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The Gencral Assembiy has sent us questier's in
carder te elicit answers which wlll give Information
cencemning the fruits borne by thc niembers of our
varlous congregations. 1 amn asked te give you, in
substance, the answers that have been sent nie. Santie
arc YM indefinite and convey lttie information, and
1 arn sorry te say t*bat froni certain cangregatians ai
the Presbytery, ai which 1 know littie or rsothing, 1
have received nia answers te the questions sent by tht
General Assembiy.

la tcply te the question, luI there any evidence of
an increasing sense of the supreme importance of the
ciainis af religion?" the rnajority af sessions cail
attention ta the fact that the services ai God's bouse1
are tegulatly attended, or that the attendante is en-
ceuraging, or much impraved ; îvhile ailiers sec no
iniprovemet, or caniplain that one of the services is
aci attended, whit theciather is almost dcserted. In
reference ta famity worship, the generai, impression is
that aur people sadty neglect il, and that is a source
ar spitituai death.

Vtry few ininsters are able te say that their peo-
ple taice a decidcd stand against the prevailing
forais of vice ; some art condemned, while ailiers are
lefi untouched beccause they have become fashionable.
intemptiance, though on tht decrease in several quar-
tels, is taot apposed as aneci the most devitîsh focs
of ai that is gonds pure and holy. In many quarters
Cb:istians do not shine as bright lights, alîlîaugh
aihers ire glad ta report gencral cansistency.

WVhen asked if much hetp is given by Church niern-
bers by way af visttatian ai the sick, assistance in
prayer-meeting or Sunday schaol, and an the carc ai
dit spi, itual interests cf the congregation generally,
sessions are almoist unanimous in giving a negative
reply. Tlsase who tan say that they receive nid. add
that at is very lit île and flot at aIl what il shouid be.
Ait seeni ta shrinl. frorn this duîy, and leave ail thte
woik ta the pastor. Sarne arc glad ta notice pros-
perity and have rens-on ta behieve that tht cause of
rhrist is rnakir'g inroads an tht werld around ; they
report interesting cases of conversion. Orliers îhink
they are net losing graund ; altiers secm ta know
little about it, whilc athers again are saddentd be-
cause ai tht spirit ai levaiy and svorldliness, which
prevaits among a large number, and which cleat.y
indicates that souis do flot understand tht impor-
tance of eternai lire. Tht gencral impression let
an the mmnd by reaeing the varmous reports is thts
ont . Hui.dreds of soulb have neyer urtderstood that
tl4»' cannot go te heaven unless they are barri again,
and live the hife cansequent te tht new birth.

From the reports ire are led ta conclude that aur
people have a fair acquaintance with the Word of
God and the Catechism, especiaily among the yeung
people-, but 1know ve- little abcaut tht goverrnent ai
tht Cburch. They are Presbyterians by accident-or
ptovidentialiy, if you prefer-rather than front pranci-
Ie. Sarie complaîn *.hat aur people care mare fer
iight and trashy rmailing than for tht Bible and soiid
literature ; Ila tendency for loir concerts and clown
performances is shewn above ont forthast that wouid
erichie and elevate." Mothers are not carclul of
their yaung daughters, and allow them temingie wuîh
ail sorts af young mnir, much ta their peril

Information is sought cancerning the, iiberalit)y ai
aur people, which, as a r-ul, is a pretty good test ai
Christian lite. Arnost al] agree in saying that much
more coulai and should bc donc, and tIls mitrs
whose congregations report liberl cantribuitions are
the finit te say thai thetir people arc only beginniniz te
understand their duty in ibis direction. SuIii, ilmost
ail report fivourably. Saniecongreg-atianslhave gisen
a third more than last ycar, atbcrs bav-t iracreased,
buî,jt is gtneralhy thought that tht heads ai familles
aioe cantribute, and not theyaung people; whiitane
miinister reports that special efforts are put forth ta
teach rach child tht duty of s3 stematic giving an
reacb Sabb2th day. Efforts put forth te wipt off
hravy debts bid it Ie be cr-awned wath success.

Tht answers te tht question, "What are tht
p-evailing sinsyeu have te contcnd with? are varicd,
but at the same lime the sanie sir.s ame lamntîd in
Ihte niajority af aur cangregatiens. To wit:. intern-
perance, and in view of ils fearful ravages and urapar-
donable unwillingness on the pant of eiders and Church
members te -abandon absolutely tht use of intoxicants
ira %heshapqd1 wine, beer, etc.; Sabbath-breaking, ina
the shmpe of ldbour on raiircads and in post-affices ;
aise social visits and catis on Sabbath levenaings in-
stçad of attendante oni Cburch fordinances. Sanie

deplore Ihe sin of unchastty ln quarters where it would
flot bc so mauch as %uspectcd, and :b very light regard
foir dte s.lnctity of niarriago relations. Lvii taling
and useless gossip wet! nigh ruin rnany a Churchi.
Dishonesty ini commercial transactions is aise de-
plorcd. The influence of papety is biighting in
several quariers, rnaking our people weak and tînvir-
eus, unf.tiîh(ul te their own bette(, Protestants and
Chris.ins in namne only, but not in deed. And
flnaIly, woridliness, indifférence te truc, hoiy and drep.
%taled picty, and a conformity of the Churcli ta the
world is given, and wviîl just renson, as the greatest
sin of whichs God's Church is guitty and whitit resulis
in spiritual deadness.

On the whole, the reports, thougli encouraging in
many respects, Iead ta the conclusion that there stili
exists a grent deal of spiritual death in dt churches
within aur bounds. W~e have tenson ta take courage,
but we aise have reason ta humble ourseives and
pray for a richer outpouring af it Hoiy Ghost.
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LESSON XXXVII
sep. ai iDOL .47TR» J-P'.ViÇIIFD I Ex. xxxii.3<-oS.

GoLn)r, Ta'.-r.-" Litihcilîdren ke-ep yourselvcs
fr-ar idols. Amn:n."-i John v. 21.

RaOUE niEAtNGS.

M. S&. %aiv. a. 18 Moses Caitei mb tht Mountaia.
T. L xxv. 1-40 Tht Ark. etc.
W. Ex. xxvi. 1-37 Tht Tabernacle, etc.
Th. EX. XXVII 1-21 .. Altar af Burnt-offering.
F. Ex. xxvii,. 1-43.-AatOn Set Apari.
S. Exs. xxxi. z8.- Observance oi the Sahbath.
Sali. Ex. xxxii. 1-35 Tht Golden Caif.

ItELFs T tsUnv.
At tht closeofiout hat lesson we l,1t tht liraelaîes stand-

ing, awestruclc andi subliiusive hefir tht " inouat of Cati -

They had hecard tht loir; [bey quaicet b2fare tlle iigh'ittings
asnd the thanderîngs arnd tht u;niokinC moantain ; andti heV
saiti. *' Ait that the [tarai bath saîti uat us will sie do."
'rhat is sehete wc ltithcbm.

Wheme do ire firat themt now? But au few' sIay-; ai nsost
a uce$, or tv.u-îud cluipu-r- andi me finrd itres.e r.-.
wauhài.tcrs atid ctvs.t. ut thet vue toud delileratcly
ent.'ing opon the ptacta.e uf thst Jeuarang àdoltty wiih
which they liedi tîcome su, familiar inaEtp-bs-n downr
biorc; "«gravea images," the work ai tîmir aira hiandls [t
is anul nece.sary tu suppose that tiîey intentianaliy andi
deliberaecly to.ncl asiay iram tht trac taod. whose voie
thry hati se lairly be-ord andi whom they hall solemriy-
pronsiucd tu serve andi svnrshipa; iheir sin Iraq that r-y
attîîpied tu worship (,zod in a wîy ehach, Ife haut farbidt1rra
for lie hati saiJ. '- Thou 3hait not moake optao thr anuy
gras-en ima-ze." etc.

And irbat is ta bie said o! Utron, who. ina the absence ai
Moses, yttlticd se itîdily to Ille clam-bar ai the lieoplt An
ibis or-casiun, anmi madie fur aterr, or ciaisei lob bc maie fur
therr' "la goldca r1.' Air-insvas but huananu-ire faxhei;
3o titi croît Mos=a aitenwards (Nom. xx. 10-12>. Aaron
tcmporized ; lie wms airai ttiot he cautti 001 keep tace
peoplet ojgethzr if he tita nt yieldti 1 tieir wibhes.

WVhtn Mitae returnetfirots lits iorîy davu' stal ina the
mount andi roand the pupie srngîrag and dancing aroonti their
idole c as filteti with indignmsion-.o mach stà tbat ors tht
(ar-st impulse ho deittortd the tira tables of stone sebicis he
bail reccî-et frirts Goti ant i n wbichs tht îcn c.mmand-
mots wrr engravet. Tht idat was dr-,troyced-burnt ina
the lire (probabi> il iras matie patiy a! iroos, andi pirtty ai

gaA.grotand tu powd.rt, anti sca teredtiona tht waztr of
irla!,cli thc people drank.

Our tesson gises an actoai of the viazrous measares
uvhich 'Moses adcîjîti to %.ult-ress thli. rebehison anditi bing
thr people bock, ta theïr altegiant. fi may ice iaut~ uncier
thie iottowing beidç - (î) Id.7late.î (as.?() Ifr4eiiiia'

1. uiAras , ,mji.-Vers 25.29. Wc msuyaîcll b.
ast ànt>hci ai the &c%'csîîy -Pl the punashmcn i nflicitti, but
ire tan neither denby il,& justice nulr question ai% wvsdom.
'Moues sias flot thet prime muver ira tht marier, for lie refeîr-s
tu Goti s his au'liont; for tht commanti. «%Ve mnutt rens-rn-
ber thaï. Jehuvýah Auas nut uniy tbc Lod of tht lsraclites but
thcir king-heir civil g.-ivernor ; ai siscl they bad rebelieti
against Hitrr anti as sach lie uses severity ta bring aterei
bzck iet stbjedtion.

Who La an the Lords aide ? Thiîs quet~on tuggest& te
tht "S. S,. Tinies" some very trmn cnnattan
megarding tise tume abat noir ii. 'rtrat lu thtc tes", que4tian
to-day," il ay>'s. -as il. has bocisalams Nor, Whon is on
tht poputar side ? rnt, Whob is on tht pheasani side ? nect,
Who is an the meney-making sidc? not, WVho is on the
conscrvaîivc aie? flot, Whou as on tht progressive side?
but, Whio is on tho Lord's aide? That quest.ion bua ils
place anti its force in the Church as mirit as ina the o:iàtside
suorîti. Ont mari lie willirg te bis-e bas Christian liretiren
LAI him in * aid iagy * m hien hc stands latin, or a ' hcrecat'_

sbi-lion bce acepis new light ai thre catilo aGoti ;hb must con-
sent ta bc tnuccet ai as ' $trait-Iaceti' be-cause ai hi; vicies
on queutions of ries, or te lic looledeti a shance as
4 dangtrously la%* becanse ai lus recognition of thte laws of
love ira judging tht practicea ai ailiers; le musi incur tht
danger ai open hostility or of sulent astraeism, îf ibe %rouiti
prove bimsell sqarely on the Lord's sie in im orfsa churcli
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division andi af etiiical discussions. But that question cornes
villa gri:atesi power ta thoe wlîo have flot yet formaily
iecidcd on wvlicî ailea they are, lni the groit struggle ai the
uiveise. If tute Lord 1 sui wecte ta speak oui of heaeen
liait hour, andi s, 'Ail those icho arc rrady to bc an bMy
sddt at et-ery risk andi at ever> cost. wiil stcp ta the right af
tic tit 1 noir point oui: thase irbo remain on the other
aide. 1 must count as againsi %le,' what woutd bc your
ctiute ? '.nbtl you stop over that uine and shese youtsei
on the Lord's aide? If you wouid, wlîy don't you do It
now? Thit is jusi the dýecision you are cailld ta ai ibis

Anîd ail the cons ai Levi icaihereti themselves
together unie hinm. "Tbest," says Dr. Talbot '%Y.
Chambers, "I ere trot yet set spart as ihey atter-iards %vore
Io sartd ~eî~.Thty werre influened partly by uttach-
ment te Ntoses, wlil beionged tu tlir tribe, but doubiles
still more bit a spitit of penitence and holy resolution, indi-
cating a sort of natural litneus for tht position ihey -ub&e-
.1 oeniy licit a% ara laract mihita an luracl,' representiag tht
ideal lire oai(tie profite."I

There fet, or the people thai day about thrce thon.
sand men. "But dit id.îIatry and tht rebeilion," says the

**ztional s .Teachtr," "irautt soon have dcstoyed %ht
milre multitude. It hbas been said : ' The steki> sentimen.
tality whici fils up handsoine colis for isoners, fets them
bontituti>, anti lets libell off easiiy. wai not Irnosen under
the theoclacy. iuti inade s-er> quick work wilh rebellion
anti mutinay. It iras a cas'e bariai tu muîsny an a tbsp, or
revoit ira ail army on the eve ai battit. They were ira the
wilderraess, suirunded on es-ery hand by eneinies;, they had
jut.t been led oui ai bondage in the most marvellous svay ;
ail îhicir siants ivere suppiieti direcily front tht tianti ai God ;
thtir sin %vas ver> great, and,. unhess prînished in tht most
signal marmor, il si-ouid have b.en impassible for blases
longer t0 have helti them under authouity, or ta have lotd
thens ia tht landi af piu. acî. l'bis is tborooghiy sustamneti
by their subseuent histar)y."

Il. 1IýTsJtCEsio1%-N MAOLE-VCrS. 30.32. Blot 90oing
toi picati with (lodt i Nse4 endeavturs ta "rsnrts the manda
of tht propie with the heinousness ai the off-.nce which they
hait cenainid.

Ye have sinned a great sin. Their sin waus not the
Cin ai the lieathen, who L-new not Gode, andi seo worship
salie gnaIs. fi iras nol the firit commiaidment thcy had
brolen-at toas fiai dircctly-but tht seco'nd. Tiroir sin
irai the sin ai tht Rornanut anti the so-caileti Rîtuaiist ai
ar -c lo imes rshu attempt tu isorship, GCaian a way which
iint of aiIs appinaints, or mhic. Ile bas p.)itively for-
bitiden. Anel il was, and ie, Ila great sin." From ibis atid
many other passages ina the Bible it iroulti sella as if Cati
Tt-c:ttJ-,t Ibisimil as cven mute insutting andl more dishanor-
injr to Iliro thlan is the sin ai those who dclatcrattely tara
îwayifrom Ilim ta wor.iiip fise gotis.

If Thou wilt forgive their sin-andi if flot. biot mie.
I prmy Thet, out of Ttiy book. k hese irords fotm part
M -tir I -a% eV or M1 %- i. 'UCl..sf ui ,hç gosit) Istactites.

i~h' s ail *;e Iif-reilce ina thc rt, setys INt. Il.
Clay Trombtil, " betieen aharing arsotber's sin anti sharing
the consequences ai ano:hcr's sina. The ane is always base;
tht: atiet a) bc truly nautl. A man ra appose wiîh at
his p.,wier the wong c ian se of bis patiner, or has braits-r, or
bais chilti, or bais fallier, andti nr irlicr the blai rfaits on
the gutit> ane 6e may qnssetty share in the punishrnent w.illh.
out attempting ta sereen himieif ai tht othts cost, or be nia
permit il 'dl te torne on birnself, ajastly, raiher than expose
the ont lit laves hy asserting his oser frtedomn [rom complîciry
sentitht wrong. Neyer dots.Mores:tppear ina grantier andi
a mare admirable light thzn whbite thus pleading edtywt

CI f sparethiese sifui peuple, or 101 1 ]tean dauo with
them. Se long as God's honzur iras ai stake, Moses coutd
stand out agzinst hi&nwn brother to the deaith. Wiîh GG>d
hanour vin4icated Moses was ready te dit fDr any one of
abait sinfut people seboa hie lcd. The tmecit devotion ta
a-rother watt net-et consent ta do wrong for tht toved ont;
lit' i i lic ratiy to tuilasi wrong to tht uttermoit foi ihai
aliject af affection."

111. jutJsicet DEcn.Aiu.-Vers. 33, 34.. The reply of
Goti toMaýses' prayer is, Wnosoever bath sinncd agatnst
Me, bimn will I blot out ai Mdy book. Ons thîs p=sage
the "Westminster Teacher" says: "HiTs petAiton iras
grantei ira pari part %vitbtseld. The conditional requesi
which bi% ardent affection for tht pzlople bati prompied hilai
te ailier iras pionîtunceti inairisbe. Oaiy the trancgres-
s-v. .la-%ull ]lave their naines biatîtd fran the book af the
living. not ihose seho hat icnmaineti fitthful.-Ezek. xviii.
2o. Moses iras ta continue tht work shich hc hall hegua,
conducttîng the peuple iorward to thc land ai promise"

IV lr)oLATEIIS lLA,.uED.-Vtr. 35. In the lait verse
of nur lesson vie arc toi1 ahat the Lord plagueti tht
people because they madie the cal!. WVe capy anoîber
practul application (rom tht "S. S. Tiimcs:"IlI "Frgis'e.
lieu dots noi do away wih -ait the caribly cantequences ai
the e3n forgiven The anconditional pardon ai a marderer
woriid mitlier hring back bis victiîa ta hife nor takze ir-oin
biai ait cause ai regret anti suffeing as a resait of lais crime.
Transgression always ijres a mai. Ht wili in Lame way
Ceci ils =d cinsequences sea long as hc lives. Nothraz
coulti bc mort f'iol ish thonai for us to suppose th.t we could
de s %rame andi be for-given fer il, andi that vrouid bce the end
oi si. Il wvoaldtdr bc the crsd of il. Tht %ira itseli, tht
ruiit ai the aira, ai would put an endti, would put ont ai
sigisi andi thoagisi Enrot, hy Ilis art of forgivenesi; but the
canthly co.isrqocnces ai tirai enr mast continue se long ae;
tarth continues. And God must1 Rive a chilti ai bis new
treaiment andl a new training bccaus i h is every ntw
experience in sin. The man who lias heen roundi gaiti> ôf
cient- nîuut nont wondter thai lit- is disîrusted, long aller hc
bas sgrved ou: hi; terni ai legal pnishmcnt. Nor cia a
mrin expeet ta bc as sirong. as sensitive, or as spotliez. ai
the poini t tis fermer failures in integrity, as îl be bai
ancrer yieiuitd te temptation ju there I~f ie consent ta
yieiti Ie sin, we have Rai te suifer because of clasir nngt
suffer beut ina the fiisb even sben leire for-givîn af God
for onr transgression. Sin is a terrible îbing- -ceea in viese
of it& graiciusfrgeni"


