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things for him to know-the nature of
the material out of which the house is
to be buit, and the plans which thu
architect has made of the finished
bouse. It is stili more important that
the parent in the home, and the
teacher in the Sabbath School, should
know the nature of the material in
their charge, and wliàt the proper pro-
duct shiould be whien it is flnishied, and
ready to leave our hands. The lack
of a right knowledge of these things 1
believe to be the cause of failure in
innumerable cases, in our efforts to
build up ji the home, and in the
Sabbath School, Christ-like characters
in our young men and wonien.

WVhat, then, is the nature of the
child, the material with whichi we have
to deal, and out of which we are to
rear our structure ? For the answer, I
shall go direcrty te the Master-the
Great Teacher, to whioni we would do
well to appeal far more often than we
do, when %ve are to stucly the nature of
man, and the charaett r of the work we
have to do.

'IThen were brought unto Him
litie children, that I-le should put His
hands on thern and pray; and the
disciples rebuked themn. But Jesus
said, 'Suifer littie children, and forhid
then not, te corne unto me, for of
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.'"

Again, in rebukingr His disci pies for
their seifishness, Fie said, I'Verily I
say unto you, except ye be converted,
and becomne as littde children, ye shall
flot enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven." And further, "lTake heed
that ye despise net one of these littie
ones, for 1 say unto you, that in
heaven their angels do always behold
the face of my Father which is in
hieaven."

1 quote from the highest authority 1
know of, and they satisfy me of the
purity, innocence, and Christ - like
nature of the child.

What should be the finirked struc-
ture ? I shall again find the answer in
the words of Jesus, "IBe ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father, which art

in heaven, is perfect." Here, then, we
have a human being whose beginning
is purity, and whose end should be
perfect man ; but this being cornes to
us helpless, and dependent upon us
for proper growth, physically, mentally
and spirituahly, in its earlier stages of
development. Hence Our great le-
sponsibility. I conceive that, along
this line, the work of the home and of
the Sabbath School is the same-to
draw out, to inspire, to aid the soul
in its development along the lines of
purity, until conduct is deterniined and
the character is established, and that
character is Christ-hike. [t is now
generally considered, I think, that
environmnent has more to do with
character making than heredity bas.
That is, if we take a child from the
city slums, and place it in a Christian
home wîth Christ-hike environment,
we are more likely to establish a good
character, than we wvuuld be if we took
a child from a Christian home, and
l)laced it in the sluni home with its
dagrading surroundirigs. Hence, again,
the responsibility devolving upon us
to exert a proper influence in our
homes and in the Sabbath School. In
'>)rdeir to do this, and to have our lives
forever pointing upwards, wve rmust be
baptized, and that daily, by the Holy
Ghost, into the very spirit of Christ.
J esus said, "And 1, if 1 be lifted up,
will draw ail men unto ne"How can
we, as teachers or as parents, expect to
lift up these littie ones, and place their
feet upon the Rock, unless we are es-
tablished upon that Rock ourselves.

I amn a lover of a beautiful orchard,
and I know that to grow such an or-
chard it is necessary to pay unremitting
attention te the trees year after year,
from the tiny sprout to the full grown
tree. If 1 should allow this orchard
te be scarred by the plow in tilling it,
or bent over by the wind, or broken
and browsed off by the cattie, or left
untrimmed and ragged, what think you
would be its condition when it should
bear fruit? A neighbor 'would pro-
bably say te me, IlYour orchard is


