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gratulete the club on its having been able to sceure for
the initial number of the scries this excellent study of
Haliburton by its distinguished member, Mr. Blake
Crofton.

Eonfrifutions.

EXTEMPORE PREACHING.

LET us avoid exaggration on this subject There
have been great preachers who did not preach ex-
tempore.  Chalmers could not, Henry Melville did not,
Dean Alford latterly always read, Canon Liddon reads.
For my own pare, I think that the most of the sermons
which are read are better than most of those which
are preached extempore ; and for preachers who can
do beth I strongly vecommend the use of both
methods.  The writing and reading of sermons will
improve the extempore ones; and the habit of deliver-
ing without book will improve the reading.

Making all allowance, however, for exceptional
cases, it cannot be doubted ihat extempore speaking
has important advantages. A speaker can stand face
to fuce with his hearers, as a reader cannot. Itis
easier to speak naturally ‘han to read so; and this
manner of address produces an impression of spon-
taneity o the. part of the speaker. These are obvious
advantages of considerable weight.

How should an ex :mpore sermmon be prepared ?
This is a serious question. No sermon should be
extemporancous in the full sense of the word. It is
hardly possible to exaggerate the folly and wickedness
of speaking in the name of God to human beings
without earnest preparation. There are three ways
in which preparation may be made. (1) The sermon
may be written and committed to memory. This
involves an unusual power of recalling the exact
words written down, and iy bns a tendency with many
to produce a certain stiffness in delivery. It is imn-
possible to condemn a method pursued by Massillon,
Bourdaloue, Ravignan, by Bossuet in his carlier days,
and by many other great orators; but it will not suit
the majority of speakers. (2) A second method is the
writing of the sevmon and the reproduction of the
substazice of what has been written without attempt-
ing to repeat the exact words, except perhaps in the
opening and closing sentences.  With beginners it is
strongly recommended to write their sermon two or
three times, making an analysis or outline after cach
writing, and then composing from the outline. This,
of course, involves a great deal of labour, but it will, in
the long run, lead to thesaving of labour. A wan who
cannot make up his mind to practise some such method
with, at least, suine of his sermons, may as well give
up we idea of being an accowmplished and finished ex-
tempore speaker. (3) A third method is merely to
prepare notes and meditate, instead of writing, the
development of the sulject.  Undoubtedly  this
method will suffice for expericnced speakers At one
time it was used by Canon Liddon. It scems to have
been the method of one of the greatest, perhaps the
very greatest, of modern preachers, Lacordaire. But
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it cannot be cffectual unless a man has great power
of mental concentration. Those who ave less endowe.]
in this respeet will find writiag a great help. Cer-
tainly for beginners such a method will probably lead
to very slip-shod composition, and thisis thebeginning
of certain failure in speaking. For young preachers,
the second method is recommended. First prepare a
sketch. Then write from it freely, medifying as vou
find it necessary. After revising and correcting, make
a careful analysis and preach without endeavouring to
reproduce the exact words written. Whether you
read your sermons or reproduce them without your
manuseript, it is much more convenient to write only
on one side of the paper.

Passing by the general qualifications of consecration
to God and a competent knowledge of Holy Seripture,
Church History, and Theology, as needing zo emphasis
to be Jaid upon them,I would remind you that,
whilst from its higher side, a sermon is an inepirvation,
a message from God (if it is not this, it is an imperti-
nence), 1t is no less, on the other side, & work of art:
and this is emphatically true and necessary in the case
of an extempore sermon. Hence the neced for labori-
ous study.

The great hindrances to success in this work, as in
most others, are conceit, sloth, and despondency.  Per-
haps one-third of those who undertake the work of
extempore preaching think that they can do it well
enough without much toil or trouble. Another third
probably imagine thet they will never preach well,
whatever they do.  Both are mistaken. No man can
become o really good spesker without much labour;
and most men of average abilities may become edify-
ing and interesting preachers, if not great orators, by
taking the necessary prins to become so. It is difficult.
to say whether despondency or presumption is the
move dangerous foe to excellence. Of course, a certain
nervousness about speaking is a help instead of a
hindrance, so long as it does not become overmaster-
ing. Itis well known, too, that a certain appearance
of deference towards an audience, even if amounting Lo
a kind of a nervous tremor, if it does not go too far,
has been thought an advantageratherthanthe contrary,
I have mentioued sloth as a hindrance. It is, perhaps,
the worst of all, in every department of life and action,

Unity and method, which are necessary in all kinds
of preaching, are peculiarly so in extempore address.
Without this principle it will hardly be possible for
the preacher to make kis utierances ccherent and
conszquent. Put down in a phrase or in a sentence
the swhject of your sermon. Take care never to lose
sight of it. Make a brief and natural introduction;
and see that your peroration brings home the poiuts
of the lesson that you are seeking to enforee.

Study the best models of pulpit oratory, especially
the best English and French. mong wodern French
orators may be mentioned Lacsndaire, Adoiphe and
Horace Monod, Bersier, and Pére Hyaciuthe; but
there are many others of great excellence.  You should
also make a point of hearing eminen® speakers. But
avoid anything like imitation of voice, murner, action.
Study the sceret of their power, and imitate their mind
and their method, the whole spirit of their work.
You will hardly ever succeed in imitating tie best
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