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'T IIE gcneral trend of Canadian Thanksgiving
.1sermons, so far aà we have seen thcm report-

cd is this: ail that the Almîghity has done for us is
very good, but niuch of what wve are doing for our-
selves is very bad.

A MONTRE AL journal and one of our Eastern
ministers hit upon a fine bit of sarcasrn then

they said that the acquittai af the cx.premier of
Ouebec wvas another distinct triumph for Provincial
righ lts. The verdict shawcd ciearly that a Provincial
minister lias as gaod a riglit to " boodie " as a mem-
ber of the Dominion Government.

IXE have waded throughi many a column on
VW Revision sîice our neighibours began the

wvork. No small part ofi the discussion lias been
about the nianner in which the Doctrine of Preteri-
tion shouid bc stated. Iii ail the wrting and speak-
ing an the subject we have neyer seen a single sen-
tence sbowing that it is necessary ta state it at ail.
Is it neccssary ? Nobody pretcnds ta sa>' that every-
thing the Churchi believes should be formally stated
in its creed.

C)UR Methadist friends have really no reason ta
camplain because the Presbyterian Chiurch

has sent a missionary ta Victoria ta labour amang
the Chinese. There is ampfle room and wvark there
for the representatives ai bath churches. There are
about 9,000 Chinanîen an the coast and 4,000 ai
themn are in Victoria. If the gaad brother tvha re-
presents Methodismn in Victoria can minister ta the
spiritual necessities of 4,ooa Chinamen hie can do
more for Chinamen than mast ministers can accam-
plish for white people supposed ta be Christians.

T1LE Prisoners' Aid Association af Canada is
Tsteadily bent on the refarmaticn i o the

crisninal population. anid. as enlightened philanthra-
pists should, its tternibers see], the reclamatian of
juvenile offenders. This is perhaos the most im-
portant as it is the mast hopeful part af its work.
They may be trained ta useful lives and good
citîzenship. The Association has sent ta the minis-
ters af ail denomînations a neatly printed paper
contairiing much valuabie information which they
rnay find useful for service on IPrison Sundav. which
na doubt many will observe on the day suggested,
Sabbath 4th December.

D .MARCUS DODS discussed, in a recent
address. a point that has perplcxed many a

faithfut miinister. How long shauld a minister
labour with a godless man, who stubbornly and
persistently refuses ta attend church and bear the
Gospel ? Dr. Dods seems ta be ai the opinion that
the Church should not spend tao much time over
peoplé wbo will not listen ta the Gospel message,
and he fortified bis opinion by quoting the instruc-
tions given by Christ ta His disciples. The ques-
tion is one af drawing the line. Maîiifcstly no
godless man sbould be [cd ta believe that he will
confer a favour on the Church of Christ by hearing
the Gospel. H1e nceds the Gospel much mare than
the Gospel necds him,
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G ROVEIZ CLEVELAND is a strong man-the
strangest man that has came ta the front in

Amrn ecan politics for a long time. Lt bas just came
ta light that ail through the contest hie lurled de-
fiance at Tammtany and told the Tammany leaders
ta do just as they plcased about supporting him. Ile
reftised point blank ta promise them any offices or
give themt plcdges af any kind. Some of his
friends urged him ta write the Tammany people a
concilîatory lcttcr, but lie reftused and told tbem that
rather than do so lie %vauld resign and allaw them
ta nominate another candidate. Cleveland is the
riglit kind of leader in these days ai bribery and
boodle.

Tf'HERE is a wvay af preaching Christ often
Sheard at evanigelistic meetings thk.ewe think,

is nlot only unscriptural but which defeats its own
purpose. Christ is rcpresented as on His knees
begging and besceching sinners ta accept of Hirri
as thair Saviaur. Christ is nat an I-is knees. H1e
is on His throile and Ile holds out the sceptre af
mercy and asks sininers ta coniess their sins and
seek forgiveness. Constantly picturing Christ as a
suppliant before proud sinners, begging them ta have
their own souls savecd, can scarcely faau to lead them
ta think that thcy :nay accept or reject the suppliant
at pleasure. lit fact constant preaching ai that kind
soan leads a proud sinner ta thînl< that hie iil con-
fer a favour on Chriat by hiaving hib own soul savcd.
It is difficult ta imagine any kind of address moto
hardening.

BENJAMIN HARRISON leaves the White
BHouse wvithout a stain upon bis record. The

fortunes ai wvar, as Lord Dufferin wvould say, have
been against hini, but hie can retire ta bis 'western
home with a good conscience. Lt was no fault of
bis that the Republican party taxed the many into
exasperation for the benefit of the few. In a higlîly
appreciative article the C/iristian-at. Work says the
lresident is a man of superior intellect and elevated
character, high-minded, just, a Chief Magistrate
wham the country can always regard with pride and
admiration. The proiounid respect and best wishes
ai the whole country will go with General Harrison
when hie enters inta the privacy and restfulness af
private lueé. Presbyterians everywhere feel praud
that a Presbyterîan eIder bas acquitted hiniseif sa
wvell amidst ail the temptations at Washington. We
hope the Presbyterîan minister's son %vho is ta suc-
reed the eider will conduct bimself equally well.
No doubt hie ill. There is nothing that braces a
mani up like the Shorter Catechism. Harrison and
Cleveland know the Catechisin from beginnîng ta
end. We venture ta say bath cari repeat it without
a mistake. May a kind heaven send us -a fewv
statesmen for this Dominion who were taught the
Shorter Catechism in their youth.

WE have nat for a long tîme seen a more power-Wfui plea for pastoral visitation than an even-
ing sermon lately delivered by Dr. Alexander Whyte,
ai Edinburgh, and reported in the Britis/î Weekiy.
Among many other good things Dr. Whyte draws
the fallowing picture ai Paul daing an afcernoon's
wark at Ephesus:

"«I taught you from bouse to bouse," says Paul himseif
when he was rcsigning the charge of the church of Ephesus
itot the bands ot thteiders ot Ephesus. What would 'WC
ministers flot give for a descriptive report of au afternonn's
house-to-house visitation by the Apostie Paul 1 Now ini a
workshup, now at a sickbed, now with a Greek, now with a
Jew, and, in every case, not discussing poliiics and cursing
the waîer, flot living bis bolidays over again and hearing
of ail the approaching marriages, but testifying io ail mca ain
bis own incomparably wnning and commanding way repent-
ance toward God and faitb toward the J.ord Jesus Christ.
We drty ministers cati out and conpiain that we have no tinte
to visi our people an ihear own houses, but that is ail subter-
fuge. If the wboie îruth were told about the busiesi cf us, t
is flot so rnuch want of tirne as want oi intention; it is want
o! set and indomnitabie purpose to do it ; 1: is want of method
and of reguiatity, such as ait business inen must have; and it s
want, above ait, of iaying out every bour of cvery day underý
the great Task-masîcr's cyt.
When Dr. Whyte was settled in his present congre-
gatian, the eiders, lie -tells us, kîndly informed bum
that they were " neyer accustomed ta much visit-
ing " and gently hinted that hie haci better confine
bis efforts ta the pulpit. Their advice, hie soon con-
ciuded, was mare kind than wise. He is naw
tharoughly convinced that a cangregatian cannot
prasper, and that a minister s own soul cannat
prosper, without pastoral visitatidn. If aIl mnisters
beld Dr. Wnyte's theory and practised it as lie docs,
would there be sa much danger ai the pulpit losing
its power over the masses'?
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s I R ADOLPHE CAIZON, Postmiaster-Gcnieraifor this Domihion sbould have the hearty
support ai ail good citizens in bis attcmpt ta keep
the civil servants af his department out af active
palitical warfare. From Lime imiinvmorial the employ.'s
aof govcrnments ai ail kinds in this country have
liad too rnuch ta do with politîcs. It is rvarse than
uscecss ta say " the other party does the same." Sa
much the worse for the country if bath parties do
wrang. Tie salaries ai civil servants arc paid by-
the whole people and it is grossly unfair that any
citizen, Libera'! or Tory, should be buliied and brow.
beaten in election contests'by the men whose salary
lie bas ta hlp ta pay. If a civil servant lias work
ini his dcpartmcnt he bas no time for electioneering;
if he lias tia wark, the country docs nat need hiîi-
and should nat be asked ta pay him. I3esides, no
small amaunt of the wvork donc by the employi.s of
any gavcrnment is somnewbat delicate and confiden.
tial. The mani who liandles your letters in the PGt.
Office or yaur invaiccs in the Custoni House miusi
neccssarily have some knotvlcdge that he cari use in
electioneering if he wisbes ta do sa. It is better
for himself that lie shauld not bc tempted ta, utill,.c
bis knowledge for the benefit ai bis party. Sonne.
thing has been said about the fact that Sir Adoiphe's
order appeared immediately after ane ai bis arvn
yaung friends had delivercd a inging address on
thc state ai the cauntry-an address that certainly -
shows that the yaung mani bas a reireshing amount
ai courage. Whctlîer the appearance af the order
at that time waý a mere coincidencc or something
more we do not knoîv and care nat ta enquire. The
order is a good thing and wvhen a man does a thiîîg
really gaod in îtself it is hardly fair- ta go behind
his action and question lus motives.

TH1E CASE 0F DR. BRIGGS.

N EARLY ail references ta the pending trial of
Dr. Bniggs, ai Union Seminary, New York,

for tcaching opinions at variance witli the recognized
Standards of the Presbyterian Church, found in
secular journals îîrnply approval of lis cour.qe.
These takze for grantcd tlîat be nmust be righl., and
the members ai his lresbytery, and for that matter
the General Assembly, arc clearly in the wrong.
One main reasan why a tarie almost uniformly fai'-
ourable ta the cminent Professor runs through al
newspaper commentq on the case is that it is a
popular thing ta pet the heretic and pound his
accusers. Heresy hunting is lîeld up ta detestation
and scarn. Lt is easy ta accaunt for popular syrn-
pathy with one wba diverges fiom the beaten paths,
but in îtseif applause ai heteradaxy in no dcgree
helps ta decide the question as ta whether it is right
or wrang.

How many ai those wlio generally and in a
vague way prcnouncc that Dr. Briggs is right and
the prasecuting committee manifestly in the wrong,
could give any intelligible reasan for their ready-
made opinions. Nay, how many ai those who pro.
fess ta guide public opinion on a question ai this
kind, take the trouble ta rcach a clear understanding
af the nature ai the case ? Enough that there is a
popular demand for the glorification ai a liberal
theologian and the condemnation ai tiiose wlio pro.
test against what they deem erraneaus teaching.
The supply ai sucli ready-made theolagiral judg-
ments will always bc fully up ta, if not in excess of,
the demand.'

Lt seemns like an absurdity ta take for granted
that when a praminent and respansible teacher pub.
liciy announces bis oppositian to what has been
gecrally held as acagnized trutîx his utterances
must flot be questioned, least o aitI by any authori-
tative body. Can it bc that in every case the man
who attacks the teachîng ai tbe Chu rch is the perse.
cuted, and that those îvho deiend that teaching arc
necessarily persecutors. Those inclined ta follow
sucli a course might reflect for a moment that in the
Presbytenian Church there are certain definite,
recognized doctrinal Standards. There is notbing
unreasonable in the requirement that theolagicat
proiessors and accredited teachers ought ta teach in
barmany wîtb these Standards. If they cease con-
scîentiously ta, believe in what these Standards de-
clare, let them say sa, and act as uprigit rmen.
Thase wbo do believe in the distinctive doctrines
tauglit in the symbois af thefr Church have not
only the riglit ta defend them, but are under soiemn
obligation ta do so. The maintenance ai truth is
flot necessarily' persecutian, and if it is donc in an
unchanitable spirit, violence is donc ta the trutb il-
self. Fair-minded anfd*truth.loving people wilt not


