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that, unkssff well acquisinted withbher bisftory, a <franger mîght
flot know sbe was feeble niinded.

1 coald find no provision in the criminal code for punishing
any of the mcn. The age limit having been pasaed, ber not
being a person of chaste eharacter, bier consent and ber intelli-
gence, the persons implicated iii this disgraceful offence being
strangers te her, taken in coanection iiith. the statntory exemp-
tions in such cases, securely elosed. every avenue to a succesaful
prosecution. Under these circumstanee I betook myself te the
common law and found there provisions as to conspiracy to de-
file %o men. Proceeaings were cominenced against ail three
meiî for thLis common law offence. Dr. Bruce Smith, after exain-
ination, pronounced this girl aq a high grade imbecile, posee
of such abilitv as would protect a stranger fromn conviction for
baving connection with bier though an irnbecile.

At the trial the three men were defended b- one of the
cleverest cr-injiinil lawycrs at our Bar. Ail three were con-
victed of the com-mon law offence.

The yourig fellows, having been Lnýablc to find .,ibad

spent six months in gaol-awaiting trial. The livery-stable keeper
was glad to pay a fine of onc thousand dollars and costs of the
prosecution. Prosecutions upon procuring girls for prostitution
couid, under the coninon law, secure punislinient more ade-
quate for the offence than can 'ne imposcd under thc code.

At the Whitby Assizpeg in SeptemLer last before Sir WilliamrI Muhlock, ai- Austrian was convicted of using seditious language
against the Kinp,, tending to prormote a breach of the peace. 1
could flnd no means of convicting him. under the code, but, by
resorting to the common law, was able to do se. He served a
teri, of imprisonment. and is now interned.

If, however, the practitioner wishes to prosecute any person
for gaming, ani thù statutes do not cover the case, i'. is hopeless
to refer to the coinmon law. The Engli8h peop1,ý prior te Henry
VIII. wcre dead game sports. Gaming was so common 'n the
niother country in it8 eerlv history that therm is no record to be


