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tcry L, ca'àl the attcnt! n~ ùf niembers ta a
change in the 1'rebb> ter> *à mcc:flxÀ,ý thi> time, frum
the first Tuesday of the mr .nth to Tuesday', J anuar)
14tb, 1 S96. ________

T 11E BritLI IVEk Zy savs that fcr the first tinie
during his innstry" in London, Dr- .NlMnro,

Gibson wvas unable through iliness ta conduct
service on a recent Sabbath 11is inati friends ini
Canada %vill be pleascd ta Icarn that the worthy
floctor is again in good hea!th. If lie is tired of
London fog, there is a place in Toronto lie can have
by simply giving the sligbtest hint af his willing-
ness ta cornte.

MODERN history docs not furnish an illus-Mtration of a statesman who feul farther in
ane day than Grover Cleveh-and feUl during one a fewv
days ago. If his message ta Cangress on the Vene-
zuela bounclary dispute, %vas flot a jinga bld for the
"tail-twisting . vote at the coming Presidential

clection, then it %vas a %vanton and gratuitous
insuit ta a frieridly neighbouring nation. Millions
af people the wvorld aver who looked upon Cleve-
land as a flrst-class statesman, have a very differ-
ent: opinion af him noiv.

' 1HE folloiving prayer offercd the other day by
Tthe chaplain of the House af Representatives

at Washingtan has roused the indignation af a
good many ai our ncighbors:

IdHeaveuly Father, let peace reign tbraughaut aurborders, yet niay we bc quick te reseut anylhing like au in-suit ta this aur nation. May prasperity srnile upon aurland. and peace and happiness came ino every homne. Sa
may Thy kîngdom corne, Tii> will bc doue on earth as it islu heaven, thraugh Christ aur Lord. Amen."
The idea that " aur land " and the " earth " are
the sanie thing, is mare entravagant than even the
Munroe doctrine as exponded by President Cleve-
1pnd. The ClS istian Woksays "«the cauntry
pays $900 a year ta the exploiter ai this travesty
of the sacred office of prayer." "«Exploiter " and
Idtravesty " are good.

LAST year the Presbyterian Churcli in Canada
Lspent for H-omne Mission~s and Augmenta-

tian in Manitoba and the North-west less than
$25.aoo. The cost af a special sessian af the
Dominion Parliainent ta give Separate Schoals ta
Manitoba wvili bc a good deal aver $Iuu,-ooO, of
which Presbyterians ivili pay at least $Do,00o, It
would sein as thougli we are more willing ta
spend moncy ta satisfy the dlaims ai the Roman
Catholic Church than for the mission work af the
Church in that field. Either the generasity af the
Goverument in this matter is princely or the giving
cf the Church is alniost bcgga.rly. There is niuch
taik about fallowing the constitution and guarding
the riglits of the wvcalz, but the Church ai Christ
has a constitution that is surely as sacred as that af
the Dominion. Iu the Church's constitution there
is ane clause that reads, " Go and preach the gospel
ta) every creature ;" and another that reads, I ear
ye one another's burdens and sa fulfil the law ai
Christ."1

'~HE Halifax 1Fana:., speaking ai the reports
T1given ai evangelistic wvark, says that,
the "'greater portion af evangelistic wvorlr neyer ap-
pears in any report or ini any record but that wvhich
is kept by the all-knowving God." We do not knowv
how it may be in Halifax, but ccrtainly some ai the
Toronto journals give quite enough af praminence
ta the sayings and daings of evangelists. When
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Sam joncs and Sam Small were holding meztings
in this city a fctv years ago, their utterances were
for the most part reported verbaffin. The Moody
meetingb of a few rnonths since were flot only te-
ported-they wvere graphically described. Ir is
even sometimes announccd in ane ai the leading
journals that certain evangelists have dipassed
through" the city on their way ta -. Soon
after there is a telegraphic despatch that tbey are
holding great meetings in - -. and at the clInçe of
the meetings there is another giving the number of
couverts. .Any liind af a sensational preacher
coming to Toronto seenis ta have aIl the newspaper
space he %vants and that is sornetimes a pretty
liberal allowvance.

C OM1MENTING an the characteristics ai di lTcr-
Cnt churches a lcading Philadelphia journal

says:
"The average Fresbvterlan cangregatlon is seldomo

muved b>' waves of religions fervor or tacitement of any
kind, and the mast acceptable and lu ail respects successful
minlsier is the oanc wbo, rith cezseless vigilance, iratches
aver bis people, notes the straugers In bis floclr, the so'oer-
mnded ruembers of bis Sabbatb school and Youug Peoples
Socleties, and wbo, upon each communion Sanda>', Is en-
abîed ta present new candidates for chnrch mrmbersý.ipt
cilber ihrougb certificale or upon confession of taiîh. 17J;
the work Is carried an at ail seamons and tbrougbout the
year. There is steady and encouraging grawth. Ail things
arc doue according ta the Apustolic admonition, and
the people are built up in their mast bol>' falib,
receiving thet eachings eftbe palpit as authorlzed ex-
positions cf the V)ivine WVord, and seeid*-ng in daïly it and
conduct to reflect lis truc spirit."
Yes, that used ta be the way, and fortunately is the
way yet in mnany cangregations, but even sanie
Presbyterians are beginning ta hanker alter the
spasmodic and sensational. The Pennsylvania
type, however, is solid.THE most disheartcuing elements in thedi wax-scare " were the scream ai deliglit
that went up from Maine ta the Pacific, the un-
seemly haste ivith ivhich Congress proceeded, the
camments of the press and the light-hearted way
which many spoke of spilling Canadian blood,
destroying Canadian canais and burning Canadians
cities. We must flot attach ta mucli importance
ta these things. There are sixty-five millions of
people in the United States ; and 'vo gencrally
hear froni the warst ai them flrst. No hoodlum in
any American city could say as wick-ed things
about Canada as sanie Hame Rulers have been
saying about England for years, and, be it re-
rnerbered, England anzd Ireland arc under the
sanie flag. Home Rulers have used dynaraite
against England, and there are hundreds ai mnen in
London wvho would use the tarch in the capital ta-
morratv, if tbey dare. Even in Canada we have
men wvho can talk lightly af %var, newspapers that
are net any botter than thcy auglit ta bie and poli-
ticians tbat wvould moalie a wvar speech on every
stump if they thaught they could gain a few votes
by so doing. It is easy ta raise the standard higli
-for aur neiglibours.

IF the hundredth part af what is said about the
1 drinh-ing, bribery and other fanms ai cor-

ruption at the bye-elections io North Ontario and
Cardwell is truc, it Nvould have been many times
better that these ridings had remained unrepresent-
cd during the preserit Parliament. To such an ex-
tent bas dnink-ing prevailed in Cardwoll that Col.
O'Brien icit it ta bce bis duty at the nomination ta
caîl the attention ai the Hon. Mr.Foster ta the mari-
ner in which "whiskey wvas ibeing swilled and
poured, down the thraats ofithe people," and he ad-
ded that if the Hon. gentleman k-oeu it hc
ouglit ta leave the county at once, and thus dis-
caunitenance sucli brazen attempts ta corrupt the
people. Mr. Faster made the acquain tance ai the
people ai Ontario as a lecturer an Prohibition, and
it tvould certainly have been in keeping ivith bis
fermer professions ta have used bis in<luence in
stcmming the flood ai whiskey about which Cal.
O'Brien spake with sp rnuch farce. The question
ai who may represent Cardwell duning next ses-
sion is a tnbfling one, campared with the immoral-
ity and demnoralization ai the people wraught by
such means, by whomsoever employed, whcreby ta
carry an electian. The members returned at these
bye-elections cannot, we are canvinccd, do as mucli
good for the country in one session as the twa elec-
tions already held have in thisway donc harm. The
fact is, the exercise ai the franchise in this country
at bye-elections, instead ai being a priç 'Cege, is fast
degenerating ino an unmitigatcd curse.

[JAN. is?, lS05.

T HE Chtrist ian Work discusses the Venezueladit llculty in a caîni, dignified way and wvinds
up as fullows:

Happlly the way ta ptace seems open. Let eltber ai tht
two principals fimmed[httly concerned la tht contraversy
maire avertores to the other for a pcesceihl settlemnt on tht
basls of Intual concession, or, il this canai bc. let saute
friendly power like Rusa Interpose with the aller of ils;
CooC. services, and we ma>' believe tht olive branch and flot
the rnnsket uill be selted, war-caies wlll cesse, and peace
honorable and credigable to ait parties wbll follow. We bc-
lieve tha: a middlt term is dîscoverabît wblcb will salve
tht difficult>', i-bicb wilI -Ive England the rlghts to wbicli
site mn' bie eqnitably euîlîled, whicb wlI protect tht e quai
rights cf Venezuela, and whicb w.11 justif>' the United
States for lis frlendl>' and humant interposition In behaif of
a weaker Poirer. W'e have oniy to add that war betvreen
tht two great Christian nations ut tht world nier tht pre-
sent issue ,rould bc an abhorrent crimet. Blut tbIs the
prlnciples and commun Interests af bath peoples will assur-
ed>' maki: impossible.
Our contemparary differs froni Secretary Olne3?
wvhen lie holds that the Monroe doctrine is inter-
national laîv, but contende that it. is the national
palicy of the United States, and as such bas just as
rmuch riglit ta live as wvhat is called the balance oi
power in Europe. There is force in the contention
and it should be remiembered that the Monroe
doctrine wvas enunciated at the request ai the
Brnitish Govern ment of that day. Thore isno ques-
tion noiv, howvever, about the Monroe doctrine ini
itsclf, thougli Salisbury seems ta raise anc. The
real question is, does the Monroe doctrine apply
ta the Venezuela dispute. On that point there is
prabably as niuch différence among American
jurists as among jurists anywvhere
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NINE T Y- SIX

THIS year it so happons thatthe day on %vbich
Twe publish is also the first day ai a newv

year. Naturally, and very gladly wve take advan-
tage of it ta Vish ali aur readers a Happy, a very
Happy Ncwv Ycar. This hackneyed expression
may mean mucli or littie ; for ourselves we say it
framn aur hecart and mean it i0 the fullest sense ai
ilhe %vords. Nathing wauld lie casier than ta
nioralize at this special soasan, so fruitful of sug-
gestions for that particular kind of exerciso. But
wve bave no intention ai giving aur readers a
homily, stili less a sermon, for their experiences in
their individual and family life, and stili wvider rela-
tions are so varied and s0 unknown ta us, except
as they are conimon ta al), that ive can say nothing-
wvhich would not have the appearance ai the rncrest
cammonplace and platitudes. The pastors ai
churches and heads ai familles cao speak% ta much
botter advantage ta their people those words af
spiritual ivisdom and profit that arc called for by
their indi-vidual, circurostances, than cao so
irnpersonal an individual as the editor ai a paper.
'We can anly commend cecryone ta take stock ai
the past ivisely, faithfully, lionestly, wvith a vicw
ta makcing a fresh start, an upwvard and anivard
moveruent for theyear just begun. What its pas-
sibilities nlay bc in this respect no ane can tel], but
it: is almost certain that ta aIl wvho are an the out-
look, for theni, and ready ta seize thern, Eighteen
ninety-six tvill bng îvith it pcssibiliîics oi bedng
and doing better than wve have donc in Eightcen
ninety-five.

The past year lias flot been destit ute ai events,
cspecially in the far East, wvhich it is almast certain
will yet be attended ivith very important results.
Amang the most significant and prabably fat-
reachir.g lu its conscquences lias been the wvar bce-
tween China and japan, and the revelatian ai the
utter inability ai the former ta capc wvith a power
mucli inferior i0 point ai numbers, but supplied
wvith ail the iniplenients, of moLý2rn wvarfare as
,knowvn in the West. The transfer of Formnosa ta
Japan has naturally a deep intcrest ta ail aur
readers, because ai the effect which this may have
upan aur missionary apenations ou that island.
The outbreakcs ai anti-faneign feeling in sanie parts
af China, involving the sacrifice of preciaus and
dcvotcd lives ai rnissionaries, have saddencd rnany
hecarts, and been a cause ai great and constant
anxiety ta aur Church for the safety and hives ai
aur noble baud in Honan. The conque-stoaiMada-
gascar by the Frencli, is alsa an eveot which may
and probably wiIl affect very rnatcnial-
ly Protestant mission wvanic, and the progess
ai truc religion in that most intercr-ting
island, whose history lias been sa filled with
tragic interest. The centcnary ai that: most
powerful anganizatian for missionary work, the


