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MR. DISRAELI ON~ 111E CHURCII CRISIS.

On the 8th. ult., Mr. Disraeli e
ceived a deputation representingthe
Ulster Protestant Defefice AssÉoci-
ation and Centr7d Protestant De-
fence Association in Dublin, to-
gether with their varions branches
throughout Ireland, who laid before
1dm resolutions passed by those
bodies in referonce to the l)roposed
disestablisliment and diseildowmoiit
of the Irish Church.

Mr. Disraeli, wlîo, on rising, was
rcceive(l with loud cheers, said-

11I need not assure von that I ain
deeply gratified, awd I arn sure xny
colle-agues wilI, be, when I inform.
them of the important deputatioiî
w]iich. I have the honor of receiv-
ing this day, and whîch rcpresents
the wliole of the Protcstant popui-
lation of Ireclandic-(cheers)--which
is not liinited to, one church or to,
any particular seet, but which, I
think, fromn the varions a;0 sociatîor.s
which have been delegatcd to up-
pear here to-day, may be piainly
lookedl upon as representing the
general sentiments of the Protes-
tant population of Ireland. (ilear,
hear.) And, gentlemen, I can as-
su,-- you that so, far as the Protes-
tant churches and the Protestant in-
stitutions of Irelanid are concerned,
you necd have no. Tear that lier
Majesty's present Government will,
not stand by theni-(cheers)--and
ti the utmost of their efforts support
and maintain therta. (Loud clieers.)
We are well aware of the critical.
position of affatirs ini Ircland fromn
the policy which, has sud.dcnly been
introduiced by the Opposition in the
present Parliament. Biit 1 think
ive ýiO1d lx, t4ting a v'cry Iiinitcd

view of the situation if we looked
upon it as only affecting the intcrests
oflIreland. In the opinion of lier
Majesty's Government, the interests
of the %whole United Kingdom are
concerned; and the blow that is tu
be deait to the institutions of Ire-
land must in due tin,-'ý, as a noces-
sary consequence, L; levelled
against the institutions of Great
Britain. Under these circnmst-an-
ces of groat difficulty, and no doubt
ofgý,reat danger, lier Majosty's Gov-
errnce have t-aiken that course
which theyr bclicvcd n-as their duty,
naxncly, to take care that. no preci-
pitate decision was arrived at by
1>arliamnent upon a question of para-
mnount importance suddonly in 'tro-
duced to its consideration. And
alth-oug-h fr-or the position in which
ive were placed-having accepted
office originally in a minorityý-.we
have not beon able to accomplish
that which we could h.ave desired,
-we have at least sccured- this for the
people of this country, that their
constitution shal ilot be subvertod
'without an appeal to themn, so that
if there is to be a great and lament-
able change in the institutions of the
United Kingdom, it ivill bc by the
people of the United Kingdomi,
and flot by the machinations of a
party of politicians whe have seized
a favouirable opportunity of carry-
ingq their revolutionary designs into
effect. The question, therefore, is
simply this--Do, the people of the
United Kingdomi wish for a revo-
lution? Do they wish, for a sub-
version of those institutions to whlichi
thcy owc, in my opinion, their hap-
jincse-s and thc;r grcatncss ? (Loud
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