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b CURIOUS PREAMBLES.
monre?:l;les to statutes are much more com-
are g, funngland than in this country. They
8 large and comprehensive that in them, to
ic histoXtent, can be read the local and domes-
em am"y of tlu? English people. Some of
em Vel‘y' quaint and curious, and to a fcw
he we will call attention.
iamem}l’:ﬁamble to a subsidy granted by Par-
reign 0 Henry VIII, in the 37th ycar of his
o Teads as follows :
have’ :(J):r:::g, We, the people of this realm,
estio) € most part of us, so lived under his
8 8ure protection, and yet so live, out
at a“f:&:r and danger as if there were no warre
Mot ;eme’-l as small fishes of the sca, in the
qllieuy ul}:;stuuus and stormie weather, doe lie
oved wi ¢r the rock or hookside, and are not
out o t;h the surges of the water nor stirred
bleWeth ! eIr quict place, however the wind
I s ete,
Sfatl:nihi first year of the reign of Edward VI,
felonie; ¢pealing most of the said treasons and
€nacted during the reign of Henry
shom’dh::t:lhis in the preamble : « That subjects
68 thp ¢ er obey from the love of their prin-
tempest rom. dread of severe laws; that, as in
i QODVe?]ri Wwinter, one course and government
ler ent, and in calm or more warm
8 more liberal care or lighter garments
%0 it ?:‘ﬁ'kmd' ought to be followed and used,
ng ¢ ewige ‘necessary to alter the laws ac-
o8e Whool'the times.” A very plain hint that
Stugy, t_lved in the prior reign lived in tem-
1nes.
edtl:: 'eigl} of Henry VIIIL, a statute was
thig Bulating th practice of medicine with
Preampe .
Dhysizr 8 much ag the science and cunning of
Xercig, and surgery is daily withiu this realm
Song o " Y a great multitude of ignorant per-
In g om the greater part have no insight
Somg soe, Dor in any other kind of learning ;
forty, atcnn no letters in the book; so far
¢ommon artificers, as smiths and

of
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weavers, and women boldly and accustomably
take upon them great cures in which they part-
ly use sorcery and witchcraft, partly apply such
medicines to the diseasc as be very noxious and
nothing mecet, to the high displeasure of God,
great infamy to the faculty, and the grievous
damage and distruction of divers of the King's
people.”

A not inapt description of many who prac-
tice the healing art in these days.

In the second year of the reign of Richard 11,
there was the following preamble to a statute
aimed at the bribery of justices :

“ Whereas, Late in the time of the noble
King Kdward, grandfather of our Sovereign
Lord, the King that now is, it was ordained
that justices, as long as they should be in the
ofiice uf justices, should not take fee or robe of
any except of the King, and that they should

not take gift nor reward by them, nor yet by

other, privily or opertly of any man which
should have any thing to do afore them in any-
wisepcxcept meat and drink of small value.”

Under this statute Lord Chief Justice Hale
could have taken the venison if of small value,
but railroad passes would be forbidden.

In the thirty-third year of the reign of Henry
VI, there was this preamble to a statute regu-
lating the number of attornies to be licensed in
Norfolk, Suffolk, and Norwich :

« Whereas, Of time not long past, within the
city of Norwich and the counties of Norfolk
and Suffolk, there were no more but gix or
cight attornies at the most (coming) to the
King’s court, in which time great tranquillity
reigned in the said city and countics, and little
trouble or vexation was made by untrue or
foreign suits; and now so it is in the said city
and counties, there be fourscore attornies or
more, the more part of them having no other
thing to live upon, but only his gain by (the
practice of) attorneyship, and also the more
part of them not being of sufficient knowledge
to be an attorney.which (come) to every fair,
market and other places where is any assembly
of people exhorting, procuring, moving and in-
citing the people to attempt untrue and forcign
suits for small trespasses, little offences and
small sums of debt whose actions be triable and

determinable in Court Darons; whereby pro-

cced many suits, more of evil will and malice



