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THE POISOMNOLS, OR TOAD-FISH
OF VAN DIEMAN's LAY,

James Scott, Esg. 10 N., Colomal Sup-
geon s1ys, this fish s fownd o the vaysana
on the shares of Van Dicwiio’s fattad, and
issupposed to he aspeuns of the toad fial .
_'Tae melancholy and dicadiud eflvet pro-
duced by eating it was lately instanced ia
the neighbourhood of fubart Tuwn, un the
lady of one of the most tespeetable wmer.
chants, and two childien, wlo died 1 the
course of three hours, without beiug able to

' Zive any notice of their danzer; and seve-
rabservants were only saved by the timely
discovery of the death of their mistiess and
their fellow-servamts’ children.

“The poison is of a powerlul sedative na-
ture, producing stepor, loss of specchy de-
glutition, vision, aud the powerol the volun-
tury muscles, and ultimately an entie: depti-
vation of nervous power, and death.  Atthe
inquest over the above bodies, the cffect of
the poison was satisfuctorily pruved by grving
paitofthe fishleit by the unfurtunate ndi-
viduals, to two cats, which soon beeatne
affected. W hen both were in a dyiag state,
one had twenty-five drops of the arsemeal
solution introduced with a siiver tube m the
stomach, and rapidly 1ecovered; winle the
other, which was allowed to take its chaunce,
quickly died. The bodics at death wete
flaceid and blanched, with o fwtor, but
Tather a smell like that of new hay, paticn
latly about the mouth ; butin about twelve
Tours they became livid, swollen, with
bloody serum issuing from all the external
parts, intolerably fcetid, and rapidily renmng
1ato decomposition,

The general size of the fish is about five
inchesin leugth, the girthis great in propor-
tion 1o thelengih ; the back'is of the colour
.and spotted Tike tortoiseshell ; the belly is

of o white hid skin feel and appearance.
#Tlhe animal b one ventral fin postaaia to
« the unus, one caudal and two peetoral. The
" tard is perpend cubar; the gills are antetion

to the pectored fins, and are about theee-
Veighths of an inch in length, and of a simi-
«Adunar form ; the eyes are rather lage aed

prominent, ke that of the toad 5 the  tves
tane antesior to the eycs.
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SIITHOMAS WIHITE.
! Dorn, A. 0. 3102, Dicd, A, bl 1366,

S1r Tuoaas Wuirk cleims our noter
as pre-ermnent amens the Britsh wiere 1is
and twadus fur bis uberahity,  Toet cliss
has produced soveral smunadoals o1 ths

“desenptivn, who have answeral tae puby
desuniption given by Old Livnest 1 we
Puaim’s Progiess,
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A man there way, tho’ some did éaunt hivn med,
T'he meore he cast away, the more he had.””
|'l'heir conduct, and the result, havine ren-
dered the interpretation giver by Guus,

«« He who bestows his goods upon the poor,

Shall have asimach agan, and tenstimes more.”’
But Sir Thomas White must ever be reck-
oned as one of the earlicst and most re-
makable  {Ie was born at Reading, A. p.
1192, where s father carried on business as
a clothier, in the strect called the f3utter
inarhet.

When twelve years old, he was appren-
ticed to a tradesman of London, whom he
served ten years, and conducted himselt so
well that lus waster bequeathed hun one
hundred pounds.  With that sum, and a
further amount left him by s father, who
died in 152.3, he began business on his own
agcount, and in a few years 1ose to wealth
and honours, and {rom an early period was
disingwshed for acts of munificence.

It 15 to be regretted that we have no ac-
count of the personal character and pursuits
of Sir Thomas White. Much however,
may Le inferred from hus extrnondinary acts
of liberahity, and as Chalmers has well
rematked, < e must have been no comivon
man, who showed the first example of de-
voung the profits of trade to the advance-
ment of learning.”

All we gather of his personal history is,
that he was sherift of 'London in 1346, and
Lord Mfayor in 1533, the year Queen Mary
came to the throne, and was kaighted for his

services in preserving the peace of the City,
and assesting to suppress the illconcerted
and 1ash attempt of Sw Thomas Wyatt to
disturh the Queen'’s government. He died
at Oafurd in 1566, and was buried in tho
chapel of St. John's college, which he had .
funnded not long before. lle was twiee
married, but left no fumily. .

Among the eharities of Nir Thomas White,
the llowing may be enumerated 5 and 12
st be vemembered that a hundved pourdds ©
i these days was efqual to wore than «
thousand at the present time, lle gave to
Coveatry one thousamd pounds, to Bristol,
two thousand nouads, aad to Leicester, two
thousaid pounds 3 to form funds from wineh
s might be lent to imlustroustradesmen,
aid fur the relidd of the puor m tumes ol
wancity, The pruacipat benetuction was the
Fondiog of St dolin’s College, Oxford, for
which e puichased tie sito of Ben:natd
Colleze fuimerly an establishment of the
C.steriian monky, wnd cadowed it with
v i us manas and estates, wud lelt the sum
of three thousands pounds to this institution
at lis decease.  Nearly the whole of the
advantages of the college, were by the
founder’s  direction appropriated to the
scholars  of merchant tailors’ school in
London, )

THE BEST ON TIE OUTSIDE.

1 remember, when very young, walking °
through the market withmy grandtather, and
stopping at a booth where a man sold fruit.
[ saw some very fine {ilbect-nuts; so, paying
my money, 1 soon had a pint of them put
into my hat crown.  After £ had walked a
little way, ¢ Grandfather,” said I, ¢ that
man is a rogue, for I have so many bad nuts
and leaves in my hat, that I am sure he
must have prt the best on the outside.”

My grandtather smiled at me and my fil-
bert-uuts, telling me, that before I got much
older I should find that not only this man,
but a great many other people in the world
were accustomed to put the best on the cut-
side. Soon after we came to ashow that
took up all my attention. There was a
grand picture on the outside, of Tippoo
Saltaun, with his turban on his head, giving
up his two sons to Lord Cornwallis : several
tigers were painted behind them, and as the
showman eried cut, ¢ All alive? all alive !
1 begged ny grandfather to let me see the
great people. In we went, formy grand-
father was determined that the lesson he
wished to impress on my mind should be




