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the tirst nier' in sagacity as he is in position> in any of these
colonies ; that he was for niany years thc intimate associate
of bis late distinguished confrere, Archbishop E{ughes, of
New York : that he knows the United States as thorougrhly
as lie does the provinces, and these are bis views on thjs
particular point; the extraet is somemhat long, but so
excellently put that 1 ani sure the flouse wvilI be obliged to
nie for the -%vho1e of it:

lnstead of cursing, like the boy in the upturned boat, and holding
on until we are fairly on the brink of the cataract, we must at once
hegrin to pray and strike out for the shore by all means, before we get.
too far down on the current. WVe mnust at this most critical inevement
iinvoke the Arbiter of nations for wisdon, and abandoning in timne our
p)erilous position, Nve rnust strike out boldly, and at sorne risk, for
sorne rack on the nearest shore-- some resting place uf greater security.
A cavalry raid or a visit froni our Fenian friends on horseback, through
thie plains of Canada and tIre fertile vaileys of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, inay cost mnore in a single week than Confederation for
the next fifty years ; and if we are to beliove you, wvhere is the sceurity
4even at the present moment agrainst sucli a disaster ? Witl1out the
ivhole power of the Mother Country by land and sea, and the concen-
tration in a single hand of ail the strength of British Anterica, our
ci-ndition is seen at a glance. W\'lenever tire present difficulties wl
termiuate-and who eau tel,& the mnoment ?- we wiIl be at the mercy of
<our neighlbors ; and victoriot s or otherwise, they will be erninently a
military people, and with ail tiieir apparent indifference about itunex-
ing this country, and ail the friendly feeling,_s that may be taiked, they
wiIl have the power to strikze when they please, and this is prccisely
the kernel and the only totich-point of the whole question. No nation
ever had the power of conquest that did not use it, or abuse it, ýtt the
very first favorable opportunity. Ail that is said of the magnanimity
and forbearance of rnighty nations can be explained on the principle
()f sheer inexpediency, as the world knoivs. The whole face of Europe
bas been changed, and the dynasties of many huni3red years have been
swept away within our owin tinie, on the principle of might, alone- the
Oldest, the strongest, and as some would have it, the mic-st sacred cf

*all tities. The thirteen original states of .America, wîth. ail their pro-
fessions of seîf-denial, hanve been P.11 the tinie, hy money, po-wer, and

*by %var, and by negotiation, extending their frontier until they more
than quadrupled their territory within sixty years ; and believe it
who ay, are they now cf their own accord te corne to a fuil stol)
No:- as long as tley biave the power, they niust, go onward; for it is
the i'ery nature of powver te grip whatever is within its reach. It ia
not tiroir hostile feelings, therefore, but it is their power, and only


