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lient. Within seven years of the discovcry of the continent, the
flielîries of NtIwfotinihîtul (as 1 abliaal show at at grenier letcl here-
aftcr), were frcquented by the hardy inariners of Bretagne and
Norinitudv. Verazzaîai. a Florentine, sots-lit a western voyage to
Cathay, tander the atuspice-q of' Francis 1 , but althought lie did flot sue-
cecci auy more Thau ollieri~ ils aehieving the obJeet of' lis ambition, ho
visited ýnny paris of Norda Altiericit. Miena enaie Jacques Cartier,
of' St. Malo-Ilat auxcicut îown, ilarust ont like a battress into the sea,
-the strougtaold of pTivaieerb, the homne of au judomiitable and ini-
dependeist race, In the year 1535, did this adventuroîas sailor set out
from tite rudle od settpnrt, and liually sîaccedied ini dticoveritic the noble
Bay and River, which ho naited iii lionour of' t Saint. -The most
adivirable description of titat ever meinorable voyage wvill lie found in
oss' offlhat scries of volumes P a'filarkinan lias written concerniug
tbe carly himory of tlaie cont itent-vlufle3 well -%orthy the tcarcfu!
pcrusad of evcry one, oit accouait of' tlîeir graphie anad spirited style of
Darrative, so very diflin'ent fi-ont flie drcary, dry style il nhaicla Britishi
American ivriters have Iiizerto t reated similar siuljeets. Parkinain,
who is îlot niercly renuaarkaîble for ]lis laistorical accuracy, but for his
tidhfil descriPtious of' scncry, telim ils liow Cartier sailed up the river
wli carrdes to the occau the tribule of' the greut hrkes and ri'.ers of'
the wvest.* Thcy paîsscd. ste gorge ofthde gloomy Saguenay, Il with
its towering clills aud sulleu deptii ot' waters." 'rhacy anchored ofr. that
rniglaty protnolilory - so rich in historie flîeniories,' and whetice the
eye eau rnage oNur one of the linest paiioramie views on this couti-
Tient. Then ilicy jxssed1 ip site river, whose b:ink% wececnvered with
luxriant vegctatioa, and. resiclsed the siite of the aucient Ilocheiega,
where a rnost pkzturesque 5pectacle was preseuteil to thicir gaze.
IViiere now," satvs the Aitilrivan historian, Ilare seen tlhe quayt; and
sîRtiellotiases of Moutreal, a tttoussaud. ludiaxas tiarongeul the shore, wild
i iti' delighat, dancinag, sitiging, crowditiag about the straingers, and
shioieriing litg thie bouts tlacir' gifî of' fisla aîad maize ; aîad is it grev
dark, fires li ghtd iip the taiglat. white, fat- and iiear. the Frencha could
bce the excitcd saiages leaaping and rejoicing by the hi)aze." Cartier
asrended the lieiglit whlai lie called Mlount Royal in honour of the king
ot France, but hnw difficrent n'as the laudsvape frora that whieh is
Dlow tlae IlQlight of' traveller.. "Tower aand dotie and spire, cor-
raagaitcd roofs, %viite sal and glidi ng steamer, anirnatc its vast expanse
ivitit varied life. Cartier eaw a different scue. East, n'est and south,
the mauts-a foi-est iras over al], :and the broad blue ribboii of the
,"reat river glistened aanid a renlia of verdure. Beyond, to the bounds
of Mexico, stretthed a lcafy desert, and the east hive of industry, the
rslighaty battie ground oi laie centuries lay sunk in savage torpor,
,wrapped in illirnitable îod.

Titec voyaige of' Cartier il) C;iaîlda nas the eomniencem2nt of' Frenchi
cornnercial and nmaritime enterprkie ina Northa Anierica ; but somne
Years elapsed acf'oru any permanent settlement'ivas miade in the

.rarkman-Pioneera5 of France ta the New World.


