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lnaI"Tite Light cf Ails" wu do nto f course, charge
tire autiror witir tmking more than tire license cf a poot
and iterary artit ; but in mucciioe hie epie-picture of
thea lite sud teaciringe cf Btrddha hoe lis unquostionably
taken tinsHomers. 'Tiii sown net tse nruchirnl iis
account of tire etiier, sud vautted spiritual wisdomi of
Guataura; thotigli aven here poatic apprecintioni has run
iritcextravanre. A Rystenr ef athica, ta ba salutary,
ougirt te bc bamed on a miotive irigimar trsu tira satis-
faction te tira individual dorived fruti the exorcisa cf
virtuo. hI tire caga of wehIconstitutod mîinds, te exorcise
solf-denial and (Io gooti deerîs are aceswiîicir are no doubt
solf.plossing. But thunse act.4, to b,, wortir auytiring, muet
have tire sanction cf Iaw andl ha detie front an intelligent
geouseof duty. fVliat saune cf duty cati n mani foc wiroee
religion, if it escapes corenonialisrn, incuicates no laitier
ideal tirau a contemplative humain boing, wiro, if ira atteins
tira blilscf Nirvana, enjoys iL inte arepose cf uncen-
sciouaness? Again, morral excelloence inite ire commnandad,
but oniy wirere it rapresets a virttre we have put into
exorcise, not wirore it is merly mot up for admîiration. In
Buddir's piilodopry iis followers arceoxirortcd te cultivata
elrightt nir, rigît viewsruigit thinking," etc., but ciriefiy
tint tiray may realizo tint serrow le mireront la human lite,
sud tint happines, if net wiédoru, ila ttained hy delivar-
ance fromn conselous existonce. WViat la this but a gospel
of daspair 1I low mucli le hurnity lielped by indmng
eut tint lite le a ettruggle snd a burdt.n, wiron ne source
irere ef comfort or dolivoratice le revealed, and ne prospect
b in md o ut of a iereaf ter 1

Nor do we find treasure lieuses t \indom la itirer
Brairminical or Zoroastrisnr gos4pels. In noeetftirese
arîcient religions do wo ied tire resumîbance to Christian-
ity wortir a monont'm cenidoratien. H-lre anrd Liere, it
le truc, tireatire borrutiful anidcf ton touciring passages tint
aeto recall tire words ofette ster, but for tira most
part tlrey irr tiremre expres4ions of irutnty's weak-
ne,-st and ueed, without tire ireriing baîmu et Divine symi
patiry and muccour. Iu notiring more le thore a sirarpor
contrast batween the-oe iuded Eaterni religions rîntd Christ-
ianity titan la tira doctrine of a future lite. Particularly
in tirs tire casa witir Lin religion et Baddira. WVirt
le iL te renounca tire world snd cmntivate tire idoal vitues
of gentliees ad calrm, if tirasa graces have no future
tioid for tiroir exorcise tiran a statuofe torpor qualiied by
annihilation 1 To do Sir Edwin Arnold justrce, it muet
ba said tint tinsi is ntohIis reading of Buddha's gospel:
hotuhbis morral seneansd hie literary faculty revoit frorn
sucir au interpretation of Guatama's creod. But wil wirat
la kaewn oethtie doctrinal systese ef Bîddrisni hoar eut
Sir Edwin's peetical rondaring et it 1 We ventura te
doulit iL. la itrtlirmed tint it recognizes a Suprema Being,
sud toaches that mua.hme a seul sn uis relations wiîir
tirat Beingl Dae iL inculcate bulief la a personal immur-
tality, or bras it practicnily atnytiring te sq eof a future
lite? Il Whou tIre soin entert Nirvana, is IL not extin-
guieied like a lamp blown eut?1"

Sir Edwin Arnold ceeshils hast te read a future lite,
if net immertality, î.nto tire croed et Buddira. It in; tis,
togotiror witir iis apetiroosie eoftira etiis cf Buddirism,
tint givos tira special ciarin to IlTira Ligirt c' Asim." Else-
wirere, irowevor, ira admîi tir at meau is net 'ay any menue
cenvinced s-. yet cf i iiumortality. Do«, net tins seer»
te hiut tirat Bmddhisin, at easet, iras faiied te iricuicate
tire doctrine? As if la doubt arrtirhe point, Sir Edwin iras
written n tirougitful essay sdvocating, upon natural
grounds, tira reasonablo hope of a fmuture lite. Tire littie
brochure-" l)eatir and Af terwrrrds "-le, wo fear, net se
weil known as iLs menits daserve. WiLtirte reader's pier-
mnission, we shahl utilize Lire littie spica we have ieft lu ire
examinatien. We deose tira more readîly as there le net
only a peculiar fascination la tire subject, but tirere la
an idyllilo grince in the way la wich it l8 presented.

IlIf wu were ail sure," sys Sir Edwin, Ilwhat s differ-
once iL wcuid mako! A simple 1'yes,' pronouucad by the
ediot cf immeusieiy developed science; one word tramt
tiralips cf tome clearly sceredited irerald sent ou cenvinc-
ing autiority, would Lurri nine-tentirs cf tire sorrows cfOaarti to goriette icys, sud abolisir qmite as large a pro-
portion of thre fauita aud vices of mankind.' Clin w
doubt tis? 1o e t ia re net a purposa lu loaving sman, as
n rempansible moral agent, in tireclark, free te work oit
Iie saivation as tire Deity ovidantly intended, tirougir
tire exercise of fath aud trustl Revelation, iL iras been
weil said, does net affect te provida mathematical demon-
stration cf immertaiity. IL will give assurance cf a future
lite only upon iLs 0wn terme. [t iras been Lira divine pur-
pose, evidantiy. tint we shouid know hore ouiy suci an
amnount et trutir as Omniscience saw wau beet for us; aud,
rend in the iight uf roelation, tire argumente fera future
lite atFlord powerful confirmation cf these derived front
tmon.

Independentiy et Christian revelation, it in interesting
te enquire bow belief la a future lite origlnated. Oan wa
say that iL in more titan au intuition, an instinct?1 Cari
wa go turtirer sud chaim i Il coecf Lire primary certain-
tics et tire buman mimdV' "lNeoste logic provos i4,"
excirime Sir Edwin Arnold, Il ad ne entirely accepted
voes front. some fartiner worla proclaimes 1. Thare inaa
resUles instinct, su unquenciatle hope, a silent disconteut
witirte very best et transitory pleasuren, wiie perpetu-
aiiy disturb r s cepticisrn or shakso ar restignatien ; but
aniy a lew teel quito certain tint they wil never coe te
axiaL" 'YeLt on tira ether baud, cur author. points ont,
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thore are assurances, I worth nothing, porhas, philosophi
cally, and rendored no wh-1 more valuablo if one had
studiod ail tire creode and nstored ail tire systoma of
earth, whichi nonea of ail these crin give or take away.

t The conviction that death doe not end ail lies deep in
E the foundation of hiuan nature. Dousa ur reason deiude

us when wo wondcr why matter and motion, wlieh the
sciontise teltl us are indestructible, should ire preserved,
if consclousness and intelligence, whon the oartimly career
la over, aro to bue blotted outl Besicles thre universal
recoil front tire vory tlîougirt of extinction, tirere are ahuri.
dant reasons for deoining it utterly inconsistent with
tihe apparent schme of thinge. , '%Vhy, it is asked, are we
endowed witir aspirations and longings if it le not intended
tîrat wu sliotild have the muans of sstiufying tirera Mran,
adnittedly, le endowed 'vitîr powors far beyond thre noces-
sary requirements of this oarthly existence ; wiry if not
that the timna andi field will corne for tirir ample employ.
rmont. Ouir innata sonna e o jumtice, which olla for coin-
pensatictri in another world for inequalities in tihe presont
life, bas suppliod anotîrer and by no means insufficiont
argument for a future existence. Why is it, in tins world,
that any of us are content toeatier pain, hardehip, ingrati.
tude, ueglect, wrong? How i8 iLtinht we reeign oursaolve8
s0 ..ubmuissively te irsapp intirrent, and rebel net when de.
prived of tira tlrirgs others enjoy or are possesed of 1 le
it nret ini the hope tint tire inequalities of tire moral gev-
ernernont in the preseat spîireowill bu redroesed in tire
rroxt 1 Vhat consoles us for partingk i ere if not tire assur-
ance et reunions irereafttr 7

But. lot us teturri to our autior. , Disjoinod frai» ail
etnventiunai assertions and religionis dogmnas," saye Sir
Edwin, * there are soute rellections [about tire future life]
which inny be wortir indîring, rathrras suggestions te
oter einds than argument; ratiror as indications of fresir
pathn oft tirught tiran au presrÂming te guide along tirem."
Thresolire proveeds to set forth. %Ve can but briely refer
to ttireur. Tire finit is tire great mititake of refusing te
b.fIieve ini the continuity of individus! life hecause of its
incz)npreirnsibility. "lExistence nround us," he goes on
te a ry, Ililluminated by modern sciences, is full of ante-
c,,dently ineredihle occurrences ; one more or bass makres
no Ioicai differenco. . . . Dae anyhody ind tire
doctrine of tire Incarnation incredible Tire neare8t rose-
bvn'ia îy rehuke imi, sînce he will sec tiere tire mpiides,
wtich in tirir winglesg statu produce witirout union
creature like tireiiselves; snd these agnin, thougir
uncoupled, bring forth fresir hroods, dlown te the tentir or
lventir generation; when, beirold I winged maieq and

tomates stiddenly result and pair." ".Miracles " are cireap
enougir Il"Anotirer con8ideration irnving sotue f.rce is
tint wu should find ourselves speculating about this mater
at aiL Al tire otirur aspirations of intsucy, youth sud
msnirood turn out more or less, as tîme rolle, to, have been
propiecies. . . . There i8 a significance like tire broatir
of a perpotual wiriapor frotu nature in thre way in whicir
tire tireme of iis own immortality tontes sud ibats a mean.
Note niso tint.lire discusses it least and decides about
it Laost dogmatically la tirose divinor moments wiren tire
iroath of a higir impulse sweops away work-a-day doubts
and selGinesses. What a blow te tire piriloeophy of
negat5n is tire sailor lenpîng froin tire taffrail of bis ship
into an angry sea, to save iis comrade or te perisir with
hmm! Heiras nover read eitirer Plate, or Schopnauer-
poriraps net aven that heavenly verso, 'W hose icseth biis
life for My sake, tiresanme shall save it' But arguments
wiricir are as far beyond philosopiy as tire unconscious life
le deepar tran tire coneclous aufliciontly persuade hlm te
plunge."

Oa tire subject of destir net staying, but irsstening, tire
devclopmnent of tire individuai, Sir Edwin lias a fine
tirouglit or two witir whlch we muet now conelude.
IlBitir," ire remarks, "lgave toe erci ef us much ; deatir
maay give very inucir more. LIt nmrygive us subtier sentes te
bhiold colours we cannot liera seu, te, catch sounda we do
not uow irear, and te ire aware of bodies nnd objecte
impalpable at present te us, but perfoctiy ruai, intelligibly
constructed, and constituting an organized society and
a governed, multiform State. Wirere doos nature show
signe of breaking off iber nagic, tint sire siould stop at the
fîvo organesud tire sixty or aeventy elements 7 Are we
free te aproad over tire face oft tis littie cartir and never
freed te spread tirrougi tire solar systein and beyond it I
If deatir onde the man aud cosmie convulsions finish off ail
tire constellations, thon we arrive at tire insane conception
of a universo possibly emptied of every form of being,
which is tire most unthînkable and incredible of ait
conclusions."

But we cannet continue Le draw upon these besutiful
roeettings of tire I"intimations of imimortalîty." As men's
minde rise into igirr plantes of tirougit aud science con-
tinues its revoistions, tirey will not boutire final word, even
iu tire religion of nature. We couid wiair that they
formed a part of tire actual gospel cf Buddhiam, se barron
la it cf comfort in tira presence of deatir. Thon migit wo
extol tire ethics cf iLs founder, sud see in his precepta
sonetiiug cf more value tint tire Ilrenunciation » cf homo
and homne's sanctities and a sombre lcathing cf lfe. Our
tiraukeare nettire losdueor lots unteignedlyaccorded te Sir
Edwin Arnold. Hieiras given us s glowing pîcture cf a land
cf vivid colour, cf bright ilowers, aud giad sunsine. A land
of song> rhao is emacle it alau& cf romance. Hie poetie
sympathies and tervid genius have lit up for Western
readers an odlhiistoric fiitir. Would tirat that faitir were
more worthy tire ieart-trust cf iLs Esatern disciples, or
tint, discrrding Kritirns, tirey r.ight receive thre Christ.-
0. Mei-cer Atlan&, ia The Week.
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PULPIT SUPPLY.

fMR. EDIre,-For many years the question of supplying
vacant congregatiens bas occopied onr Ciiorch courts, sud
theugi a great niany sciernes have been proposed, and changes

e macle, yet 1 cannot sec that there bas been any umprovemeut
9 effected. 1 know that it is impossible te devise any scheme
9 wiicir will ho entirely satisfiactory te everv cengregatien, yet 1
r hink that there ie room for inîprevement. Thre question is

often asked wiy cherches are so long vacant. Some barne
tic congregation and say tjmat it is tee hard te please ; whiîst
otecre larne the management ef tic com' îittee. Now my
experience is tint in many cases congregations arceflot te
manme. 0f course tiere is very littie difficulty inte cwcatiy
churcies, wiere tic prospect et a good salary brings many
applications for a bearing frei suitable ministers. 1 dc net
cast any reflectiens upon these clergymen for trying te botter
their condition. But in country charges where tic stipeud le
smaliltire case is différent. When ancetftiese is vacant tirere
are ne applicants from settled pastors, and tie choice must
be made fram those sent by tic Prcsbytery. Now in mie con-
gregation witir wiich 1 am connected, wiici bas been vacant
for twa years, we have hsd ne opportunity te givo a cati te a
minister, thoogi aur people are anxiaus ta have a settied pas-
tar. WVietier it ire tic faoit cf tic Convener or tiat tic rules
prevent it, I do net know ; but 1 can assure yen tiat we bave
flot had a chance te give a calt ne any rrinister who e ast in a
position te accept it. It seems tint tic only tiing tiat bas
been attended to.is te send core neue ta preacir to us ou Sair-
bath. Most cf those are students, and wion a probstioner
cames for eny one Sabbatir, coming on Saturday nigit and
going away on Monday rnorning, we have ne opportunity tu
get acqoainted wirir iim or te ied eut anvnirieg about iim.

Tiren we have reasan te cemplain cf tire studeuts sent. It
seems tiat any young smau wio allers bis services is emplayed,
though he may have had ne training nor quallification for tire
work We have iad boys sent wio were uttenly ufit te con-
duct tire services. Wiry send tiern? Wouid it not ire better
te ailow corne et aur eiders te take charges for a Sabirati tira»
to employ tirese sciooiboys wie are only cornmencing tireir
studies. In tire oid country tire Chorcir is ratirer restrictive,
for tircy woe't permit any anc te preacir until ire is licensed,
but irere we go te tire opposite extremo and as soon as a boy
leaves tire bigir sciool and enters tire unversity ire is con-
sidercd fit enorgir tauire cent out te vacant carugregations. Tire
recuit is that instesd et coing good or congregations are in-
jured ; for intelligent people do not wisi te go tu a churci
wicre a boy attempts ta teacir 'aat he is incapable cf teacir-
ing. New 1 thmuk that studeets sirould flot ire sent out until
tirey bave put in at ieast one year lu a tireological college.
Tien a-great injustice is donc te probationers as weil as te
congregations. How absurd it is ta make a man travel over
tire country preaching anc Sabiratir in cacir place. It le a
great expense aud dae no good. Thc probaticuer sirould' be
sent twe or tbree Sairiatis te one place, se as ta ensile tire
people aud hlm ta get acquaited ; thon if eacir ie satisfied a
settlement ccuid be macle. As it le many prabatiouers jet
disqouraged and retire, wiilst tire vacant cougregations dwindle
so thirtieybecarneunable to pay asuffilcientsaiary. Hoping
tiat carne member aftie Assernbly may devise sorne scremte
te airviste tirese evils, 1 ame

A MEtBER 0F A VAcaNr CtuRcut.

A THO USA NI)-YEAR?-OLD STORY.

Here ie a story told a tirousand years aga by tire monks cf
St. Gaul, waiicir charrnugly shows irow rnech good camman
sense was possecsed iry tire boys' hero, Charlemnagne :

When tie'victoriaus Kart, after a long absence, returned
te Gaul, ire sent out for tire boys wirarn ie bad eutrusted te Cle-
ment, and bade them show hlm their compositions sud poemns
Tire boys of middle station braugh i m theirs, sweetened bce-
youd ail expectation 'aitir every ciarrn cf wisdom, but tire
higirbore ehowed only quite poar aud uselese stuff. Tiren
Kart, tire 'ise king, following tic example efthtie eternal
Judge, placed tire gaed workers upon iis right baud sud spoke
te thern as foliows : 'lMany tiauks, my cane, tiat you have
taken secir pains te:'carry cet my orders te tire best cf yaur
aiiity sud te your own profit. Try naw te reach perfection,
aud 1 'ail! gîvo ycu splendid bsioprics and moirastenies, sud
you ehali ire higiriy honeured in my sîgiri"

Thereupon ire turned his face in 'aratir agarnst those upon
iris left, ernote tireir consciences witi iris fiery glance, and
burst out in terrible sccrn in tiese words : IlYou irigirira
sans sud cf princes, vou pretty, dainty littie gentlemen 'air
conrt upon Voor bmrtir sud vour 'acalti, you bave disregarded
my orders sud your ewu reputations-irave 'ieglected ycr
studies sud spent your time in irigir living, in gamnes, or idie-
ness, or foalisir occupations." Tien ire raisecl iis majestic
head sud iris uncouquered igit baud te icaven, aud cried, lu
a voice cf tiruneter aud w'ahi iis usuâi cati : IlBy tire Lord cf
ireaven, 1 care littie for yotir noble i, sud voor pretty looks,
tirougir otiers like tirernse fine. And let me promise tins:
If you do net maire haste te make good youn former negligence
by careful diligence, neyer thiuk te geL any faveurs fret
Kart."

DRt. Czsar, et Tranent, as secnetary cf tire Scottisir Bible
Society, îuforuned Dundee Presbyteny that its eperaticas ex-
tended over Scotiand, and tirat applications fer Bibles had
even ireen received frose Canada sud lucha. It is able ta
supply ministers witir copies at lese tiran prime cot ; and tire
circul2tion uowamontnts te 2o,000 annually.


