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aid *wbere the Congregation is admitted on the list
beinlg definite up to $6oo and a manse, and beyond
thi" being regulated, flot by the judgment'of a Com-
rITlttee lhable to err, even when most anxýious to do

ribut by the rate of giving in the congregatian.
't is fartiier stated that " a Sciieme which has been

reje4ctd0on the most intimate knowledge of it"1 (this
caOOly apply to the Scheme in its general principles,

t or toIf.t its details, which are different from
those 'Of any Churcli known to the writer) by the

~1sh Preshytorian Church, and the Irish Church,
anld the Presbyterian Churches of Australia, ought flot
to be hastil>. accepted b>. us." 1 admit at onice that
tlii Pr.ference siiewri b> these Churches for the Sus-

tettonl Fund is a good reason why the Canadian
ChUlIcii should flot hastiIy adopt a Suppiementing one;

rrather) why it should flot hastil>. adhere ta it, for it
Is olIDe a question of its original adoption. But

tieiactStated furnishes na siifficieflt reason for our
Of lOwg these Churches in their action in the matter

rÛiuiterial support. Their circumstances are flot
Ours. ThOse of the Irish Church at the time of itsadoptioa 0f the Sustentation Fund were entirel>. dif-
fereiit frorri ours. It found itself, after the abolition
andC0frnutaion1 of the Parliamentar>. grant, and

ofa age tC generosity of its ministers, in possession
be Comimon Fund, the capital of which was to

rA.Preserved intact and the proceeds ta be devoted to
iSltjto Support. In such circumstances it is diffi-

tio O twhat it could do but adopt some modifica-
Ctr ie Sustentation Scieme. As for the Englisi

ranh 110tony is the number of its congregations
ifl1aller than that of ours, but thc area over
h te> are scattered is also much more circum-

scribed, raking the administration of a Sustentation

UAIa 1fuch simpler matter than il could possibi>. be"8t usOvern with our present dimensions. The cir-
c'r4tarnces 0f the Australian Churches approach

nife earlY those of Canada, though even in their
cass i the absence af confederation, thc existence of
SeParate Churches, and in thc social condition of the

Y pitiere are important différences. After ail, 1
lave >'et to îearn that in any colony or in an>. country
oulsi1
rapid Ofa Scoîland, Presbyterianism hbas made more

Progress than in Canada, where the Supple-
bneritng F'und, in an admittedly imperfect form, has

th Ir Operation for many years. I admit that
t Course of action of these Churches in thc mat-
fOr f ifisteriai support affords a good reason

for 1 acting in any change we make with the utmost
*u ration. It ma>. be said even to justif>. lhe Ca-

'~an Clurch in considering anew the applicabilit>.of tli ustentation Scieme to its wants, as for these
yeas il has been doing. Il cannot, however, do

"g tward deermiingthe isecourse af pro-
tt, differently circumstanced as we are.
Thbere are other points touched in Mr. MrIood's

aîtr ~Which invite attention. But this letter is
t.Ytoo long. I am at one witi Mr. McLeod in

l'tkng tie motter is "'far too important ta be in a

a'fIrr about." An>. amount of time necessary ta allow
or to Caninaîion of the Sciiemes before the Church,

or niake such modification of the ane or the other
sh ulay n ke it more acceptable and more efficient,

o gi ven. On the other bond, just because it

si rOrtntibecause the temporal comfort of the
in 'fies an>. deserving ministers of the Churchisi

V0ftprosperose~ settiement, and because the pro-
ti trosrou seson seems a peculiar>. opportune

in or l liching a Scheme involving cansiderably
<Ipr e Xpediure, an>. unnecessor>. del>. is ta ho
$17ate A Church which is able ta raise aver

fbeca Or 'fissionar>., collegiate and other general
SWiich bas 305 ministers receiving less thon

a 'fanse, and wiich is devoîing less than
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MJSSJON4R Y WORK IN THE FAR
NOR TII- WEST.

MR. EDITOR,-I am happy ta be able ta report at
last that I have reached my destination in safety. I
left home on lie 22nd of August, and an my arrivai in
Winnipeg placed myseli under the care of Prof. Hart,
who with Mrs. Hart spared no pains to make my sta>.
in the cit>. an enjoyable one. Tie morning after my
arrivaI I found, with Prof. Hart's help, a man wli a s
ahout ta set out for Edmonton in a week, and it
was orranged at once that 1 sbould accompany bum.
The intervening days were spent in preparing my
travelling and camping oulfit, but when the appointed
day came, ni> companion was flot ready ta, start ; an-
other day was appointed, and again he failed. Be-
coming at hast ashomed of meeting people on the
sîreets ta whom I had said good-bye- a couple of limes
1 decided ta go on ta Portage la Prairie ta spend a
few days in visiting an aid iriend, and waiting for my
diiotor>. fellow-troveiler. These days sped rapidi>.,
and at lost, on tic aiternoon whon ho was ta have
reached thc Portage, I received a note froni him say-
ing that 1' circumstances over wbich lie had fia control'
mode it impossible for him ta beave for a few do ys ycl.
In spite of manifold warnings from friends in Win-
nipeg and elsewiere, 1 decided ta start off atone.
Accordingly tic next marning (Tuesday> I bode goad.
bye ta tie Portage, and bowling along at the rate af
between fort>. and fit>. miles a day, with a clear sky
overhead and gaod roads underfoat, 1 reached Fort
Ellice an Saturday evening, besides spending a day at
Minnedoso with Mr. Robertson, Superintendent of
Missions, and Mr. Wellwood, aur minister there.
While if Winnipeg I iad preoched if Knox and St.
Andrew's churcies; at tie Portage I had conducted
Mr. Beli's service; and naw at Fart Ellice by an
arrangement with Mr. Hodnett, af Birtie, 1 preached
marning and evening ta a little congregation wiich
gathered in a house beside tic Fort. Sa it was
throughout tic journey ; scarcel>. a Sabbath passed
but I iad an apportunit>. of gaticring a few people
together ta hoar the Word af Lufe. A surveyor's lent,
a settler's shanty, and o school-house in turns became
churches for me.

Thus for my journe>. had been an easy matter.
Houses had been at least frequent enaugi ta furnisi
a sleeping-place at nigit and a resting-place in tic
middleofaItic day. But from Fort Ellice westword il
is differont From tic Assiniboine crassing ta thc
Qu'Appelle crossing, a distance of about ioo miles,
tiere is nat a house, and as ane proceeds westward
tic stretches graduait>. grow greater, until the climax
is capped b>. a " melancioly ioid " ofinearly 300 miles
betwecn Batîleford and Fort Saskatchewan.

I do fat intend, iowever, ta describe in detail my
journcy across tic plains; flot that there is littie ta
describe-I had enougi adventurcs ta fil a book-
but tic newspaper reoders of Ontario must surely b>.
Ibis time know ail about tie North-West, ils souils
scener>., ils prospects, and ils buckhoards. My buck-
board, by tic way, broke down between Ellice and
Qu'Appelle, and 1 had ta beave my load and go sixty.-
fivc miles 10 a blacksmiîi shop 10 gel il mended, and
tien retumfi for tic load. My faitiful Shaganappi
narrowly escaped drowning an îwa occasions in
swimmin g deep, swift, muddy-boîîomed rivers, over
wiich on a small raft I had ta conve>. bit b>. bit my
buckbaard and goods; but tic poor beast cscaped
tiese perdls, oni>. ta perish more ignabi>. from aver-feed-
ing anc Sunda>. tiat I gave her a rost. Fortunatel>., tic
place where this occurred was flot for from Fort
Carlton, ta which place I retraced my> stops, but tic
oni>. substitute I could gel was a littho Indian pan>-
a cayoose-wiicb toiled alang but slowly with tic Joad
that Shoganappi had furthered fort>. miles a day wiîh
scarce a sign ai fatigue. I found that we made muci
botter progress wien I walked or trotted alongside,
and accordingi>.heetic of athojourne>. some 400
miles,*«asperformed on foot.

sumImer travel, and sometimes 1 journeyed for days
without seeing a human being.

At last, iowever, I reacbed Edmonton. I was
seven weeks ouI from Winnipeg, but iad spent oni>.
thirî>.-one days in actual travel. Thc rosI of tic
lime bad been spent in a week's dola>. in Baîtleford
on accaunt ai cold and snow, a week spont in Sunda>.
resîs, and a few days b>. suci accidents as tie break-
ing ai my buckboard and tic deati ai my hoirse.

Tic good people of Edmonton gave me an enthu-
siastic welcome; a congregation was aI once organized;
lots for a churci and manse were secured an a ver>.
good site overiooking thc Saskatchewan ; tie use ai
tic Methodist church was obtained until wc could
fit Up a hall for aurselves, ta ho used until our churci
is built next summer. This bal lias heen inaugurated
with a welcome social, and now we have settled dawn
ta our regular work ai morning and ovening services,
witi an occasional afternoon preacbing in a scbaol-
house some distance aut in tic country.. A ver>. de-
cided majorit>. ai tic population is Preshyterian, and
a number ai themn have entered m ticth work of thc
congregation with a ieartiness whichi promises well
for ils future success.

Edmonton, tic mast important post af tic Hudson
Boy Compan>. in tic North-West, is prettil>. situaled
on tic north bank af-to use tie Governor General's
expression-" tiat migitiest ai Canadian rivers, tic
Saskatchewan," which is here about 300 yards wide.
Tic hanks ai tic river volley are from 200 10 250

foot high, and in most places densely woodcd. These
banks usually present a sîcep unbroken face, but just
at tic Fort thc ascent is gradua], and consisîs af tire
stops, or "benches »as lie>. are callcd bore. On tic
frst benci o e ot pcrbaps abave tic river, is siîuated
tie Fart, wiîi its lofty stockade and square carner
hastions, its loopioles, cannon, and ahI that used ta ho
necessar>. for a fort tiat slood in tic debatable land
betwecn tic Crocs and Biackfect. This enclosure
surrounds tic offices, stores and warehouses ai tic
Campany, wiîb tic telegrapi office, and tic dwellings
ai most of ticir servants, wbo with their families
number periops fift>.

On the second benci stands thc chief factor's
bouse, wbere, b>. tie kindness afi us present occupant,
MIr. Hardist>., I have beon inviîcd ta hc a guest for
tic winter, and wiere, if a raamny, old-fasbioned
study, wii a big wood fire in an open fire-place, 1
find tkc doys slipping b>. ver>. rapidly. Up abave
us an thc top ai tic hili, and somewhalt tictheast,
lies tic village. Il includes twa steam 50w and grist
mills, six stores, thrce blacksmitis' sbops, besides
carpentors, shoomakers, etc.; two public boarding-
hauses (no boîcîs, in tic ordinar>. sense ai lie term),
wiîb twenty-fivo or thirty dwelling-iouses, and iasuoll>.
as mon>. more Indian te/'ees, or wigwams. There is
also a ver>. newsy litho ncwspaper, and wc have a
sciool-îo ho opened at thc New Year-and two
churcies. Tic Englisi churci lies about a mile ta,
thc wcst ai tie village, and has for its incumbent tic
Rev. Canon Newton, D.D., an aid English gentleman
ai higi education and polisicd manners, who bas
been icre for some years. Tic Methodist church is
in tic village, but it is without a minister, and has
been so for somne lime ; ver>. likel>., iowevor, in view ai
tie steady influx ai immigration ta Edmonton, tic
Conference will feel justified in sending a mon next
summer.

Our telegrapi lino brings us ncws of tic auter world
only during tic winter. On accaunt of tic marsi>.
nature ai lie ground about tie Narrows of Lake
Manitoba, thc telegrapi polos con anly be kept up
wien thc graund is irozen, and according>. for tie
rcst ai thc year we gel îeegrapbic ncws anl>. from
Fart Pol>. and places westward. Tic mail cames
oni>. once in tirce weeks, sa we are obiiged ta dwell
ver>. muci upon borne sources of entertainment. My
disappoinîment about a travelling canipanion at
Winnipeg involved also o disappainîment about my


