November 17, 1893.

THE CANADIAN MANUFACTURER.

ROILER INSPECTION.
Ietitor THE CANADIAN MANUFACTURER ;

1 have rend with much interest your article on Boiler Tnspection
i your lust issue.  Since then there has been n nutnber of disas-
trous explosions, one of which, oceurring in New York City on
Nov, 3, resulted in great loss of life, and damnge to property to
the extent of 253,000, On Nov, & there was an explosion at St.
Aunne du Sault, Que., which resulted in the loss of three valuable
lives, and the entire demolition of 2 mill and machinery, A\ few
dnys before, on Oct. 31, an explosion oceurred at Three Rivers,
Quo., which was also attended by luss of two lives and of consider-
able property.  All of these doilers were under the supervision
of Government inapectors, and thu, it appents that inspection by
Government officials is not by any means a guarantee that these
terrible fatalitiex will not oceur,

The plan of having an ofticial investigation, ax snggested by
your American contemporary, with reports published ofticinlly.
placing the blame where it belongs, would without doubt have
wholesome etfect, and bailer owners would under that armngement
wive the question considersible more thought than they now do,

T face of the numerous explosions that have oceurred in Canada
since the beginning of the present year, itis remarkable that steam
users are 8o indifferent to the actual conditions of their steam

plants ; and the fact can only be attributed to oversight, resulting

from the pressing demands of immedinte business.  The business
of luoking after their hoilers seems to be left entively to men who
are tuo often unacquanted with the conditions which renders them
liable to explosion.

A large number of engineers ave in favor of insutance and
inspection by incorporated companies, as they know that as soon
as i policy i8 issued the insurice company has @ monetary inter-
est it the boiler, and will see that the owners arve compelled to
make the repairs necessary from time to time to insure safety
and they also know that the regular periodieal visits from the
inspectors of the insuranee compamies, who supervise their work
and give instractions as to the proper management of the boiler,
will tend to reduce the danger of explosion to s minimum,

The writer tinds with reference to the blue books that during the
last fifteen years nut more than two builers in Canada, under the
supervision and care of insurance companies, hive exploded, while
the number of hoiler owners carrying policies of insurance and
mspection amounts away up in the thousands . and judging from
these facts, one would naturally conclude ;

(1) That_explosions can_he prevented by the rigid perindical
inspeetion by the ofticials of an insurance company, with a saflicient
monetary interest at stake to compel the owners and the engineers
o follow instructions which, if caried out, make explosions well-
nigh impossible.

(2) That Govermuent inspection, so-called, has not prevented
explosion of hoilers.

(3) That nearly all caplosions are due to carelesstiess or ignor-
ance of those in chiarge ; carelessness as to the proper uso of a
hoiler, ignorance as to the conditions which render boiless linhle
to explosion,

(4) ‘That owners of balers will carry out the instructions of
inspectors when they ave convineed that these arve in the interests
of themselves and their employers,

Boiler explosions have been very numerous in agricultuynd com-
munities during the past few months, which were no doubt all
owing to the ignoranee of those in clhinge--men who hal no pre-
vious experience to teach them the dangers attendant upon the
careless use of steam,

The question of licensing stationary engineers, and requiving all
hoilers to undergo frequent inspections, is one well worthy of the
attention of the Government, and in fact it is & measure in which
all are more or less interested, for explosions not only endanger
the lives of those in immediate charge, but also the lives of those
who may be in the vicinity.

We hope that you will keep this matter before the pubhie, and
prarticutarly before the nanufacturers, for L amsurethat if the mutter
received the attention that its gmvity merits, proper precutions
would he taken by hoiler owners who had never given the matter
# thought, and many valuable lives would he saved,

Nuvember 8. Boiex,

It is announced that the great Manchester ship canal is now

; entively completed, and water will be at once admitted to its

entive length, Tt will take two weeks for the ecanal to receive its
full depthof water.  The first steamer to traverse the full length
of the canal will, it is expected, make the trip on the tisst day of
December.

Dunixe the fiseal yenr ended June 30, the St. Mary's Falls canal
wis open to navigation 220 days. It was closed for the winter on
Dec. 6, 1892, amd opened on May 1, 1805 ; 12,160 vessels, agere.
gating 10,226,971 registered tons, an U cnrying 10,846,404 tons of
freight wnd 23,919 passengers, passed  through the eanal in 5,611
luckagres.  The staple articles tansported were 2,771,667 tons of
coal, TH606 tons of copper, 3,627,778 barvels of flour, 40,959,9%0
bushels of wheat, 2,446,159 bushels of gain other than wheat,
L.4G8,807 tons of fon ore, 620,531.000 feet B, M. of lumber,
47,116 tons of huilding stone, and 371,850 tons of miscellaneous oy
unclissed freight,  The amovunt expended in operting the canal,
cte., during the tiseal year ended June 30, 1843, was $41,828.07.

INVENTORS !

Write for particulars to the INVENTORS' MUTUAL BENEFIT
ARSOCIATION, Porr Huenon, Mien,
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Patent Barristers and Solicitors,
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