests the youny growth shoots;
From the death of the old the new proceeds,
And the hie of tuth from the rot of creeds.”

Not only is this an era of religious questioning, itis
an age of growing general intelligence. Here we may
casily ower as well as underesumate.  The student is
apt on the onc hand to imagine that the general pub
lic should keep pace with his “midnight oil,” on the
other to sce a great gulf fixed between his attainments
and that of the many ; guarding agawnst either ex-
treme, we must nevertheless admit that knowledge is
not the exclusive property of the favoured few, and
our pupular novelists are—with * Review” knowledge
—discussing some of the deepest problems of Chris.
tian lote.

“ Supernatural Religion ” has passed through five
edmons, Grey’s “ Cieed of Chnistendom ?has a steady
sale, and both are read with a silent attention, more
deep than outspoken approval. We should notignore
such facts.

We shall, however make a great mistake if we form
our general julpit ninistrations after the apologetic
mode. Theambassador for Christ should give no feeble
“perhaps.”  Exposition and apphication must be de-
cided; “speaking,” not pleading for--“the truth in love,”
and by manifestation thereof commending that truth
‘10 cvery man’s conscience in the sight of God.” Yet
even here most effective apologetics may be preached,
as cur further reflections will make manifest, nor
would we, should occasion occur, altogether prohibst
more formal evidencing of the truths of Christianity.

Chrisuanity being a new life, may bz considered as
its own best evidence. Indeed the very call for apalo-
getic cffort, otherwise than the mamfestation of its life
may be viewed as anevidence of weakness in Chnistian-
ity as now cxi-ting, nevertheless, as we have todo, not
with the idexl, but the actual, the call must be met.
We would postt, first, the trite, yet trite because true,
position, that the very best apology for Christian
verity is ifself; its own native loveliness and living
power must ever be its chief mmeans of winning sway
over the hearts and hves of men. The mind incapable
of cemprchendinyg an argument may melt before
“ your chaste conversation coupled with fear.” The
Chnistian s the world’s Bible, Christian hives its apol-
oz, the wornd’s need sufficient ground for Christ’s
meston of haanon. Said an old, one eyed, lame
coniessor at the Council of Nice; “ Christ and His

not to be:

‘ceit, but a naked truth to be guarded bv faith and

good works.,” ¢ Nothing new in this presentation ”
—nothing—* Hald fast that which we have, that no
man take nur crown.”

But, sccondly . More formal apologetics may
secem to be demanded. How far?  Unless Chns.
.tianity becomes pure mysticism its life must assume
! some objective form,  Faith, its living power, cometh
Ly heaning, and hearing by tke Hond of God, where
the necessity of objectivity is planly stated. Nowas
faith thus assumes an objective form, it of necessity
becomes open to hostile criticism and must needs
push its way into the region of the intellect. It is
vain to scek the divorcing <7 the intellect from faith;
Loth must be satistied, else the elements jar and the
min becomes * double minded,” and therefore un.
stable » his ways.  An antelbgent faith, even in its
strivings, is more manly than a blind implicit faith; at
least thus we Protestants believe, else had we better
at once bow before the infalhible chair.  We must
1 meet such lovingly, faithfully, maniully.

The onward maurch of a conquering host mustin the
details of its course’be guided by the general contour
of the country into which it 1s advancing, and the
character of the watchful foe.  Thus it 1s that whilst
Chuistamty in itself semper eadem est, its apologetics
must necessarily vary, The eloquence of Minutius
Fehx would sound strangely out of place to-day,
and the arguments which met English Deism in the
early part of the cighteenth century will not meet the

imaleriahstic Athetsm of to-day. The “ Analogy ” of
; Bishop Butler may remain a text-bouk in our theo-
|logical halls, yet the modern evolutiomst of the
{ tHaeckel school willinglya Hows Limsell to be impaled
"upon the atheistic horn of the dilemisa from which
the Deism of that day shrank back. ¢

We would say in the meantime, lct science do its
lown work. The evolution storm is of itself calming
down. “ [ have fallen into a serious and unfortunate
error,” writes Darwin in a preface to Vol 11, “ Des.
cent of Man.” A candour that would be refreshing
from some prophecy-mongers and would-be scientific
theologians.  The true scientist is an explorer, and
his theories tentauve ; if sometimes he dogmatizes he
can too often plead the theologian’s example.  As Dr.
Dawson once expressed it: *“ It is a fearful crime
against the souls of men soto connect theological pre.
udgments with the truth of God that men of culture
are repelled from what might otherwise awe by its
moral elevation, and attract by its spiritual beauty. The
scienufic infidel 1s not always & wrong-doer to be put
down. Heis often a darkened soul struggling for
hght, and sometimes driven back from it by the fol-
hies and inconsistencies of Christians, The theo-
logian may be held responsible for much scientific
infidehity, as he adulterates the water of life with un-
wholesome earthly elements.”

S.ience will answer science ; the Christian popular
apologist can waiut,

An example of the necessarily shifting character of
Chnistian evidences may be seen by contrastuing the
spirit of the age with the confession of Nicodemus “We
know Thou art a teacher sent from God, for no man
can do these miracles that Thou doest except God be
with him.” So far from working conviction,a miracle
would set our scientists experimenting. These phases
ofthought can scarcely call for poputar treatment. 1
should question the expediency of pressing miracles
into the apologetics of to-day.

Nor do ! attach much value to the so-called “proofs”
that God is, in our general deahing with the world-
spirit, for the existence of Ged must after all be held
to be a primitive belrcf. lle that cometh to God
must & "feve that he is; all apologetics can do is to
awaken or to strengthen the latent or wavernng con-
scivusness, To this end we can scarcely improve
1pon the theological argument as stated by Paley in
Jbe eaihier chapters of lus Natural Theology., * We
would, however, siake imore upon the moral argument
which may be thus briefly stated, and is capable of
popular treatment :

Diversity of opinion as to what particular act

'ls nght or wrong confessedly exists 3 but that there

apo.tles left us, not a system of logie ner of vaun de- | is a nght which when knowna 1s unperauve, the com-

mon consent of man declares. That the supreme
rule is not in ourselves, is manifest from the senscof
responsibility ; nor in changing circumstances, be-
cause no circumstances can nitke evil. as such, com.
mendable to the conscience.  Nor has expeneance in-
validated the argument of the “Analogy,” that “in the
natural course of things, virtue, as suek, s actually re-
warded, and vice, as swch, punished.” We thus reach
at least what Matthew Arnold calls the ** Power with-
out ourelves which makes for tighteousness.” Should
it here be objected “ we have been educated to this,”
tie reply may be made, that the ear requires edu-
cating to discern between notes with exactness, does
not invalidate the fact that thuse variations are real
and may be mzthematically computed.

Tins power granted, and we in conscious relation,
we meet thos e moral longings.  * The weary, aching,
upward search for what we never gain ;” the satisfying
of which—""yndall himsell being witness—forms the
most press.ng problem for philusophy to solve.

We are now upon the very tliesheld of revelation,
our revelation, the Bible. How do we propose tomeet
wn?

The general method is the historical, such as we
have been accustomed to in Paley’s “Evidences,” and
later in such works as ** Westcott’s Introducuon,” and
yet such researches, however necessary for the scholar,
are utterly beyond the popular ear. Are they neces-
sary ?

I have long thought we have no~ an undoubted
right ““ to begin at the other end,” an claim authonity
on the ground of * possession.”

The cravings of the moral nature have been referred
to us an imperative factorin human experience, “Man
cannot live by bread alone.” Confessedly the Gospel
of Jesus sausfies those longings, and when received,
gves peace.  Even the author of “ Supernatural Re-
higion,” after three volumes of destructive criticism,
closes with these words: ** \Ve may find real help and
guidance from more earnest contemplation of the life
and teachings of jesus.” In an earhier volume, the
sane writer exalts above all else the character of “the
man who is truly inspired by the morality of Jesus,
and penetrated by that love of God and of man which
1s its living principle.” It is scarcely worth whiie
wranghng with a man who would negative the fact
that the religion of Jesus

*¢ Satisfies our longings
As nothing else can do.”

Christ is in possession of our moral world; is there
any reason why He thould be served with a writ of
ejectment ? Someonc must possess it. He is in—is
there any clammant that can justly put Him out.
When secking to win our way against Islam, or the
systems of India, we have to make good our claim,
and the missionary needs, as our Churches are learn-’
ing, special tramming therefor, but with us, at least
just now, no other claim is pressed.

No man, unless crazed with anger or lunacy, would
dismiss a confidential clerk who hkad long and faith-
{ully served him, to whom his business success was
largely due, and whose services he sull required. At
any rate, if one claimed the sitation, the claimant
must substantiate his detser nght; meanwhile the one
in possession remains. 1 want some reason for dis-
missing Jesus of Nazareth from the three-fold office
of Prophet, Priest, and King, and thus [ come under
the shadow of His cross, 1 place the burden of dis-
proof upon those who seek to disturb a present con-
tidence and hope. ‘That these methods will not silence
all cavil, may be readily confessed, but that they afford
a fair ground of confidence to the secker after right-
cousness may with emphasis be afirmed.  That we
gain absolute certainty is not to be supposed. Bishop
Butler’s axiom ““ Probability is the guide of life,” for-

bids such an expectation, but of Christianity, thus
held, thosc necessary conditions of acceptance may be
boldly maintained.

[t contradicts no known truths, rather it satisfies
all requuements of our religious nature, We may
presume that to be the key which fits all the wards
and raises all the tumblers of the lock.

It has certain vested nghts in us from old and hal-

lowed associations, Why should we cast aside ap



