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grratnlptte the club on its haviwg been able to secure for
the initial nuniber of the series tis excellent stud(y of
Haliburtoti by its (listingwsled meinber, Mr. Blake
Crof ton.

EXIEMpoRE PREACHING.

LET us avoid esaggrto en this subject There
hlave been great preachers wlîo did not preach ex-
tenîpore. Clialmiers could not, Henry Mel ville did tiot,
Denn Alfoid lattcrly alwvays read, Canon Liddon reads.
For niy own part, 1 thîink that, the mnost cf the sermons
wilîi are read are better titan inost of those whîich
lire preachied extenipore; and for preaciiers w~lio cati
Zo bcth 1 strong-ly recomniend te use of both
iiiethods. The writing and rcadingr of sermnons %vill
ituiprove the exteinpore one.s; viid thte habit cf deliver-
ing witlîout book Nviii iiinprovc the reading.

Maigall alliwance, howe-ver, for ýexceptionaI
czises, it cannot be doubtcd Uiat exteinpore speaking
lias important advantagces. A speaker cati stand face
We face wvith his hecarers, as a reader o-annot. It is
casier te speak îîaturally 'han to rend se; and this
inatiner of address produce-s un impression cf spcn-
tanicity on: thîe part of thîeakr These are obvions
advantwges of considerable wcight.

Uowv shotild ant cx npore sermon be prcparcd?
Thils is a serious question. No sermon slîould be
c.\tenporaneous ii the fuit sense of thte Nword. It is
lîardly possible to exaggerate tic foIll- and wickcduiess
of spcaking in te naine of God te humnan beings
without caruest preparation. Tiiere are threc ways
in whlîi preparation înay be made. (1) The sermon
inqa bc writtcn and comtnittcdl te mcrnory. Thtis
involves an unusual -pover cf rccalling, the exact
%vords; writteti down, and it bwr a tendency wvith xnany
to produic a certaiti stiffness i delivery. IL is ltui-
possible te cotiodenn a inethod pursued by Massillon,
Bourdaloue, Ravignau, by Bossuet in lus carlier davs,
atîd h) îuiany otiier great orators ; but iL wvill net suit
te isnjority of speakers. (--) A secondl incthod is Lite

writimg o£ the sermion and tic reproduction cf te
substnce of what l eci writLcn witiîout lttellipt-
ingr te i:p-at te exact worîis, except perhiaps in te
openngi. aud ciosing sentences. Withi beginners iL is
str-oiy r-ccoanmneatded te %,rite ttheir sermîon two or
tlirec Z tinties, nakzing ait analysis or ontlitîe aiter each
ivritinc, and Viien cenîposhîg front the outline. Titis,
of course, iiivulves% a great <leai cf labour, but iL wviIl, in
the long ruin, lcadt theavn cf labour. A mnan who
c.atnot iiake tup lus mnd to practise soine such method
witlî, at leastý, soine of luis scrmtons, tuay as wcIl give
up <ac idea of being au accoinplishied and fiiuisicd cx-
t.etiporc speaker. (3) A titird inctitod is încely te
1)rcptre note., anmi tuclitate, iinstead of %vriting, te
developtuent of the su1bjcct. Vndoubtcdly Luis
mnctlioi ivii sufice for expcricnccd speakers. At ne
Limec it ivas uused hly Canon Liddon. IL settîs te haive
been Ui nthe tid of eue, cf te greatest, perluaps te
vcry grentest, of muodern pi-cachers, Lacordaire But

Coniriquiiong.

it cannot'be efibctual, unless a xnaii lias great poWer
of mental concentration. Thiose w~ho tire les endowel
in tMis respect wvill find Nvr-iti.ig a great hielp. Cet-.
tainly for beginners such a method will probably lei
te very slip-sind composition, and titis is tlîc.beginiiî~Ii
of certain faiture in speakîng. For yoting, prcachQers,
the second inethod is reconîînended. First preparc. i
.sketch. Tiien write frein it frecly, rnodifyitt g as o
find it necessary. After rcvising and correcting, ilalze
a careful analysis and preachi without endeavouring t4>
repro(luce the exact %vords written. Whether 1voit
read your serinons or reproduce thein ivithiott youri
tnanuscript, it is inuch more convenient to write only
on one side of te paper.

Passing by the general qualificattionis of consecrationt
to, God and a comnpetent Iciowvled,ge of Iloly Seripture,
C0hurch History, and Theology, as îîecding no emphiasis
to be laid upon themn, I would remind you thiat,
wvhilst froin its highier side, a sermon is an inqpiration,
a messa ge fromn God (if it is not this, it is an imperti-
nence), it is no less, on the other side, a work of art:
and this is emphiatically truc and necessary in the case
of an extenipore sèrmnon. ffence the nced for labori-
ouis study.

The great hindrances te success in this work, as ii
mnost allers, are cnieit, sloth, and despondency. Fin.-
hnaps one-third of those; who undertake the 'work 4f
exteinpore prcaching think that they eati (Io it Nvel
enoughi withiout inuch toi! or trouble. Anioth)er thiirl
probably imagine thût they wvill never preach wvell,
wvhatcvcr they du. Both are inistaken. No mian in
hecome a really good speaker without înueli labour ;
and înost men of average abilities nîay become edifv%-
ing and interestirg preachers, if i-nt grent erators, Io%
taikiîîg ,the necessry pains to beconeso. IL is dilliclnit.
to say whiether dcspondcncy or presuxuiption is t.~
more dangereus foc te excellence. 0f course, a certaini
nervousness abolit spcakirig is a help instead cf a
hindrance, se longr as iL does net becomie overmuaster-
iig. It is well known, tee, that a certain appearancc
of deference towards an audience, even if anîounting Làa
a kind of a îîervous trenior, if it does net go too far,
lia-- been thouglît an adIvantagreratlierthiat the contrar.
I ]lave tfleftiote(l sioLli a-, a hindrance. It is, perhials,
thie worst of ail, in every dcpartment of life and action.

Uuiity an-d umcthod, whlui arc neccssary iii ail knl
of prcachîtîg, are pectiiarly so in extemipore addrv~..
Xitlîout this prineiple it will hirdïly bc possible for
te preacher te niakze h;s utterances colierent, ait-I

cons2cjuent. Put down in a phrase or in a sentence
te siddect of your sermion. Take care never te lose

sighit of iL. Make a Iiief and natural introduction;
and sec that your pereratien brings honte the point-,
of the lcsson tliat yen are seeking to enforce.

Study the best niodeis of pulpit oratory, cspieeiall
the beat English and Frcnch. àxuong miodern Frcnchi
orators inay bc înientioncd LacG-.laire, Adolphe and!
Horace Monod, Bersier, and Père Hlyacinthe; but
there ar, înany c.thers of great e\cellence Yoti shoilld
aiso inake ii point of licaring etuinen ', speaker,-. But
avoid nythilng liko imitation cof voice, inzir.ner. actioni.
Study the secret of thieir powevr, and inîitate their inhil
eand tlhcir rnethod, the %whole spirit of their wvor'k.
Yen will hardly ever succeed in iiîîitating tt.c best
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