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i.tlionstîip of length to îveight it is obviatfs tliat such
aj l'wstcm could not be attained unless there wer& one
uniformi systern of wvights in 'd measures. The
,Ict ric Systcmn of weights and measures is so perfect
andi lins been adapted sa wvicl1y that it férins the nxost
stâtablc basis for a uniform systcm of caunts af yarns.»

Mfr. Halsey is struck by tlic fact thiat flic United
States appears ta be thc strongest fortress of the
Englishi systemt of weights and measures. This is bc-
cause flie United States bas, nationally speàkîng, liveil
likec the oyster, self-coniained within its shcll, and with
coinparativcly littie forcign trade outside af the
English-speaking peoples ,until ini recent years. Great
Britain lives by ber foreign trade, and ber past re-
fusai ta adopt a system naw tised hy practically ail
the rest of the world bias cost bier the lass of millions
af potiiids. Naw she realizes it, and hence the Hanse
oi Lards bas passed the scand rcading, of a bilî ta
render the Metric System comptilsory in Great Britain
on and from 5th April, 19a6. .lnasrnuch as a majarity
ai the members of the }Tause of «Comnions have ai-
rcady signed a niemorial infavar of the systeni, there
appears- ta be littie dauibt that it will pass. Canada
and the ather calanies eil flU into line, because the
Premiers af all the colonies A -the last Colonial Cn
ference in Landon, expressed themselves formally ini
favor af the change. Costly and inconvenient thougli
the change xnay be for the time .beingi the gain ili
be worth the cost, as ail Canadians xviii realize when
tlîey compare oiur presenit decirnal coinage îvitb the aid
Canadian currency of pounds, shillings ani pence.

-Speaking at Westmauti Quebec, last month,
I-Ion. W. S. Fielding rnade a mare explicit statement
on file tariff than bas yet been vouchisaicd by a cabinet
m:.nister since tariff revision lias been azitated uinder
th'e prescrit Gaovernment. Hie said tliat "time xvould not
:dllow of the systematic ivestigation nccessary for a
«,cieral revisiôn nt the, ncxt session, but urgent needs
af special bfanches ai trade xvould be deaIt Nvitb." The
tariff lias reînained practically untonched for seven
years. Vie ivoolen mantifacturers ai Can1adaý take this
tob mean tliat the discriminations against xvhich tbey
bave vainly striven for the last three or four years,
%vill be reniedied. As vill -be remcmbered from quo-
tations in thèse columns in recent manths, a nuniber
of independent jaurnals as xvell as newspapers on bath
sides ai poltics have frankly concèded'th ,at the wvoaleri
nianufa.cturers are. pcculîarty placed, and flhnt wvhile
thecir mills have bec» equipped under high tariff con-
d iionsf, necessitating heavy expenditure for machinery,
thecir goods are sold, under almost free, trade Conditions,
inm competitian with the best organized industry of
Creat I3ritain. The B3radford Trade Annual Revieiv,
for 1903 shows that the shipmnent ai goods fram tlint
dIistrict ta Canada for the year wcere valtied at $7222,-
400,. and- thai these shipments were larger than ta any

other country in thé worid. No anc xvill cnvy thic
itritish ierchant or mianutfactutrer a large trade in
Canada, but Mien this trade is done at flhc cost ai ex-
tingtsislîine an induistry that lias been bulilt up l)y great
laboir and the ontiay ai large capital, and bas as
îîîaiy ramifications u'.iti otiier home industries as tlic
Canadian woin industry, the question may well bc
asked, is tlie policy that brinigs sudci destruction fair
or ivise?

*-Captain C. A. Madge, ai tlic Rayai Warviicks,
w'ho fouglit in. the Boer war, is visiting the Uinited
States in flie interests ai the Transvaal Consolidatcd
Landl Co., xvhich contrais 3,250,000 acres ai fertile land
in flic Pretoria* district, a large part ot xvhicb it pro-
poses to plant in cottan. He is travelling through the
cotton, beit ai tlic souith, studying the conditions o!
cotton culture. H-e says Pretoria is similar ta timis
section as ta cliniate, and lie is ofiflie opinion that the
stapie can bc succcssfully raised.

-St. John Braderick, the secretary of state for
India, replying rçently ta a deptitation ai the British
Cotton Growers' Association and representatives ai
tbe cotton maniacturing centres ai Lancashire, said
flie Cotton acreage of India would be greatér this year
than ever before, anI added that he believcd the vice-
roy af India, Lard Curzon, wauld niake every endeavor
ta further proniate Cotton groNwing xvitb the view ai
stippl3'ing the British market. Nothing would be lcit
ixindane ta tutilize the vast fieldis ai India.

-"jWoolman," writing ta tlie American Mrool aind
Cotton Reporter, st.ates that on the xvhole the Britili
waol mnarket bas sniffered but littie irom the outhreak
of xvar, due, probahly. to tlic fact that the hostilitics
aire being acËcd in adisýrict so reniotc from the irreat
centres ai tUe %voolen indItistri,. The experts ta japan
for the nionth oi jantiarv af this andi last year compare
as iollows:

1903. 1904.
Wrorsted goods .... yards. 490,800 159.10

*Woolen goods ....... do. 18.5,400 105,,100
Cotton piece troods. ... do. .5.77.5.200 T,871,200
Co.tton yarn and twist.do. 294.800 62,000

sbowing a serions curtaiinent in shipments already.

VIE TKETIO SYSTEX.

Editor. Canadian Journal ai Fabrics-
Sir,ý-Referring ta the, latter nn the Metrie Systea. hy* E.

Johnson, whiclî appears in your issue for Febrtinry, 1 nota
thlé statemcr.t that: lit is not a fact that in Frince and Ger-
rnany there aré uised aid lînits side by side with those of the
Mctrc System. There do cxist oid nanîes-or niciçnanxs-
for some ai the present units," etc


