THE MONTHLY RECORD

OF _.THE

Olnwch of Scotland

IN
NOVA SCATIA, NEW BRUHSWICK, AND ADJOINING PRGVINGES,

VOL. XXiil.

MARCH, 1877,

NO. hl.

If forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right kand forget her cunning. —Psalm 137, 4-5.

SERMON

BY THE LATE PROFESSOR CRAWFORD,
OF EDINBURGH.

“Ye arc rur epitle writes in cur heasts,
known an’ ‘ead  f 'l men; fo asmuch as
ye are m.nifestly de-lured to e the epist o
o: Christ minis ered by us, wr tten not wita
inY, but with the Spirit of the living God;
not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of
the hewrt.”— 2 ConriNTuIANS, iii. 2, 3.

The Apostle Paul, i writing to the Corin-
thians, had frequent oceasio . to vindicate him-
self from the aspersions ¢ st o him by certain
false teachers, who called in questio. his
claims to the Apostleship.  Among other
arpuments to which he appealed in confirma-
tion of the authority of his sacred offle, one of
the most forcible was the practical result with
which Ins lakours in that office had been at-
tended. He was willing to be tried by no
less severe o test than that which his heavenly
Master had furnished when, having issued 1iis
warning againsr false prophets, He added, “by
their fruits ve shall know them e felt that
no other evid nee was needful than that whick
the hearts and lives of his true couveits might
abundantly afford to prove that the Lord,
whose he was and whom he served, had owned
and singularly biessed his mimztrations.

“Am ] notan Apostle 7’ we find him argu-
ing in kis for - or Episile, “ Are not ye”—cven
ye—“my waik in tho Lord? If I'be notan
Apostie uuto others, yet doultiess I am to
you: for the scal of mine Apostleship are ye

_inthe Lord.” ~

To the tike purpose is his argument in the
pacsage before us. “ Do we,” he#had asked in
the preceding  verse—**do we begin again to
commend ourselves? or need we, as some
others, cpisties of commendation 10 you,

the chanee that had been wrought in them,
dispute his claims to the office he sustninea ?
They were themsclves the seal of his Apostle-
gether unnecessary.  For, us he adds in the
text: ¢ Ye are our Epistle, written in our
hearts” (or, as some manuscrints Have it,
“written in your hearts’ ),— ¢ Yo are our
Fpistle, written in your hear s, known and
read of al men; for as much asg ye are mani-
festly declared to be the Episle of  hrist
ministered by us.”

‘I'his was indeed an argament for his Apos-
tleship, the force of which it was not easy 10
call in guestion. -His faithful converts posscs-
sed in their own experience, and openly ex-
hibited in their consistent lives, n proot that
his labours had tru'y heen accompanied with
the power and  demonstration of the Holy
Spirit.  Whatev-r his enemies and detractors
might suy against him,—as not having “ com-
panicd” with the other Apostles from th- be-
giuning—as not having been in the first in-
stance nominated, like the suceessor of Judas,
by the vuice of the assembled Church—as hav-
ing 1e.ently been o blasphemer and a persccu-
tur  or asotherwise lacking what they may
have conceived to be pro_er signs and creden-
tinls« o a ! ivine commission,—the faithful
Christings at Jeast hnew in themselves, and all
who candidly observed them avere obliged to
ackeowledge that Le had, of a trutk, been in
theie enve a * chosen vessel to bear the name
of the Lord betore the Gentiles.”  Whether he
had other swarks ot the Apostleship was 10

them, sceordingly, u matter of comparative
imliflerence. Oune thing they knew, that

whereas they weie onee blind, they had now,
through Fis insnumeniajity, been made 1o see.
He had teen the means of awakening and con-
verting thew ; of torning them from darkness
unto hght, and from the pover of Satan unto
Gud.  aAnd Low then could cither they who
had experienieed, or others who had observed,



