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';ometime wiien aitl ife. lc-,.se'ns have heem teaineil,
And suriandaimstears larever more have set,

a ne alangs ashir.h ,ut aeak juidcent brie lh.,~i

Thet hengs fi'er %which te grve wilh laçhes wer,
%Voit lash before ais out of laie s daak naght,

As sars shinc mlust aitriceper canas oi Alaif
Aa. w'e sha1l *ee h.w .2'I (kd .alaüs are

And 'ihow cvi',i reen"l relr,Af waI; love mÀnO

An'd we sailitec hcw, white wc frown and siah,
God s plans go on as best for you and me ,

ilusv, aien ttc . liedlcAeded [uL uua cly,
Deleesase s wisdom ta the end couid se.

Ani even -as prudent pa.eais disaiinw,
T1ou much ut sweet ta cgavvag babyhood,

.,il Louai, )crha's, as Arcrîang ilium us ravw
Lfes siseetestt hngs. because it scemeth god

And of ,aac8inasc. >.ýtitngcd siLhlle.~>.e
W'e 6nd the w'mnwna'l, and lreb-l and l;hr'nl<,

lie suie a wiser hand than yaurs or mine
l'ours out aias portion fur our laps Ltu daînk.

And 41 ,ume ose %% e luve s lyaamg luw,
Whert humait kisses cannai reach the face,

0, (do flt blame the frving Father sol
But wear your sorrow wîîh obedaent grace.

And you ikîlt soily k-now ilmat lengahentrd
bieatla

I. a.'t the s%%ectest igîlt Gud gives laiend,
And that sornaimes tie sable paît af death

Cuticeals ihe faircit boon IliAs lave crn send.
If we cuuld î'ash ajar the gaies of laie,

And stand withon afnd ait Gud's warkings ste,
\We courd interpretaait ibis doubt and strife,

And for cach mysieiy couldifinal a key.
But flot ta-day. Then lac content, poor beauit

God's plans, lake hie- pure and whate, unfud ,
%emais4 nui lear the l2use shut leaves a;paiL
Tarlle il reveiat he calyxes ai gald.

Anid if, througha patient toit, we reach the landi,
WVhere tired fect, with sandals loosed, may

lest,
Whea we stiali ciearly know and unders'and,

1 think abat we miii say . IlGoal knew the
IaCt. -

lvý e !fart,,11 tAAAiA 1R-P.%TàS AN

la was a heautalui custom that obiained
amang godiv people, not sa long aga, but
that bas fautan, we tecar, in aur excessively busy
tames tondîsuse, nameiy, ibat ai covcaanîing
wiîh God.

That was tht mch biossota an the bush ai
a vigaraus religions laie. TAiai was the ruddy
glow ai bcaltb on tht cheek ai a man wbose
spiritual beaiuh was good. That was the re-
suit of conditions ihat were devant and graci-
osanmd ful oC moral tbougbîfuiness and
spiritual cancera. That tld ont the genuane-
ness ai a Christian laie in the homes af the
people because ai was a privat affair, no ont
knew of il but tht cavenanter himself, or
maybe the mother cr faîher wba assasted the
yaunig man or the youag woman in the act.

It was an engagement beîween tht andiva-
doal aand Gad. Il was an act ai tht heart.
An acu 100, ai the concentraîed rrnd and tht
living conscience. Il was a supreme aci af
aae's baile. WVhen ont reacbed ta that, he
had came to tht crisis ai bis eartbby carter.
Ilt had engaged tai be tht Lord's witb sncb
circnmstance and seriousness, and saiemniîy
that tht aci was memomabie foever. And il
gavc calatar and chai-acter toalal tht aller-lite,
Tht sua that bad msen shed bis icb golden
rays an tht entîre nature, sweeieaing, beauti-
tying, giorifyiiig il al ;siampiug it svth a
ncw character. Mucb tboughi and anxians
reflection preceded tht act, and il gave brth
ta a concerta that abave wih tht andivaduai.
Il was a grand educative force and a prime
source ai stablîty in tht laie af godlimess.

Wouid that we bat! the same kind o! ac-
tion ta-day ! Wauid ihat moîbers and faîhers
and chidren were in ibis cavenanling sparitî
wold that aur religions teachers andi leaders
in every department af ch urch-iife and Chras-
tian acîaviîy were found issing an sncb a
decided stand laor God, and wîtb Gad I

There can be no doubi that i wuld do
immense good. Il wouid ay -ia arrest on the
thangtlessnes5s ai aur lame ; the dtadtaang
ndafferece;i thetgtoastcanceptians ai a reli-

gionsIle tht dasbonormng courses af some
proiessrs; the want of a definite abject an
rime pari ai others, and keep tht genera totnt
ai religions lie and feeling tram sankiag clown
iuo the marshy quagame of a baptized womld-
liaoss.

Toi , -venants btal.,d up SLotland to a
noble and heroja. daraog and enduranc.e that
have rcrowvned i wtb glorn. But the coven-
anis, though signcd wiih blond, an the old
Greyfuaars Churi-hyard and eisewbere, would
neyer have been sa effective had inot been
fut the w.veanting wth God ihat kept alave
the spirit of ime, fear and love anid war!bip
in the homes ci the people There lay the
mighty strengtb of the bond.

The amily Ile ai a nation as etthcr is
strength or lis iweakness. Il a Citrstian spirit
reigras there it will make itself feut in tbe
qational life. What we want our coture land
ta bc, we must scek throu,h ur familles. ln
them we have the key ta the position.

When we look back it the heart af tbe
covenantiag lames we observe that parents
made engagements for îhemselves and ibeir
children witb (jod. The) were lakte ibose in
the gospels wha brought their sick sons and
daughters, and hibefaltle ones ta Christ thal
He magbî heal themi and bless abatt. Tbey
made covenants comprehending themn ail.
Dr. Cairns, in his memior af Jahn Brown,
D.D., af Brougbîan Place U.P. Cburcb, Edin-
burgh, tells us ibat a few days before Dr.
Browns maiher died I she called for a short
paper druwn up by ber busbaad in tbe formi
of a cavenaut dedîcation of tbcmselvcs aad
thear chidren ta God for tame and for etcrnaty,
ta be direcîed. maaaged and saved by Him."
To ibis covenant, ater ber husband's naine,
she attacbed ber own, saying, Ill do tbis
cbeerlully and with ail my heart. Thec docu-
ment as stil extant, and the letters are traced
wtb the trembliig band of deatb. It wauld
have beea cxceedangly întcresîang ta have bad
the whole document. Such tbîngs gave us
clear glampses of the heari. Tbey lay bare
before us the reai nature af the writer. Such
engagements werecCommun an religions
familes at Ibis trne. To read such documents
iAls the mind wiîh warrn and tender feeling
such as an aid and faded love-letter awakens.
Tbcy carry us back ata the madst of scettes
that are haliowed by the felt presence of tbe
Master bîrnseif. They bring us into touch
wth the besi society of thetitme, mcn wba
fear God, and wamen wbo lave the Savaour.
la the fle of îthe last Duchess af Gardon we
fnd notices ai thas particular action that are
very refresbîng. Indecd, tbcy are as pleasing
ta us as laveiy and fragrant mass-roses on
their tree. Mere as anc: IlThais day 1 did
again enter into covenant solemnily, and gave
lan My natae, consent, subscripîaon and accept-
ance of the L.ord Jesus ta be my Head, Lord,
Husband, Guide, my ail in ail. Bcing re-
quired by Mr. Andrew Gray, an the Lord's
name, ta declare if 1 wauld refuse Ham or not,
I said before tbe Lord I couid tntr refuse, but
with my heart gave aver myseif, poar, miser-
able, %veak, sinful, ignorant as 1 am ta God
an Christ ta be Mas. Little use can He make
ofme ; but if He can, His 1 am, and shall be
tntally, perpetuallv, lhorougblv if He will be
at the charge ta mainiain, caafirm, make goad
and perfect His wark i me." At Ibis rme
Lard Irodie was rcceiviag maay bonors, but
la the flood tide af tbe world's esteem be was
a lawly and meek Chrstian man. So sweetly
dots grace work 1

Anoîber notice af a like kind is ibis ; il is
from tht same Lard Bradie, the father of the
Ducbess af Gardon : I spake a word ibis
nigbt ta the cbildren, and enquired of them if
they dcsired ta serve a goad Master, and were
walliîng ta gave up tbemscives sou] and body ta
God, ta take Him ta be tiair Father, their
Master, tbeir God. and ta engage tbemselves
ta be His chidren, ta do Mis will, that Me
may serve Hlitself of tbem wbîlst tbey lived
in ibis worid. Tbey prafessed that tbey de-
sired it and were willîag. .. ...... s nigbt
1 did before Ille Lard admonisb, examine, re-
prove, and exhart my daugter;. and that it
may the marc deeply sink in ber beart I caus-
cd ber ta Write down ber confession and pur-
pose and promise with ber awn band;" and
aminedaately thereafler fallows ber covenant
san these terras .*IlThis day 1 desîre ta g.ve up
myself agaîn ta Godj il as my heart Ibat 1
desare ta gave Ham, and nat amy tangue oaly.
1 desare nat only tbat the Lord ç7ould be wil-
ness, but that He would be cautioner and
surety an thas covenant, that by grace 1 may
overcome. This Lord's day 1 bave taken new

resolutions upon me tai be the Loids a hoil,
and Dot ta lave any more ta sin, Aad in siga
and token of my unfeigned desire and pur
pose, 1 bave n the sighî af God subscrihed
ibis confession and covenant with my beari
and band. -i i .BRu)iF.' The lite af the
Dut-hess of Gordon as the besi tomment on
ibis cavenant. That was a lie of exempazy
Christian lavcliness, and af marked decîsion
for Christ, and oi an upiifting holy influenc!
There was in i a large scriptural intelligence,
a noble self-sacrifice, a wîde actîvaîy and greai
diligence in Christian work, and a whole-
souled devotement af ail ta th,% Lu-,. She
recognîzed ibis tact Ilthat position as steward
shap,' she wore bier coronet for Christ. She
would oflen say af ber palace, ia prayer:
-. Lord, thou art the Master an thas bouse j
have gaven t ail ta Tbee."

Covcnanting was aasisteid upon aIso by the
godAv preachers of the tames. WVc bave Mr. John
'Willsaa, ai Dundee, bas "Sacramental Direct-
ary, or a Treatise cancernaug the Sanctifica-
tion of a Communaon Sabbath," in wbîcb tbe
malter pressed sirongly an the attention of
those who would profess faitb la Christ. He
bas statemenîs af ibis character ; al Enter ino
covenant waîb Gad, and !Itxt came ta lis
table ta gel the transaction sealcd and ratified,
by gcîîing the other seal af beaven append-
cd ta i." " 0 young people, and ye that
neyer cammunacatedl before, set about tbis
work ai personal cavenanting hefore yan ap-
proach ta tbe Laid's table." "O0 young falk,
can you dispose ai yaurselves better an the
days of your yautb, ihan gave npa yourselves ta
the Lord ? Whea yau are ready ta choase
setîlements and callings in tbe warld, cau ye
take a wiser course, than first choase a seule-
ment in Christ's famîly, wbich would make ail
oather conditions and circumnsîances ia ile the
mare comfortablc ta yau ? Now ike way ta be
made a member ai ibis iamily is by covenant-
aag witb God . without ibis $,ou have no righî
ta the children's bread, nor the seals of the
cavenau. It is not cnougb that yan were
bapîized, and are Cbristians by your parents'
dedicatian, unlcss yon be Christians hy your
own free choice and consent."

There is mucb ta commead Ibis practice.
Ih makes the step taken a very defiaite ane.
It is a clear decision. It parts betweea tbe
aid lifé and the ncw. It places the professor
on ground that is marked ail from every oubher.
It sets the Lord distinctly befare bim in
rîgbt relations.

How much benefit the cbnrcb to-day waould
gain by such a course 1I h could bc introduced
witbauî interfering wiib any churcb order. i
would anly bc a new form of treaiment for tbe
youag ; but anc ta awaken consideration, and
la secure a bettcr uadersîandîng and a uller
realazation af what a Christian reaily is. i
would gard up tbeloinsoai Ie mid. ltwouid
tiglen many a screw tbat is loase, and cor-
rect many an abuse tbat lac lst 51at the entrance
ta the chaîrcb. It would bc a useful moral
taaac, and wouid tell migbtily on tbe future
ife af the famify of God.

Wratten for Tas .N APRK,vrtgRa-.

SECRà.ETS OF 1>0 WER IN WVORK FOR
GOD.

REV. A. T. PIERSON, DD.

aWork for Gad" iz bardly the pruper
phrase. It sbotild be raîber "Work waih
Gad ; or, staîl betiet, 'lGod's Work," as il as
nal man's svark aiaIl. Man as not even an
agent ; be as oanly an instrument. God as
doing tbe work, and doingit througb man.
Who is doing the work ? If 1 ar doing i, I
arn asking God la belp me ? ibea I am thc
warkman, and Gad is but a belper. There is
a grcat différence betweea an agent and an
instrument. In the Bible, mani is describea
as merely an instrument-a saw, a bammer,
a vessel, etc. Sucb instruments arc perfect-
ly belpless ai tbe'mselves. We are caitea
tbinking abaut aurselves wben we speak ai
working in God's work ,-of aut grace, o,.u
capportunities, our abilaties 1- and thais we
worry about the work Y but Gad says, a'Ibtis
is my work- my barden and care."

The secrets ai power ail resolve tbemn
selves ia a nc .- that ai being possessed,
guided, filled, penetrated, permeated wiib tbe

Spastît uf hope, wbaa.h os the Spt ofjesus
Christ. If we abide in Christ, we abidle ii
hope. WVe must be anainted wibth t sanie
Spirit ihai permeaîcd ail Mis activity. The
Hoiy Spirit, tberefore, is the one sect aiofaii
passible %orking wih God. la Jamesii. 6, sve
read that Ilhody witbout the Spirit is dcad."
The différence taeiween a corp~us and a corosr
is tbat of life, tic formrer possessiag it, and
tht latter devoid af it. A dead body may be
made ta stand up against a waii, but il lacks
someîhing wiibin ta enable ilta stand aloat.
Life would make aU the différence. Snch a
dead body would ansiver James' illustration of
faiîbs wiihouî works. The outsidc farm niay
be compiete, but the inside is dend. The illus-
tration appiies ta-

i. A crced witbout truc faiîh -witbauî the
spirit ai faiîb -a dead arihodoxy. James says.
'The Jevils (the demoas) believe and

tremble." Il Thou believesi ihat God is ane
God ; thon doest weli," bat no better thau
the devils. They tremble -tihey shudder, or
stand erect, as the word implies. Tht devii
i5 Do scepîic ; though be makes scepîics.
Ht himscl is perfectly artbodox. Ht knaws
that tbcre is a hell, and lbc stands la awe of i.
We must gel better backiag than a dead
creed, if we are la bave lite.

2. A form of worship wiîhouî adoration.
That wvouid bea ccuser wiîbout inctaise. la
may he a beantifu' ccnscr ; but if there be n
iacenseana, God does notcare (orit. Ticre
is a greal deai af apparent worsbip wiihouî
the spirit. lu s tht great evil af aur day.
Forms multiplied in tht eariy church as soon
as tht spirit was test. Tho- church's ges-
lures and gesticulations always multiply as the
Spirit of God i5 losi. An excellent aid
gentleman died laîeiy in England who was
îbaroughly aribadax, bulbe badason wbhad
gan nto tht exîreme ai ritualismi. Tht son
wantcd the father ta preach for bim. Tht
faiher at first declined, saying that he would
nat suit bis congregation, as bac did not
helieve in Ibeir rilualism ; but on being press-
ed, he iook for bis tex," Lord, have mercy
on my son, for he is a lunati c." Ht declared
sncb rituaiism ta be luaacy ; and was be not
rigbt ? It as a suspicions sign when churches,
once remarkable for simplicicy of worshïp,
begin ta increase their forms and rimuais.
What we wanl is ta, get the truc spirit oi
adoring worsbip.

3. Ail cxîerual moralities nat prompîed
by the spirit ai obedieacc. These are I dead
avrs," so-called li the New Testament ; or
"wiid grapes " in tbe Old Testament.
"When I looked that il shonld briag forth

grapes wberefore braught il forth wili grap-
es ?" (Isaiab v. 4) Therc is alsa bad fruit,
but that is different irom wild fruit. Wild
fruit bas tht form of good fr-uit, but it lacks
tht savar. The great danger at the preseni
rime is Dot s0 mnch bad warks, as il is dead
works. The epistie ta the Hebrews (ixa14)
speaks af baviag thetI"conscience purged framn
cîead warks, ta serve tbe living Gad." itdats
not say from"Il icked works."

4. Sacrifice nat dicîaîed by oave. la I
Car. xiii. i, we read-" Though 1 speak with
tht tangues ai men and of angels, and bave
not charity, 1 am became as sounding brass,
or a îiakliig cymbal.'! Notice thatiti is Dot
Ilas a tinte or a harp." Timese may be made
ta îaik back ta, tht player. A vialin bas been
laved by uts owaer as a babe, ils btons stem-
ing ta speak sa, inteiiigenily. But sotinding
brass or a tinkiing cymbal make empty
sounds, se that, ifl ikc ihem, Paul says, I
amn nothiog." Whatever sacrifices we may
make, theretore, aInaunt ta, absolutely aotbinq
wiibout love. God cannai accept îhem.

Sa then, creed wiîbauît aiîb, worship with-
oui adoration, moraiity witbaut abedience,
and sacrifice wiîhouî 'ove-ihese are four
bodies wihout lite. The indweiling et the
Hoiy Spirit, iherefore, is tht secret ai power
in ait Christian work.

1 cannai pass by tht importance ofiprayer
in ibis coanection The greai iack af ihe
modern churcb is tht lack ai pleading, ims-
porlunate jprayer. Our Saviaur bas given ns
a stries af progressive tessons on ibis sabject i
The firsi ai ibese tessons is fautai in Mat. vi.
6, "lBut thon, when Ibon prayest, enter ia
îhy closet, and when thou hast shiai îhy doar,
pray taoi hy Father wbich is ia secret ; and thyJ
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