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LEBSONSV FOR BEARCE.

FIRST SABBATH.
SUBJECT:-The Cities of Refuge. Josh.

20: 1-9. Golden Texi, Po. 46: 1. Paraikit
Passages, Deut 33: 27, Ps. 59: 16, Heb. 6:18

Tihe information which the Scriptures give
us rempecting the Cities of refuge is contained
cbiefly in Nuni. 35th Ch., Deut. 19: 1-10, and
in the chapter which fornis Our lesson. lu
PatriarcliaF times the duty of putting the
murderer ta death, appears ta have dev olved
by common consent upon the nearest male
relative of the murdered persan. Some suîch
arrangement appears ta have been necessary
in the absence of estabiished lawe and settled
governments: and seerna to have received
countenance from Gen. 9: 5-6. The customn
stili exists in saine oriental cauntries, as for
instance in Arabia; but it is evident that ta
entrubt the power of inticting punishment in
such cases into the bands of private persans,
thirsting for vengeance, must have oflen led
ta terrible abuses. Against these abuses the
institution of the cihies of refuge vas intended
ta guard.

These cities wvere ta be six in number.
three of them in Canaan proper, and the
taber tbree in the distriteod Jordan. On
reference ta the ina» it wiii 6e seen that these
vere so piaced that oue of themni night be
easily riacbed by an y inhabitant of the coun-
t.ry. They weeail I.viticai, cities-ptobably
because t he Levites, froin their trainig and
duties, would bc thie most suitâble an dim-
partial judges, and mont able ta caîru the
etormy passions of the avenger of blood. The
roada wLich, led ta them, (see Deut. 19: 3,)
vere ta be kept in good condition, the brooks
and rivers were ta be spanned by good
bridges, the widtb of the roads vas ta ho 32
cubits, or about 48 feet, and at &Il thie cross
roads sie-n posts were ta be erected with the
warda '"rIefuge, Rtfuge," painted on theni.
T'hey were flot de.,igned to shield from punish-
ment the wilful murderer, but ta, deliver front
thie hand of thie avenger of biood the man
vha had killed anoîher unintentionslly and
vithaut malice. By fieeing vithout delay ta
the nearest city of refuge hie would tind a safe
Asylumn tili his cas4e vas regularly tied before
thie congregation-that is, till he vas publicly
tried, probabiy by the authçcries of the
place where t he accident had occarred. If
praved guiltiess of any criminel intention he
vas reqtored ta, the city af refuge. and vas
ablid ta remain theri tilI the death of thie
l 'ghlriet, after -which ha anight return in
safet ta bis own home. If Aie should leave
the city before thie ligh Priest died, the
&venger ai biaod might slay hum 'with im-
punity. lhese arrangements divested the
custom af devolving tre duty of punishing
homicide upon the next of kmn of thie slain
man-or " goelism " as it is called --of its
greatea: abusés. They tended havever ta

show how sacred human life ie in the eyeis of
tGod. The unintentional manslasi er was ex-
posed to danger of losing hia own hife, and ta
the evils of more or leas protracted banish-
ment from bie own hothfe.

The manslayer fleeing from the avenger of
bload, is a striking emblemt of the sinner
fleeing for refuge from the wrath of Gad; and
the chies or refuge are a type of the SaviaUr.
Their naines set forth hgis perfections.-
Kedesh -oly-implies the holiness of .Jesus.

Shehemshodde.-'the govertiment shall
be upon bis shoulder. " 1ea. 9: 6. Ilebron-
/*llowsip-believers are called ita fellowship
witb CJhrist. liezer-o foitres-Chrîst in
such to ail who trust in Hlm. RamotAi-
high-for Him bath God exalted. Giolan-
509-for Iin Hum ail the saints are j ustified and
shalf g fory. As the manslayer was delivered
front banishinent by the death of the liigh
Priest, so by the death of our great Iligli
Priest sinnera are deivered from the punls-
ment threatened against sin.

SECOND SARBATI.
Sunji&cTr--The AU«ar of Wùnessu, Joshua

22: 21-27.
W'hen the tribes of Reuben and Gad which

possessed niuch cattie, saw that the land an
the euat of Jordan afforded good pasturage
they asked Moses thot they might be per-
mitted ta remain there and to, receive thie
district as their portion of thie promisedl in-
heritance. The request looked &elllsh; ho-
aides, it argued a Iack of that faith wbuch
Aoses had, who in beholding Canaan as a

type ai Heaven ionged so earnestly to pam
over Jordan and see the goodly land.

On receiving the assurance, however, that
the nmen fit for war belonging to these two
tribes were qfite willing to, go o-.er Jordan
and aid the other tribes in the conquest of
the land, Moses consented ta the requeet and
ailotted theni the portion asked. As the dis-
trict vas too large for these tribes the northera
portion was assigned ta a part of the tribe of
Manasseh, the other part subsequcntly re-

ceiving its portion nearly oppo6ite an the
west side of the Jordan. See INumb. Ch. U2

After the death of Moses, when Israel under
the canduct of Joshua crossedl the Jordan, we
find that forty thousand armed men af
lieuben and Glad and the haif trihe of Ma-.
nass" pased over before the children of
Israel, (Joshua 4: 12, 13). Wben Mioses and
Eleazar took in the plains of à1oab the num-
ber of the men 'who were able ta go ta war in
Israei, Reuben gave 43,730; Gad, 40,b00; and
Manasseh, 52,700. Accordingly the twa
trubes and a half muet have had about 100,.
000 ighting men. Ail tberefore did flot gço
ai-or Jordan, aithougit aIl expresaedl their
readiness ta go. Some remained behind to
take charge of the women and children, and
dlocks. Joshua would malte a selection of
those who should go. As thevar of conqueat
lastedl a considerable time, some think seven
years, the persons firet chosen may after a
period of service have been exchanged for
others, or been permittedl occaso"Bly ta viait,
their familes.


